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Bosnia in 2008 
 
Soviet-era and 1984 Olympic-era apartment 
towers rise up on the west side of Sarajevo: they 
are cement blocks with a few missing windows 
and dozens of satellite dishes. Newer, more 
modern glass skyscrapers, many of them under 
construction, have begun cropping up on the east 
side. The government offices have only just been 
reopened; the power station, bombed out in both 
World Wars and the civil war, lies un-repaired 
next to the river. The Sarajevo Library still shows 
shadows from the night it were burned by Serb 
Nationalists in October 1992. Today, Bosnia and 
Hercegovina is no longer at war. But neither is it 
a country at peace. Rather, Bosnia is evolving, 
healing and rebuilding – caught somewhere in 
between peace and war. The fighting has ended, 
but a true peace has yet to arrive. 
 

 
Orientation 
 
Orientation in Sarajevo started with introductions 
and as our group of 16 began to talk, we realized 
we have a lot to learn: about Bosnia, its people, 
and its culture. 
 
Together, in a restaurant called the “Karavan” in 
Turkish, located in the oldest surviving building 
in the old-town market square, we ate a 
traditional Bosnian meal with soft, doughy 
flatbread, veal, potatoes, rice-and-meat-balls, and 
Baklava for dessert. We drank traditional Turkish 
or Bosnian coffee - sharp, bitter, taken in tiny 
cups with lumps of sugar - and dipped pieces of 
soft Turkish Delight sweets in the steaming 
coffee. 
 
The city is aromatic and smells like hand-rolled 
cigarettes, gravel dust, and summer. The heat was 
thick, and the sidewalks are cobblestone. 
Mosques stand on almost every corner and 
copper domes are faded from time and weather to 
green. I remember running my hands along the 
walls of buildings that line the alleyway behind 
my hotel and I was surprised and incredibly 

horrified by the sight of dozens of un-repaired 
bullet holes. 
 

 
Sanski Most: Human Rights Learning 
Community 
 
After traveling by bus from Sarajevo to Sanski 
Most, our human rights learning community 
workshop began with an exercise in elementary 
art classes: we were to draw a symbol that 
represents ourselves. U.S. and Bosnian 
pariticpants alike, we each exchanged symbols 
and explained their meanings. GYC participant 
York Chow, for instance, identifies himself as a 
New Yorker, and as such, drew the New York 
City skyline as the symbol that best represented 
him. 

 

 
 
We also engaged in an exercise on stereotyping: 
What do people think about Americans? 
Bosnians? Western Europeans?  The Bosnians 
stereotyped themselves as aggressive and as 
chain-smokers.  The Western Europeans saw 
themselves as having a strong cultural heritage 
and as being highly educated.  The Americans 
saw themselves as loud, arrogant, and also 
ignorant. It was interesting to share how we 
expect others to perceive our different 
nationalities because as American members of 
the delegation, none of us felt we particularly 
embodied any of the stereotypes commonly 
associated with Americans. The Western 
Europeans and Bosnians said they felt the same. 
 
We concluded the afternoon with a debate and 
dialogue and discussed the differences between 
the two.  Debate is argumentative in nature, with 
the purpose being persuasion of the “other” to 



convert to your viewpoint.  Dialogue is a more 
rational and sensitive approach to addressing 
disagreement, that takes into account reasons why 
someone might disagree with you.  The 
difference between debate and dialogue is 
important because it is very difficult to 
accomplish anything, let alone solving major 
world problems, when the conversation is based 
on argument and persuasion rather than 
understanding and good listening. 
 

 
 
On the second day of the workshop, the group 
looked at root causes of personal conflicts. The 
main activity was choosing a conflict we’ve each 
experienced in our lives and to examine it. We sat 
in a circle and talked, one by one, about our 
personal conflicts and our places in the cycle of 
conflict resolution. U.S. participants and 
facilitators talked about friends’ suicides, 
alienated parents, and of course, many Bosnian 
participants talked about the war. 
 

 
 
On the third day, we took part in an exercise 
where we came up with ideas to get Bosniak, 
Serb, and Croat youth to interact in positive 
ways. Some ideas we developed include: 

incentives to integrate schools; river clean up 
days and ice cream social nights; community 
murals and an international peace center; and 
integrated trips abroad. 
 

 
Fieldwork 
U.S. participants worked with different Bosnian 
organizations while the organization stayed in 
Sanski Most. Whereas the other U.S. participants 
worked with one organization during the 
delegation’s fieldwork time, I visited each 
organization, including Dom Mladih, Krajina 
Tear, the International Center for Missing 
Persons, the documentation project and the 
Center for Peacebuilding.  
 

 
Dom Mladih 
 
The youth center, called Dom Mladih, serves 
children, aged 4 to 14. The center aims to be a 
place for kids to recreate after school and during 
the summer months. Dom Mladih offers social 
and psychological support to the young members 
of the Sanski Most community. They are happy 
there, but kids grow up. When the youth center is 
no longer able to meet their needs, the children 
often resort to feelings of bitterness, smoking and 
drinking to avoid thinking about the lack of 
opportunity afforded to them in Sanski Most, 
despite the fact that it is one of the more 
prosperous cities in Bosnia. 
 

 
 
Consider one of our new Bosnian friends, Edin, 
who is 18 and a recent high school graduate. He 
joined us during the workshop and offered stories 
of his family’s hardships during the war. He is 
incredibly intelligent, speaks five languages, and 



has no prospects for higher education or gainful 
employment in Bosnia. Because it is incredibly 
difficult for Bosnians to attain visas, instead of 
emigrating to the US, Britain, or Canada to attend 
a university, Edin is now workign in a car factory 
in Slovenia. 
 

