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Cambodia in 2007 
 

Khmer Rouge Tribunal Focus:  Three decades 

later, history of KR period has yet to be 

officially incorporated into school curriculums 

leaving Cambodia’s youth with little 

knowledge of what happened aside from the 

personal anecdotes told by their parents, if told 

at all.” 

 

 
GYC delegation group photo 

 

“I just wanted to say thanks again for letting us 

all come to Cambodia for the GYC delegation.  

It was such an amazing experience.  After 

talking to my parents about Cambodia over the 

last few days, I can tell that I learned SO much 

about the country and the issues it faces over 

the last month and it is so exciting to see that.”  

-Lindsay Lane 

 

Youth Resource Development Program 
 

YRDP aims to support the development of 

Cambodian civil society by addressing the lack 

of critical thinking and analytical skills among 

university students.  The organization provides 

non-formal education and capacity-building 

opportunities for students to develop their 

capacities for analyzing their own situation and 

their country’s situation and to reflect on this 

analysis and act for change.  YRDP seeks to 

provide these students with opportunities to 

become committed citizens and to be active 

members of the society.  YRDP programs aim 

at empowering Cambodian youth and training 

them to be active in promoting non-violence, 

peace, justice and sustainable development. 

 

 
YRDP staff share their mission and program 

activities with GYC delegates 

 

 GYC partner organization 

 started in 1992, serves young Cambodian 

university students, empower youth and 

strengthen critical-thinking skills which 

equal societal change and positive action 

 University students are the future leaders of 

Cambodia and the agents of social change 

 in university classes in the US, there is little 

to no debate or discussion about issues in 

general, especially about issues of social 

concern 

 two main programs:  1) training unit and 2) 

youth empowerment unit 

 youth empowerment unit was a new unit 

formed last year and students go into the 

community to work on issues 

 training:  core course = personal 

development 

 use participatory and experiential training 

methodology 

 students make a small financial contribution 

to participate in the courses 

 young people are often afraid to talk about 

politics 

 all of the courses are popular because all 

are related to the real life of young people 

and help them resolve conflicts in non-

violent ways 

 also include focus on hot issues, for 

example, now they are including the topic 
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of gas and oil in Cambodia (generally not 

talked about or discussed which is a 

worrying trend given the comparisons to 

Nigeria) 

 youth empowerment unit is a new project in 

the last year 

 work with students only after they finished 

the training cycle 

 volunteer youth group – go to community 

to see/assess the community needs, then 

form clubs to develop plans/actions to 

support the community; they choose the 

issues themselves 

 since 1998, 10 of their volunteer youth 

clubs became independent NGOs 

(including YFP) 

 critical thinking forum:  this year focuses 

on oil & gas, sensitive and important issue 

(important because Cambodia will change 

dramatically in next 3 years) 

 conflict can come from loss of identity 

through globalization 

 43% women participants in YEP (which is 

higher than the percentage of women 

attending university in Cambodia overall) 

 education is based on economic gain not 

social development, so students don’t lie to 

work as volunteers 

 

Site Visits 
 

 
 
Youth for Peace 

 

Youth for Peace (YFP) conducts interactive 

workshops and program activities for youth in 

conflict resolution, peacebuilding and 

leadership education grounded in Cambodian 

culture.  Their peace education program is 

designed to heal youth effectively promote 

peace within themselves, their families, their 

communities and their nation.  The leadership 

program helps youth become aware of the 

social problems around them and identify 

possible solutions.  (www.yfpcambodia.org) 

 

 
Cambodian students participate in Youth for Peace 

workshop on Khmer Rouge Tribunal 

 

 “equipping and encouraging young people 

to actively build a culture of peace for 

themselves, their families and their society” 

 YFP prepares young people for leadership 

and active citizenship by developing their 

capacity for decision-making, building a 

sense of responsibility and empowering 

them to build a culture of peace.  Aims to 

bring about a society of peace and social 

justice in Cambodia through development 

of good role models and active citizenship 

of youth who understand and practice a 

culture of peace. 