 
Krajina Tear 
 
Krajina Tear, the lone women’s facility in Sanski 
Most, has a bold mission and an incredibly brave 
staff. Hiding underground during the war, these 
women brought in gynecologists to examine rape 
victims, took psycho-social therapy workshops, 
and secretly assisted widowed, abandoned, 
displaced, and refugee women. Some of the 
women have been so traumatized, that they still, 
15 years later, will not shake a man’s hand or 
look him in the eye. 
 

 
 
As part of our fieldwork with Krajina Tear, three 
other U.S. participants and I visited Enisa, a 
woman with Parkinson’s Disease. On this day, it 
was five years since her husband of 48 years 
died. Krajina Tear sends her a visitor once a 
week, but they don’t have the funds to do more 
for her and Enisa doesn’t have the money to pay  
for better care. She can barely afford her several 
medications and is only allotted three charitable 
meals a week, which she must ration to last seven 
days. She is diabetic, as are her sons. She lives 
alone and last night she says she fell in the 
bathtub and slept there, thinking she was going to 
die. No one in her neighborhood helps her, except 
a woman who washes her dishes. She sits alone at 
home, with no company except the Bosnian pop 
music on the old radio and the one or two visitors 
from Krajina Tear. Enisa has an uneasy feeling 

with so many visitors here at once; she is happy 
to have company, but her blood pressure rises. 
She says she saw many horrors during the war. 
She tells us all we are pretty and that she would 
love to have daughters. 
 
Enisa says she doesn’t have anyone to talk about 
the war with. She talks to the flowers. She and 
another woman talk sometimes, but always 
avoiding the topic of the death of the other 
woman’s husband, because it is upsetting. U.S. 
participant Tina Garces asks what Enisa’s 
favorite flower is and she responds happily, “All 
of them! But especially the red ones.” She kisses 
each of us on the cheek as we leave, saying we 
are dear to her and God bless. Wilted raspberries 
grow in her yard, untended, like Enisa. 
 
 
International Center for Missing Persons 
 
Two huge concrete rooms in the stark warehouse 
that is the International Center for Missing 
Persons are filled wall-to-wall with plastic body 
bags. On top of each of these bags is a full or 
partial skeleton. Against each wall are dozens of 
shelves with more bones. There are 907 “cases” 
at this location. Of these, 360 have been 
identified, 547 have not. This is one of five 
locations. Do the math. 
 
Death smells quite differently than I expected. It 
was chalk, dust, and earth, rather than decay and 
rot that I smelled. Some skeletons were dark, 
having been buried in thick, heavy dirt; some 
were pale as the white bags they rested upon. 
There was an eerie sense of macabre in the whole 
experience: as if this was something that should 
not have been seen in the light of mid-afternoon, 
but should have been stumbled upon by 
happenstance in the dark. 
 
I felt like I was invading the sanctity of a crypt. 
But there is nothing sacred about a skull that has 
been shot to pieces by shrapnel or a forehead 
emblazoned forever with a perfectly aimed pistol 
shot. Some of the jaws had teeth broken or 
missing. Backs of skulls and foreheads are 
cracked – literally shattered, by a well-placed jab 



of a gun butt. Noses, eye sockets, jaw bones are 
almost all visibly broken. 
 
At the feet of one skeleton was a sweater, full of 
holes and with the faintest pink stains. A rusted 
bullet still rests, lodged permanently, in this 
man’s pelvic bone. 
 
The worst comes when I reach the northeast 
corner of the main room: two skeletons lay side-
by-side, neither has any personal belongings that 
would have been found when their bodies were 
exhumed from the mass grave in which they were 
buried. These bones belong to a mother and her 
child. 
 
The ICMP forensic scientist explains that the 
unidentified child may have been as old as three, 
or as young as 18 months. The ribs are shattered, 
the leg and arm bones are missing, and the skull 
has two perfectly neat bullet holes through it: one 
on the forehead, one at the crown. The skull 
plates rest lightly against each other; this child’s 
bones hadn’t even fused together yet. 
 
I know now, because it seems like maybe I didn’t 
understand before, that death is permanent. 
 

 
Documentation Project: Corruption and 
Development 
 
Today, U.S. participant Anne Bennet and I joined 
the group working with the Sanski Most 
municipality. As GYC interns with the local, 
municipal government, we went out in the streets, 
asking Sanski Most teens for their opinions on 
the politics and progress of the area. 
 
We interviewed three or four Sanski Most 
teenagers about how they would want to improve 
the city and how they could get involved. They 
suggested concerts, international food festivals, 
folklore societies, and public sports complexes. 
They all had good ideas and they all agree they 
would like to see progress. 
 

 
 

Progress will come slowly, if at all in Sanski 
Most. Though enmity is no longer visible 
between Bosniaks and Serbs, there is still a 
reigning conflict in government: the corrupt 
versus the just. During a tour of the local high 
school, we saw evidence of such corruption and a 
need both for funding and responsible 
distribution of resources. 
 
We discovered that there are only 50 books in the 
library and that none of the kids have ever looked 
through a microscope. The biology lab has no 
running water and only half a microscope - it 
doesn’t have a lens. The chemistry lab is filled 
with beakers, but they’ve never been used. The 
worst part is that, each year, an official pops in 
for a visit in order to cross off the names of 
potential graduates whose fathers may not have 
paid the official a high enough bribe. One of our 
Bosnian friends is 17 and, though he should have 
graduated this year, is just now starting his junior 
year. 
 
On the surface in Sanski Most, life seems nice, if 
a little slower in development than the rest of 
Europe. Yes, there is unemployment and poverty, 
but petty crime is almost unheard of. 
 
 

“I gained a deeper understanding of 
conflict resolution and conflict analysis 
that has aided me since in viewing other 

global conflicts occurring.  The 
delegation also improved my 

communication skills greatly—both 
communication through language and 

communication without language.” 

 



However, do a little talking and you find out that 
there is no such thing as a secret ballot and some 
people have never heard of free media. Political 
corruption and bribery is rampant and the attitude 
of most people in Sanski Most is that there is 
nothing they can do to change it. We ask 
someone why they don’t stop going to a club that 
was recently bombed if they know the 
circumstances behind its new corrupt ownership. 
They say there is nothing else to do here, and that 
the club is the only one with a dance floor. We 
ask why they don’t choose to vote for opposition 
candidates in elections to stem the corruption. 
Because, they say, our fathers will be fined or 
fired. One of our friends has his own sketch 
comedy TV show here. When he wrote a sketch 
poking fun at the government, his boss yelled, 
“Are you crazy!? Do you want this station to be 
shut down?” and threatened to fire him. 
 

 
Center for Peacebuilding 
 
The Center for Peacebuilding, GYC’s partner 
organization in Bosnia, was founded by Vahidin 
Omanovic in order to fill a void in the greater 
Sanski Most area for non-political peacebuilding, 
reconciliation, and nonviolence education. The 
Center has worked with both Serbs and Bosniaks 
to rebuild the shattered relationships and to try 
and erase the fear of confronting “the other.” 
 
The bulk of the GYC interns’ work responsibility 
was to find grants to keep funding steady. 
Vahidin runs several programs aimed at 
reconciliation, understanding, compassion, and 
dialogue. He’s doing amazing work for the 
people he reaches. And he is so optimistic about 
the future, it really is encouraging. 
 
 
Return to Sarajevo 
 
A lot of people say Sarajevo is the eastern-most 
city of the West, others say it’s the western-most 
city of the East. From here, it’s easy to see why. 
 
Sarajevo is like no other European city. There is 
no geometrical logic to its layout, other than the 

obvious need of the city center to be on the river. 
For the most part, the city is shaped like a loaf of 
French bread, with three main east-to-west 
streets. Outside of these three streets, it’s dog-eat-
dog up the mountains on the north and south 
sides. 
 
Having returned to Sarajevo, we do a walking 
tour of the city, starting at an Orthodox church 
made famous during the war by several press 
shots – even the Jesus icon has a bullet hole. 
Later that afternoon, we visit the neighborhood 
where the Sarajevsko Brewery served as the only 
source of water during the 1,425 day siege. Next 
we cross the Latin Bridge, formerly the Princip 
Bridge, across from which Gavrilo Princip 
assassinated Archduke Franz Ferdinand and his 
wife Sophie. We continue through the financial 
district, stepping over Roses of Death - shell 
craters in the sidewalks that have been filled in 
with red asphalt. 
 
The hotel where the delegation stays stands right 
at the intersection of Old Sarajevo on the east 
side and New Sarajevo on the west side. The old 
town is sprawling with mosques, cathedrals, and 
Orthodox churches. The houses race upwards into 
the hills that were not so long ago infested with 
Serb snipers. The Old Town Market is huge and 
gently tucked between the river and the old 
library. New Sarajevo stretches to the west, 
seeking space and air; building up (into the sky) 
rather than out (into the hills). The famous 
Holiday Inn is hidden between two skyscrapers 
and Olympic complexes can be seen in the 
distance. Progress can be seen in the west, but the 
city’s heritage, and its heart, are clearly to the 
east. 
 
 
Research and Documentation Center 
 
We met with two women from the Research and 
Documentation Center, an NGO that works to 
establish the exact number of killed or missing 
persons from the war. They document people 
from Bosnia (but not Serbia or Croatia) who were 
killed or are still missing between 1991 and 1996, 
regardless of race, religion, or ethnicity. They 



track both soldiers and civilians. They include 
deaths only from direct acts of violence and 
warfare: combat, torture, shelling, bombing, 
execution, etc. They don’t include soldiers’ 
suicides, starvation or anything unrelated to direct 
fighting. 
 
The Center is a fascinating organization and their 
research methods are surprisingly effective. So 
far, they’ve documented 96,000 killed or missing. 
This number really surprised me. I’d always 
thought the total toll was much higher. 
Apparently there has been a lot of number 
manipulation from various sources in the past few 
years. The number I had previously read was 
somewhere nearer to 200,000. The people at the 
Center are not liked too well by some members of 
the Bosniak population – the Bosniaks would like 
to see a higher number if only to better quantify 
their suffering and grief. It’s difficult not to 
understand their feelings, but the Center’s 
research is so extremely detailed that it’s hard not 
to trust their numbers to be accurate. 
 

 
 
 
Politics in Bosnia: Nasa Stranka 
 
After our site visit at the Research and 
Documentation Center, we visited the 
headquarters of the Nasa Stranka political party. 
Nasa Stranka means “Our Party” and it is the 
new, up-and-coming political party in Bosnia that 
incorporates Serbs, Croats, Bosniaks, ethnic 
minorities, non-nationals, and other citizens. The 
party’s goal is to unite all Bosnians with a 
platform of constitutional reform, economic and 
health care reform, and ensuring each individual 
has their rights afforded them. Nasa Stranka is 
fairly idealistic and has unbelievable obstacles to 
overcome (including threats and intimidation) in 

order to secure any seats in local municipalities. 
The difficulties become even greater when 
considering federal politics. 
 
During this visit, we learned that Bosnia’s 
presidency is divided in thirds. The 1995 Dayton 
Peace Accords, which also serve as Bosnia and 
Hercegovina’s constitution, demand the 
presidency be divided among three people – one 
Bosniak, one Serb, and one Croat – who rotate in 
and out of office every three months. Nasa 
Stranka is giving a voice to the underserved and 
largely ignored people by setting up grassroots 
campaigns all across the country.  The party is 
encouraging Bosnians to take responsibility for 
their own governance.  One of their primary 
activities is surveying underserved citizens and 
asking them what they would like to see in a 
government and get out of a government.  Much 
like the U.S., a topic heavy on Bosnians’ minds is 
health care.  Nasa Stranka is taking steps to put 
health care issues back on the ballot, or at least in 
the forefront of politicians’ minds. 
 