 Three main activities – peace education 

project, leadership project and youth 

participation project 

 Peace Education Project:  building good 

self workshops to develop self-esteem and 

confidence, communication skills and 

tolerance as well as second step workshops 

to focus youth’s attention to the situation in 

society and to realize their personal roles 

and responsibilities, particularly in reducing 

conflict and conflict resolution 

 Leadership Project:  leadership and 

facilitation workshops to provide sills and 

tools to become active agents of positive 

change in society and youth initiative 

groups to inspire groups to develop and 

implement micro-projects for change, thus 

gaining leadership experience as well as 

improving society 

http://www.yfpcambodia.org/
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 Youth Participation Project:  Human rights 

and democracy workshops which inform 

about human rights values and principles of 

democracy and the potential for change 

within their own communities as well as 

youth democracy groups which create 

micro-projects impacting democracy and 

decentralization at the local level. 

 Youth for Justice and Reconciliation 

Project:  represents a unique contribution to 

the ECCC as it attempt to address the 

dangerously large gap in knowledge among 

Cambodia’s younger generation on the 

history of Cambodia and the ECCC.  Create 

greater space for discussion among young 

and old on expectations for the ECCC, 

justice, reconciliation and history. 

 

Also had the opportunity to observe an 

educational workshop organized by Youth for 

Peace focused on the upcoming Khmer Rouge 

Tribunal.  Delegation members also had an 

opportunity to interview some of the 

Cambodian youth participating in this 

workshop 

 

 “Understand, Remember, Change” 

workshop Youth for Peace – workshops 

and public dialogues on public expectations 

of the tribunal – and provide students with 

an orientation on the history of Cambodia 

and the ECCC 

 

Cambodian League for the Promotion and 

Defense of Human Rights (LICADHO) 

 

Since 1992, LICADHO has been at the 

forefront of efforts to strengthen civil society 

and to promote the respect for human rights 

and rule of law by the Cambodian government 

and institutions.  LICADHO provides human 

rights education and training, monitors cases of 

human rights violations, provides assistance to 

victims, and conducts research and advocacy 

on major rights problems.  Focused primarily 

on civil and political rights, LICADHO’s 

programs also include the promotion and 

protection of the rights of women, children and 

other vulnerable groups within Cambodian 

society, and assistance to victims of torture.  

(www.licadho.org) 

 

 
Reviewing human rights reports at LICADHO 

 

 day we were supposed to meet with 

founder, arrests of LICADHO staff 

protesting at the annual donors consultative 

meeting (what exactly were they protesting 

about again?), demonstrating the clearly 

fragile nature of utilizing protests to 

organize and limitations on freedom of 

speech and organizing; “climate here is 

dangerous”, challenging working 

environment for human rights activists 

seeking change at the government level 

(criticizing the government or protesting) 

 LICADHO started in 1993 with voter 

education and them moved to human rights 

abuses 

 Main areas of work include:  human rights 

education; project against torture; 

children’s rights; women’s rights; medical 

assistance; and monitoring violations and 

prisons 

 focus on state or government abuses of 

human rights, not on everyday conflict 

situations between individuals 

http://www.licadho.org/
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 no social security in Cambodia so it is up to 

NGOs to provide this kind of support 

 Advocacy work is integrated into all their 

programs 

 While LICADHO does not work on anti-

corruption, corruption is one of the biggest 

problems in Cambodia 

 According to LICADHO, there are 4 

systematic factors that underlie most human 

rights abuses in Cambodia: impunity; 

discrimination against vulnerable groups; 

corruption and the economic gap between 

the rich and the poor 

 Concern about increasing conflicts over 

natural resource issues in Cambodia, 

specifically land grabbing, illegal logging 

and potential impact of discovery of oil 

 “land is a limited resource; when you’ve tae 

this you’ve tae everything” 

 “change may only come by people’s 

revolution – and land is one area that might 

create such a revolution” 

 “if we can help the individual than it is 

worth it, despite the bleak political context” 

 particularly legalistic, advocacy approach to 

human rights protection 

 

Khemara 

 

Khemara’s mission is to work directly with 

communities to promote the capacity, self-

confidence, and well-being of people, 

especially women and children, through the 

sharing of information, education and 

counseling, including the encouragement of 

women to recognize women’s potential and 

rights to participate in decisionmaking.  Their 

projects include:  sexual health and general 

health education, support for orphans, 

vulnerable children and families affected by 

HIV/AIDS, providing vocational skills to 

women and a childcare center.  