 
USAID 
 
David King, the Chief of Party for the Bosnia and 
Hercegovina office of the United States Agency 
for International Development, met with 
delegates to elucidate the extent and practice of 
the United States’ continuing assistance to Bosnia 
and Hercegovina. Different from the aid supplied 
in the immediate aftermath of war, today USAID 
focuses on developing the economy, democratic 
governance, and humanitarian assistance. Mr. 
King spoke primarily about the economic 
redevelopment of the country, ranging from 
measures to create spaces for corporate business 
to flow in, to improving Bosnia and 
Hercegovina’s image as a tourist destination. 
 
 



Svetlana Broz 
 
The GYC delegation also met with Svetlana 
Broz, the granddaughter of Josip Broz Tito, 
Marshal of Yugoslavia. If I hadn’t already aware 
that Tito is pretty much considered a man of 
mythic proportions by Bosnians, then Svetlana’s 
work and popularity would be enough to fill me 
in. 
 

 
 
Trained as a cardiologist, Svetlana left Belgrade 
during the war to be a doctor to the wounded in 
Bosnia. Here, she got involved with people who 
shared stories about the help they’d received from 
people not of their own ethnic group. Inspired 
and surprised by the number of this kind of story 
she heard, Svetlana went on to write quite a few 
books on civil courage, including Good People in 
an Evil Time and Having What it Takes. 
 
Svetlana was extremely honest and open in 
response to our questions and she’s had enough 
experience to temper our enthusiasm to more 
realistic levels. We bought copies of Having 
What it Takes and she gratefully signed each of 
our copies. I felt really motivated listening to her, 
because even more than working on the ground, 
she’s getting the word out that civil courage 
exists and works, even in the most inadvertent 
situations. 
 
 

Srebrenica 
 
After arriving in Srebrenica from Sarajevo, the 
delegation visited the burial grounds and 
memorial center where the ceremony would be 
held the following day. Bodies were already 
being laid for the next day - the shrouded bones 
sat on wooden slats with nylon covers. As each 
new truckload arrived, the bodies were placed on 
the grass with sad precision, and women who had 
covered themselves with headscarves wept gently 
– some violently – as their sons, husbands, and 
brothers were laid out for mourning. 
 
The sun continued to sink and the evening got 
cooler as more and more bodies arrived. All told, 
there would be 305 men buried the next day. 
Each body was numbered, and 305 bodies took 
up an enormous amount of space. The emotional 
atmosphere of the field was indescribable. 
 
The group walked up the hill behind the 
ceremonial, open-air mosque to get a panoramic 
view of the field. The entire north end was lined 
with white, marble headstones. Even though they 
stretched as far as I could see, so far there had 
only been around 1,725 men buried there. The 
305 to be buried the next day would bring the 
total to just over 2,000 and already they’re 
running out of room. The official tally of deaths 
in Srebrenica between July 10 and 14, 1995, is 
8,372. That leaves about 6,000 bodies yet to be 
found, identified, and buried, and perhaps only an 
acre left in which to bury them. (The ample 
farmland next to the memorial site of course has 
enough room to bury the remainder. It is also 
owned by a Serb who refuses to sell.) 
 
The ceremonial mosque at Srebrenica is an oddity 
in global Islam: it is one of the only mosques that 
allows men and women to pray together; and it is 
one of the only mosques whose only function is 
to perform the funeral prayer. The following day, 
the bodies with their green tarps were laid out 
perfectly in the southwest corner of the field, 
their families gathered next to them, facing east 
towards Mecca. 
 



The noon prayer is followed by the funeral prayer 
and the participants move, almost as one, 
prostrating themselves in mourning. It’s like a 
wave, or like seaweed being moved by the surf - 
50,000 bodies bend first at the waist, then the 
knees, until they are all still with their hands and 
heads against the grass. 
 
It was impossible to understand the ceremony, as 
it was done in Arabic, but I’d been to enough 
funerals to get the gist. Towards the end, the 
Grand Mufti asked the families and observers that 
if they have any grievances with the dead to 
forgive them so that they may be buried in peace. 
 
The names of the dead were read as the male 
family members lifted each body to be carried to 
its grave. It’s hard to believe that, with 8,372 men 
and boys executed, there are any remaining male 
family members left to do the carrying. Each 
body was carried through the field, weaving in 
and out of headstones until the body’s family 
found its grave. It took quite a while for any of 
the bodies to reach the graves in front of us. 
When they did, I was surprised to see them being 
passed hand-over-hand above my head. I knew 
better than to try to help pass them – these are 
men being buried, therefore only men can carry 
them. 
 
There were at least two dozen graves in front of 
me and soon their respective bodies were laid to 
their eternal rest. There were several shovels per 
grave and any man willing could help with the 
burial. U.S. participants Nic Levy and York 
Chow took turns helping one family bury their 
father or brother. Women wept as their husbands 
were finally given a proper burial. Some women 
fainted, others just shook. Most of these people 
had been waiting 13 years to lay these men to rest 
and this ceremony was quite a beautiful way to 
do that. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 “While we were in Srebrenica, our 
hostess’s friend told us her story of 

experiencing the genocide. When she 
was leaving, we thanked her for all she 
had done for us, and her response was, 

‘Thank you for being here, tell people 
about this place.’ 

 
Upon returning to the U.S., it amazed 

me to find that few of the people I spoke 
to in my parents’ generation knew about 
what happened in Bosnia and that is not 

okay with me anymore.” 
 
 
Mostar 
 
On the delegation’s way from Srebrenica to 
Sarajaveo, we stopped in Mostar for a bit. 
Mostar’s claim to fame is an old Turkish bridge. 
It was, like almost everything of historical 
importance, destroyed during the war. However, 
this time it was destroyed by the Croats, not the 
Serbs. The bridge was finally rebuilt in 2004. 
 

 
 
Once a symbol of connectivity between East and 
West Mostar, the bridge is now just a physical 
connection between the Catholic west and the 
Muslim east. The rivalry is still present and 
strongly felt, and the bridge is no longer the 
cultural connection it once was. 
 
 



The High Court of Bosnia & Hercegovina 
 
Having once again returned to Sarajevo following 
the ceremony in Srebrenica, the delegation met at 
the High Court of Bosnia and Hercegovina. 
When the ICTY expires at the end of 2009, the 
High Court will be entirely responsible for 
prosecuting war criminals. We got to watch a clip 
from an ongoing trial against 10 of the Srebrenica 
perpetrators. This was the first time the court had 
charged a defendant with genocide, and the 
closing arguments were due two or three weeks 
after our visit. 
 
The sentences they’ve already handed down seem 
almost laughably insufficient. One war criminal, 
convicted of crimes against humanity, was 
sentenced to only 34 years in a prison where he 
once held and tortured prisoners. Needless to say, 
he was familiar with the layout of the building 
and the guards, and succeeding in escaping. 
Bosnia does not have a state prison and they need 
€50 million and 15 years to build one. Even if 
people like Mladic weren’t still at large, and if 
Milosevic had been found guilty before he died, 
there is no prison in which to hold them. And is 
justice truly being served by a sentence of 34 
years (or in some cases, 10 years) in prison, when 
the charges involve genocide and crimes against 
humanity? 
 

 
Jewish Community Center 
 
Jews arrived in Sarajevo after their expulsion 
from Spain during the Inquisition in 1492, and 
invited by the Ottomans, became a permanent 
presence in the city until World War II. The 
community was nearly annihilated and never 
recovered. Today, many emigrate, and the few 
that remain are elderly. 
 
Sarajevo only has about 700 practicing Jews now. 
Sarajevo had been billed as the Jerusalem of 
Europe in the 1980s - because of the tolerance 
and peace between Christians, Muslims, and Jews 
in both cities. Obviously, the name no longer 
holds. Sarajevo has no permanent rabbi, so all 

Jewish children are taught by their parents in the 
traditions of Judaism. 
 

 
 

 
Conclusion 
 
Radovan Karadzic, Bosnian-Serb mastermind 
behind the ethnic cleansing and genocide that 
took place in Bosnia and Hercegovina between 
1992 and 1995, was arrested on July 18, 2008 
(just days after the official conclusion of the 
GYC delegation to Bosnia), after a security 
sweep by Serbian security forces. Thirteen years 
after being indicted by The Hague for genocide, 
war crimes, and murder, and after thirteen years 
of hiding in Serbia, finally, finally, some justice 
might be served. 
 
Karadzic was responsible for the siege of 
Sarajevo, the 1,001-day long siege, the longest 
siege in modern military history, and finally, he 
has been arrested in Belgrade and is being 
extradited to The Hague. I would love nothing 
more than to sit at the sebilj and watch Sarajevans 
come down from their hillside homes and 
celebrate, because I can’t imagine there being any 
other response. Relief, perhaps, but hopefully 
celebration. 
 
I hope in Potacari, our hostess is sitting in her 
front yard with her daughter and her garden and 
is smiling at the knowledge that the man who 
orchestrated the murder of her husband and three 
sons is now going to be tried for his crimes. 
 
The news that Radovan Karadzic was arrested in 
Belgrade after 13 years on the run was a beautiful 



and fitting way to end what has been the most 
exciting month of my life. 
 
We spent five days interning with wonderfully 
altruistic people. We worked so hard trying to 
find funding for Vahidin. We played soccer with 
children at an orphanage who had never seen 
digital cameras before. What we may have done, 
in our short stay, was leave an impression. 
Whether it was Omer trying not to choke on the 
details of his father’s imprisonment, or Little 
Miki giving York a ring from his brother with the 
request that York never forget him. I’m more 
proud of the listening we did than of any of the 
action we did. 
 
At the time of this writing, I have yet to get my 
mind around what I’ve been doing for the past 
month. And I have yet to prepare myself for what 
returning to the outside world will do to me. All I 
can do now is look forward and encourage people 
to take an active interest in the world.  If we don’t 
educate ourselves about the problems in places 
like Bosnia, we’ll never be able to act to prevent 
these situations from arising in the future. 
Although all of us who were part of this 
delegation were already aware of the issues 
facing Bosnia and the rest of the world, the 
experience of being on the ground is 
irreplaceable. The knowledge we gained and the 
people we met will stay with us for life. 
 

 
International Participant Biographies 
 
Mirza Zukanovic 
Mirza was born in September 1990, in Sanski 
Most.  He is in the fourth year of high school 
and has participated in sports for the past 10 
years, but has recently focused more on his 
academic obligations.  His wish is to finish the 
faculty of transportation or construction, and to 
find employment in those fields. 
 
Edin Kocan 
Edin is from Sanski Most, and is 18 years old.  
He finished high school where he studied to be 
an economic technician.  He is currently 

looking for a job.  His wish is to win the 
lottery. 
 
Sead Sisic 
Sead was born in November 1989 in Prijedor.  
He is 18 years old, currently living in Sanski 
Most.  He finished high school in 2007, where 
he studied to be an electrician.  His wish is to 
live in Germany. 
 
Brigitte Amon 
Brigitte is from Austria and finished her studies 
of psychology in 2007.  She is currently living 
in Sanski Most, working as a volunteer through 
the European Voluntary Service, volunteering 
for a social institution called ‘Fenix’. When she 
returns to Austria in the fall of 2008, she plans 
to look for a job as a psychologist.  She 
considers her time in Sanski Most as an 
unforgettable and precious experience. 
 
Aida 
Aida is a journalist from Spain.  She has a lot 
of dreams for her career and also for Bosnia, 
where she is currently living.  She is in Sanksi 
Most with the European Voluntary Service, 
which has been a great experience, allowing 
her to learn more about different people and 
cultures.  She is also grateful for the 
opportunity to participate in the GYC seminar, 
where she was able to learn, share her 
emotions, and break with a lot of stereotypes 
she had about Americans. 
 