(www.khemaracambodia.org) 

 

 
Children at school run by Khemara sing 

 a welcome song for GYC delegates 

 

 founded in 1991, first NGO in Cambodia 

 working in two districts, now expanding to 

Kampong Cham province 

 enhancing status of women and children, 

poor and vulnerable – also work with sex 

workers and HIV+ 

 4 child care centers/kindergartens which are 

free for families that take their children 

there 

 creating social and economic opportunities 

for the family 

 provide care to HIV+ children in their 

center 

 wat donated space to Khemara for their 

office 

 psycho-social support 

 educate children against discrimination of 

people with HIV/AIDs 

 also help with income generation by 

providing small loans for small business 

 health support as well – home-based care 

teams 

 micro-credit: successfully convinced donors 

not to get interest from the borrowers but 

encourage them to save (effort not to live 

day-to-day, especially HIV/AIDs since 

need to have long-term goals so as not to 

lose hope 

 sex workers:  working with more than 500, 

HIV/AIDs prevention and protection; also 

work with shop and restaurant owners 

 OVCs = orphans and vulnerable children:  

up to 24 years old, form groups of children 

http://www.khemaracambodia.org/
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in community; reduce 

stigma/discrimination (play games, roles 

plays); change attitudes and behaviors of 

children in the community; send children to 

school 

 community education: aimed at educating 

community members re: 

stigma/discrimination reduction 

 Khemara works with/provides services to 

People Living with AIDS (PLA) from 

moment diagnosed to time of passing and 

also takes care of children when parents die 

 most of sex workers are illiterate so at high 

risk – provide non-formal education, also 

need sills training 

 child support network/community assistant 

based in the community 

 another strategy is to create foster families, 

families who are willing to adopt – but they 

also do follow-up to check in 

 the job is difficult but see values and 

advantages of the work; committed – 

children are the pillar/future of the nation 

 $100,000 per year to fund the work of 

Khemara 

 future needs: don’t want to be stuck; laid a 

foundation and want to build 

sustainability/expand; difficult to find 

people in the community to take on the 

responsibility; sustainability of funding is 

difficult as communication with overseas 

donors is a challenge 

 

United States Embassy - Cambodia 

 

Ambassador Joseph Mussomeli 

U.S. Foreign Policy and Support for Human 

Rights in Cambodia 

 

 start diplomatic relations in Cambodia in 

1955 

 “Cambodia has never been a normal 

country and relations between the US and 

Cambodia have never been normal” – up 

and down relations since the 1960s (been 

iced out a few times) 

 remarkable # of tragedies in a short time; 

Cambodians stoic if they were more whiny 

maybe they would get more attention 

 recent achievement was bringing in the 

Peace Corps 

 human rights activists rely too much on the 

international community and foreign 

groups; Cambodians need to stand up on 

their own feet if they don’t lie what the 

government is doing 

 what has the US been doing related to 

human rights? – training judges, human 

rights forums, supporting organizations lie 

DC-CAM 

 USAID funding cut, budget was cut by 1/3 

due to cost of war in Iraq – resulted in 

cutting of funding of certain programs such 

as program supporting the return and 

reintegration of Cambodian-American 

deportees 

 two ways of looking at Cambodia:  1) 

Cambodia a completely new country as of 

1992, an adolescent country – based on 

that, wow it has come a long way; or 2) 

what a failure, haven’t gotten anywhere 

(KR really succeeded in setting country 

back to year zero) 

 KRT:  USG not directly funding RT due to 

congressional limitations because feel not 

meeting international standards (this has to 

come first – note, seems vague to me!);  US 

wants a trial but a trial that is a farce is 

better than no trial at all; this is the only 

international genocide trial that the US has 

not funded; but we fund DC-CAM to 

document and preserve evidence that will 

be used at the trial; US wants assurance that 

there won’t be high level interference 

 land grabbing could really cause instability 

in Cambodia and if people get concerned 

about the stability of land it could cause 

problems for the CPP 

 OIL: oil will double the GNP of Cambodia; 

in a way, we are enablers of bad behavior 

through our aid policy 

 60-70% of US money goes to health 

initiatives 

 $ to increase efficiencies at garment 

factories (e.g. redesigning floor plan) 

 how to get Americans interested and caring 

about Cambodia? – small country, largely 

irrelevant (of course, we are largely 
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ignorant of the rest of the world); no 

terrorism so Cambodia does not exist; 