Anne 
Anne is from Germany, currently living in 
Sanski Most while take part in the European 
Voluntary Service program, working in a social 
center, Fenix.  When she returns to Germany 
she plans to study Slavic languages and gender 
studies, and will have lots of wonderful 
memories of her time in Bosnia and of the 
GYC seminar as well. 



GYC Participant Biographies 
 
David Allen 
David plans to graduate this spring from Southern 
Illinois University with B.A. in political science 
with a specialization in international affairs and 
an interdisciplinary minor that focuses on foreign 
language and mass communication & media arts. 
He is active in promoting cycling community in 
Southern Illinois and in bringing attention to 
alternative forms of transportation.  David is 
passionate about building community that takes 
advantage of the potential to accomplish great 
things through people working together. He 
strongly believes in the power, worth, and 
individuality of people, and that if people can 
align their interests they can work together to 
accomplish truly amazing things. David is also 
very interested in the effects of economic and 
political inequality, globalization, democracy, 
consumption, alternative transportation, and the 
environment. In his spare time, David works to 
promote music and art shows, runs a small record 
label, and teaches music. 
 
Samantha Barnard 
Samantha is currently pursuing a degree in the 
history of art and architecture at Harvard with a 
secondary focus on the social anthropology of 
human rights. She has participated in a number of 
volunteer and service projects working directly 
with people in need, including disabled children 
and seniors, as well as New York City's 
homeless. She is currently a member of the 
Harvard Darfur Action Group and the Harvard 
College Coalition for Ugandan Peace, among 
other working groups. She is fluent in Portuguese 
and travels often to Brazil, where she has dual 
citizenship. After college, she hopes to dedicate 
her time to working with conflict prevention and 
resolution, returning eventually to school to 
enroll in a graduate program. 
 
Shannon Barry 
Shannon is a junior at the University of 
Washington working to complete a double major 
in political science and sociology, and is 
extremely passionate about international law and 
politics. She has led a summer reading program, 

organized a blood drive, and volunteered her time 
for a number of other organizations. Currently, 
Shannon volunteers with a Seattle-based union, 
serves as Vice President of her sorority, and 
works a part-time job. Following her 2009 
graduation, she hopes to join the Peace Corps, 
working eventually with a nongovernmental 
organization or union that allows her to devote 
her life to helping others. 
 

 
 
Anne Bennet 
Anne attends John Burroughs School in St. Louis. 
She has worked as a volunteer at various St. 
Louis libraries, the St. Louis Science Center, and 
Glacier National Park, where she interned at the 
Native Plant Nursery. She has a passion for the 
arts and has participated in a professional dance 
program, the St. Louis Municipal Opera, and 
starred in her High School play. Recently, she 
became the photography editor at her High 
School. 
 
York Chow 
York graduated from Vassar College in the spring 
of 2007, where he majored in international 
studies with concentrations in comparative 
politics, ethics, and social philosophy. He 
participated in a study abroad program in 
Germany that keyed in on modern post-war 
German identity as a soft-power state promoting 
European integration. York wrote his senior 
thesis on the correlation between women's rights, 
immigration, and social welfare in Sweden, 
focusing on its effects on ethnically Swedish 
women and immigrant Muslim women. He 
currently serves as an American Red Cross 



volunteer certified to handle disaster-related 
issues. 
 
Sean Curran 
Sean will be graduating this spring from the 
University of Delaware with a wealth of 
knowledge from her studies in engineering, 
anthropology, sociology and international 
relations, supplemented by her work experiences 
as an engineer, a sales assistant, a bookkeeper, an 
artistic designer, a computer technician, a 
business manager, and as the current Assistant 
Director at the World Trade Center Delaware. 
She has lived and worked in a number of 
developing countries including Kenya and 
Ecuador as well as traveled through a number of 
other countries around the globe. Following 
graduate school, Sean intends to get involved 
with organizations that focus on the 
reconstruction and development in developing 
and disaster stricken countries. She wants to not 
only be able to pull on her science and 
engineering background when working in the 
future, but wants to use her cultural 
understanding as well to analyze the methods that 
have been used in Bosnia and to see what has 
worked and what hasn’t, and most importantly to 
understand why. She looks forward to meeting 
the people, talking to them, and gaining a greater 
understanding of what life was like before, 
during, and now, following the conflict. She 
wants to learn about small businesses in the area 
and see how they have grown and what programs 
could be created to build them even further. 
 

 
 

Ajla Delkic 
Ajla is a graduate student at George Mason 
University, where she studies conflict analysis 
and resolution, and is currently the Graduate 
Students in Conflict Studies Class 
Representative. She was born in Prijedor, Bosnia, 
and came to the United States as a refugee in the 
early 1990s. The situation in her former country 
prompted her to think about conflict and the ways 
in which conflict can be alleviated. She received 
her undergraduate degree in Political Science, 
with a minor in Religious Studies from the 
University of North Florida. She is keenly 
interested in children and youth issues, and she 
has spent a year and a half teaching and 
participating in the Big Brother Big Sister 
program in the United States. Ajla hopes to be an 
agent of change and, as Bosnia is close to her 
heart, she hopes to become involved in processes 
that aid her former country, whether through 
education, awareness-raising or cross-cultural 
communication. 
 
Julia Dowling 
Julia is currently an undergraduate junior at 
Smith College in Massachusetts, where she 
studies history and international relations and is 
actively involved in the social change 
community. She is the chair of the Student Global 
AIDS Campaign on campus and is proud to have 
become an educator and advocate for HIV/AIDS 
issues on campus, in the community, and 
nationally. Julia has had the opportunity to work 
in a New York City opera house and at the 
Museum of Jewish Heritage, in addition to being 
able to spend a semester at University College 
Cork in Ireland. She now works as a peer advisor 
in the Career Development Office at Smith. After 
college, Julia wants to work in the fields of Peace 
and Conflict or Development, because these 
issues impact other fields, such as health and 
education. She is also interested in International 
Affairs policy, and would like to work for a large 
institution like the International Rescue 
Committee or the United Nations.  
 