HOWEVER, we have a moral 

responsibility because of our checkered past 

 because of genocide, political opposition 

and HRs groups here are more timid than 

anywhere else; Cambodians need more 

courage and non-violent activism 

(“Courage is not the only virtue, but it is the 

virtue that makes all others possible.”); 

foreign community cannot give courage 

 

(http://cambodia.usembassy.gov) 

 

 

United Nations High Commission for 

Human Rights 

 

The Office of the High Commissioner for 

Human Rights in Cambodia was established in 

Cambodia following the withdrawal for the 

United Nations Transitional Authority in 

Cambodia (UNTAC).  Its mandate for human 

rights in Cambodia combines monitoring, 

protection and public reporting functions with 

technical assistance and advisory services 

programs.  (http://cambodia.ohchr.org) 

 

Note: she mentioned that she was speaking 

unofficially and informally so not sure what is 

OK to use in our report and what is not O 

 

-office founded in 1993 with major role in 

monitoring Paris Peace Accords but no has 

been downsized; before they did systematic 

monitoring of human rights but now they focus 

only on hot issues that they think are the most 

important 

 

-quite concerned about human rights in 

Cambodia; Cambodian institutions are not 

really independent and autonomous (not a 

robust system of checks and balances) 

 

-3 main areas of focus: rule of law and reform 

of the judiciary; freedom of 

expression/assembly and rights of human rights 

defenders; LAND rights 

 

-rule of law activities:  judiciary is actually 

being used to suppress human rights; critics are 

criminalized through the judiciary; forces are 

so powerful that not even international scrutiny 

helps; more hope for judiciary 5-10 years ago; 

any form of criticism is seen as something bad 

by the government; increasing climate of fear 

in Cambodia 

 

-freedom of expression, etc.:  they tae on cases 

of individuals who are being targeted for 

reprisals; document the trends; protesting is 

seen as inciting and disturbing the public order 

 

-land rights: land being given to private 

individuals for development and being done in 

non-transparent ways; adding to the 

impoverishment of the population, in the name 

of “development”; very little information 

available; laws supposedly offer protection but 

they are not upheld; could create a lot of 

instability in Cambodia; the international 

community is being led to believe one thing but 

the reality is another; gains are for a selected 

group not for everyone 

 

-trials (KRT) are important opportunity for 

Cambodia because at the international level 

Cambodia has largely been forgotten so there 

will be renewed interest 

 

-KRT will shed a light on the state of the 

Cambodian judicial system today and if they 

are successful it will allow Cambodia to close 

the chapter of the KR period, to deal with this 

past and look at where Cambodia is as a 

country today; however, failure of the KRT 

could expose the Cambodian government even 

more 

 

-upcoming national elections – for commune 

council elections, still a lot of challenges for the 

electoral system in Cambodia.  For example, 

the National Electoral Commission is not 

independent; at the local level, no professional 

offices which oversee the election process; not 

so easy to vote freely as there is some 

intimidation; 30% abstention rate, quite high 

and possibly due to disenchantment and fear 

http://cambodia.usembassy.gov/
http://cambodia.ohchr.org/
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-PN refuses to meet with special representative 

and says UN in Cambodia is pretty useless 

 

-means a lot, that government is not willing to 

engage in the issues they work on and the 

government is not willing to look at human 

rights in a constructive manner – pretty much 

“the worst thing that could have happened” 

 

-nonetheless, they still have a duty to document 

the trends and fulfill their mandate and have a 

duty to say what they see happening 

 

-up to Cambodia to decide re: activism role; 

risks are quite high and not a very safe 

environment – difficult to as when there isn’t 

an environment conducive to that; if they 

mobilize more and more the penalties will be 

higher; government won’t allow a “people’s 

movement”; afraid demonstrations will become 

something bigger – some people feel really 

strong about protesting and others are afraid; 

not to mention from KR period that the 

spectrum of oppression is still in their minds; 

protests don’t necessarily equal change; lack of 

change is not due to lack of initiative on the 

part of Cambodians, but more about the abuse 

of power 

 