Elizabeth Dunn 
Elizabeth graduated from the University of South 
Florida with degrees in international studies and 
economics. She started a United Nations 
Association Student Alliance at USF, and has 
since become a board member of the United 
Nations Association Tampa-Bay Chapter. In 
November 2007, she went with a select group of 
UNA officials and youth delegates to Thailand, 
Cambodia and Vietnam to build awareness of 
UNA initiatives and the UN's Millennium 
Development Goals. Elizabeth is now taking a 
year off to gain valuable experience abroad. In 
the fall she plans on working towards a graduate 
degree in Public Health and Policy. 
 
Christina Garces 
Christina has just graduated from Bard College at 
Simon’s Rock with an A.A., and she is taking off 
a semester before she continues her education, 
pursuing a B.A. She has chosen anthropology and 
sociology as her major and she plans to obtain her 
doctorate in order to complete her institutional 
education. Over the past two years, Christina has 
been heavily involved in the Black Student 
Union, the Latino Student Union, The Race Task 
Force and the Diversity Committee. She has also 
done collaborative work with the Women’s 
Center and the Queer Straight Alliance. Together 
they created a basis for diversity on their upper 
middle class, white, liberal arts school. She wrote 
a grant proposal for funding all these groups after 
co-creating an umbrella group for them as a way 
to unify them. During her last weeks there, they 
were awarded $29,000. Christina has traveled 
abroad several times; the last time she traveled, 
she went to Ghana with a group of students from 
BCSR for a month, where they focused their 
studies on the Atlantic slave trade. 
 
Kate Goff 
Kate recently completed her B.A. in social 
inquiry with a focus on political science and 
sociology, and is currently working on her M.A. 
in political science with a focus in political theory 
from The New School for Social Research in 
New York City. Long interested in international 
law, human rights, and the Balkans, she has chose 
to write her senior thesis on war tribunals, 

including the International Tribunal for the 
former Yugoslavia. Currently working as a 
development/program assistant with New York 
Lawyers for the Public Interest, she has 
previously held two internships within the United 
Nations system: one with the United States Fund 
for UNICEF and the other with the Permanent 
Mission of Montenegro to the United Nations. 
After completion of degree, Kate hopes to be a 
Fulbright Scholar in Bosnia, teaching English and 
American studies while studying the role of 
education in reconciliation in post-conflict 
societies. After that, she looks to attend law 
school to study international criminal law and 
human rights law. Ultimately, Kate would like to 
become prosecutor with the International 
Criminal Court. 
 

 
 
Sara Ibrahim 
Sara works with Project Voice, the human rights 
initiative of the American Friends Service 
Committee as the National Policy Impact 
Coordinator. She received her J.D. from 
American University Washington College of 
Law, where she was awarded the Arthur 
Mathews Scholarship for pro bono commitment 
and served as Publications Editor of the Human 
Rights Brief. Sara received a graduate diploma in 
Forced Migration and Refugee Studies from the 
American University in Cairo and her B.A. from 
the George Washington University. She also 
worked as a Senior Research Associate at the 
Public International Law and Policy Group, a 
2005 Nobel Peace Prize nominee and non-profit 
organization, which operates as a global pro bono 
law firm providing free legal assistance to states 
and governments involved in conflicts. As a 
human rights advocate for the past five years, her 
work includes experience with Human Rights 



First and the Center for Gender and Refugee 
Studies at UC Hastings College of Law. She also 
has a foundation in peace negotiation from eight 
years of participation and leadership in Model 
United Nations and helped organize the first 
Middle East chapter of Student Action for 
Refugees. 
 
Nicolas Levy 
Interested in how identity and nationalism 
contribute to political violence, Nicolas recently 
graduated from the University of Southern 
California with degrees in both international 
relations and biomedical engineering. During his 
undergraduate studies, he acted on this interest by 
carrying out several research projects on identity 
and nationalism, including a year-long senior 
honors thesis on Basque nationalism, and a term 
paper comparing the role of victimization in 
fueling and/or helping to resolve ethnic conflicts 
in the Balkans and in South Africa. As chairman 
of the Tzedek (Justice) committee of USC’s 
Hillel Jewish Student Center, he organized an 
event in which a speaker from Jewish World 
Watch came to help educate the student body on 
the Darfur genocide, and helped lead a program 
in which several students routinely visited a 
homeless shelter on Los Angeles’s Skid Row. 
Nicolas seeks to pursue a Ph.D. program in 
nationalism and identity politics, eventually 
dedicating himself to resolving ethnic conflicts 
around the globe. He also enjoys playing sports 
including soccer, hockey, and baseball, and he 
religiously follows the Montreal Canadiens. 
 
Whitney Luken 
Whitney completed her undergraduate degree in 
English, history and written communication at the 
College of Mount Saint Joseph in Cincinnati, 
Ohio. As part of her major, she was enrolled in a 
series of four history and philosophy classes 
covering various time periods and their dominant 
philosophies. During this series, Whitney was 
introduced to the book Love Thy Neighbor: A 
Story of War by Peter Maass. The book follows 
the Yugoslavian civil war of the 1990s and was 
her first introduction to the Bosnian people and 
culture. Following the completion of her 
Bachelor's degree, she briefly enrolled in 

American University's Master's program in 
Ethics, Peace and Global Affairs in Washington, 
DC. She now works as an editorial assistant with 
Hachette Book Group USA in Nashville, 
Tennessee. 
 
Michelle Olson 
Michelle is currently pursuing a degree in health 
education and eventually hopes to get her 
master's in public health. As a health educator, 
she hopes to advocate healthy living not only by 
teaching but also by example, using her summer 
vacations to volunteer in health or human-rights-
related fields. Michelle has experience as a 
telefunder and as a camp counselor at the 
Hanover Improvement Society, where she was in 
charge of 12 to 20 children (ages 6-14 years old) 
at a day camp. She has also previously 
volunteered abroad in Belize for a short time. 
 
Joseph Panza 
Joe graduated in 2003 from Siena College with a 
Bachelor’s in computer science and a minor in 
both math and business. After graduating, he was 
employed by On2 Technologies to work on video 
compression software, where he helped design a 
high-end software package with the current CTO 
of the company. While working there, he also 
volunteered at a local elementary school to help 
them with an engineering competition called First 
Lego League.  The second year that he 
volunteered at First Lego League, the children 
won their regional tournament and went on to the 
world championships. After working at On2 
Technologies for almost 4 years, Joe left to attend 
law school in Chicago and he now works with the 
Greater Chicago Chapter of the United Nations 
Association. Joe has worked extensively with 
kids, tutoring through high school and college, 
and volunteering at a special needs school in 
Ecuador. He aspires to complete his law degree 
and work internationally on human rights cases. 
 
 



GYC Staff Biographies 
 
Rick Bennet 
Special Program Assistant 
Global Youth Connect 
Rick is completing his Master's degree in War 
Studies at King's College London, where he has 
focused on the conduct of contemporary warfare 
in the former Yugoslavia and Iraq. He is a 
graduate of Yale University with a double major 
in Political Science and Philosophy. Rick has 
worked for the Council on Foreign Relations in 
their Global Health Program, researching 
bioterrorism, HIV and national security, and 
emerging diseases. He also worked on HIV/AIDS 
related issues with the Asia Society's AIDS in 
Asia Initiative and the Center for 
Interdisciplinary Research on AIDS at Yale. Rick 
has spent time over the past two summers in BiH 
and the surrounding region, including his time as 
a participant in a GYC program in 2006, and has 
also lived in Prague, where he worked for the 
Czech Government on European affairs. He is an 
avid baseball fan. 
 
Miki Jacevic 
Bosnia Program Director 
Global Youth Connect 
Miki is a human rights activist and peace 
program specialist from Sarajevo, Bosnia & 
Hercegovina. He is a co-founder of Global Youth 
Connect where he is directing Bosnia program. In 
addition, Miki works full-time as a deputy 
director at the Initiative for Inclusive Security 
where he oversees policy efforts to include civil 
society in formal and informal peace processes. 
Before the war in Bosnia, Miki headed the UN 
Youth Chapter and was president of the local 
committee of AIESEC, the largest student 
association in the world. During the war, he was 
involved in numerous projects to ease the 
suffering of youth and the elderly. In 1994, he 
founded and directed Collegium Bosniacum, an 
organization of Bosnian students in Europe. Out 
of that work grew the initiative, Academic 
Lifeline for Bosnia Hercegovina, aimed at 
rebuilding the country's academic institutions. In 
1995, Miki headed the Vienna office of the 
World University Service, dealing with education 

issues in troubled regions. During this time, he 
also lived and worked in South Africa, Northern 
Ireland, Palestine, and Central American 
countries. Miki has consulted with many conflict 
resolution organizations, including Search for 
Common Ground, where he led efforts to develop 
child soldiers programs. He has led several 
delegations of international activists and conflict 
resolution practitioners to various post-conflict 
settings, including the Balkans, Northern Ireland, 
South Africa and Guatemala. He has served on 
the Board of Directors of several organizations, 
including the KARUNA Center for Peace 
building, Global Youth Action, State of the 
World Forum, and others. He has been honored 
with numerous awards, including the Fetzer 
Institute Fellowship, Rotary International 
Scholarship, Soros Foundation Scholarship, State 
of the World Forum ChangeMaker award 1999, 
and honorary President of the Bosnian Student 
Union.  Miki is a PhD student in Conflict 
Resolution at NOVA University, and holds a 
Master of Science degree in Conflict Analysis 
and Resolution from George Mason University. 
He teaches in the Conflict Transformation Across 
Cultures Program, (CONTACT) Summer Peace 
building Institute at the School for International 
Training in Brattleboro, Vermont, and is an 
associate faculty member for the Trauma and 
Conflict Program at Prescott Collage in Arizona. 
 

 
 
Vahidin Omanovic 
Director 
Center for Peacebuilding 
Vahidin Omanovic is a founder and director of 
the Center for Peacebuilding, a non-political, 
non-governmental organization based in Sanski 
Most, Bosnia and Herzegovina. He has worked as 
a liaison, trainer, and project manager for the 



organization whose goals are peacebuilding, 
reconciliation and the prevention of violence. 
Vahidin has designed and facilitated workshops 
and interpersonal dialogue groups, taught non-
violent communication and conflict 
transformation, supervised personnel, created 
budget and grant proposals, and trained youth 
camps in Macedonia, Kosovo, and all across 
Bosnia and Herzegovina. He holds a master’s 
degree in International and Intercultural 
Management from the School for International 
Training in Vermont and a Professional 
Certificate in Intercultural Peacebuilding.  
Vahidin is also an Imam, and he graduated from 
Islamic theological school with an Imam, 
Teacher, and Preacher Diploma in 1998. Before 
establishing the Center for Peacebuilding, he 
worked as a foreign language instructor in 
primary and middle schools, an administrative 
assistant to the Bosnian Army. During the war in 
Bosnia, while still in his teens, he served as a 
counselor, liaison, teacher and religious leader at 
refugee camps in Slovenia. Vahidin has given 
numerous presentations on Bosnia and 
Intercultural Conflict Transformation in 
numerous European countries and the United 
States. Vahidin is fluent in Bosnian, English, 
Arabic, and Slovenian, and has strong 
conversational skills in Spanish, Italian, Turkish, 
and Russian. 
 