-overall, the international community feels as if 

they have little power; we’re hitting our head 

on the wall but we still have to do our job; we 

can’t now if things would have been worse 

without them; we have to work in solidarity 

and a belief that what is right is right 

 

-problems are so many, there re never enough 

people to cover it (even competing interests 

regarding human rights and different priorities) 

 

Arn Chorn Pond 

 

-BIO for Arn 

INSERT PHOTO FROM WEB 

-Did I take any notes about what he spoke 

about? 

-GET REFLECTIONS FROM 

PARTICIPANTS – there was one from the 

evaluations 

 

Choeung Ek Memorial 

 

Between 1975 and 1978, about 17,000 men, 

women , children and infants who had been 

detained and tortured at S-21 were transported 

to the extermination camp of Choeung Ek.  

Today, this infamous “killing fields” site 

remains as a memorial to the devastation that 

fell on Cambodia under the Khmer Rouge. 

 

 
Reflecting on Cambodian history at  

Choeung Ek genocide memorial site 

 

Kem Sokha & the Human Rights Party 

 

Introductory paragraph here… 
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Kem Sokha shares his hopes for 

 Cambodia’s new “Human Rights Party” 

 

-Kem Sokha has a long-standing reputation for 

advocating social justice and fighting against 

corruption and human rights abuses – 

Cambodian Center for Human Rights (founded 

in 2002) 

-one of the goals of the Human Rights Party is 

“to raise the living standard of the people and 

change Cambodia into a society that offers 

equal choices and opportunities for every 

citizen seeing their future.”
1
 

 

UNHCHR perspective:  biggest problem is that 

he calls it the Human Rights Party and uses 

human rights problems for political purposes; 

has taken his human rights work into political 

agenda, makes it difficult for human rights 

organizations because now they may been seen 

as politicized (a little damaging for the 

prospects of civil society) 

 

-power holders want power for their own 

benefit, not for the people; power holders need 

to focus on the people, not on their own benefit 

 

-with 30% living on less than #1/day it is so 

difficult for them to gain their rights (this is 

under the poverty line) 

 

-it is easy for political parties to make the 

people a “tool” 

                                                 
1
 “Cambodian Human Rights Activist Launches His Own 

Political Party,” International Hearld Tribune, July 22, 

2007, http://www.iht.com/bin/print..php?id=6765538 

 

 

-in Cambodia, you become rich with power, no 

power=poverty 

 

-July 2008 national election 

 

-CCHR – educate about human rights and 

democracy, including broadcasting through the 

radio and directly to the community; forum to 

allow government to talk to the people and also 

advocacy efforts 

 

-OIL:  first, need to have transparency in 

government; second, oil interests need to be 

shared equally/fair distribution; use for farmers 

living in very poor conditions; use for 

education and address unemployment (lack of 

vocational/technical skill) 

 

-work more important in politics now that he is 

out of the NGO world 

 

-he “did” human rights awareness already 

within his NGO; when worked with NGO, no 

authority to solve the problems faced by the 

people; found many issues but felt like he could 

do nothing, so he is trying to get the power to 

solve the problems; time to move on to try to 

solve the problem 

 

-2010: oil issue will be very sensitive 

 

-long-term goals for yourself, for Cambodia: 

have Cambodians respect the rule of law, this 

goal can be achieved but everyone needs to be 

involved 

 

-if win the election, develop the country based 

on human rights 

 

-establish a human rights mechanism, a 

National Human Rights Commission and also a 

HRs body for the judiciary 

 

-international community is very important for 

Cambodia; Cambodia doesn’t have its own 

money in order to be independent, so 

international community is necessary; but with 

http://www.iht.com/bin/print..php?id=6765538
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oil money, concerned Cambodia won’t need 

international community 

 

-international community must focus on two 

main points: economic development and 

education 

-the other NGOs should support the political 

party working for human rights, not protest 

against it (!!!! – democracy still has a LONG 

way to go in Cambodia, clearly!!!) 

 

-promise to work/devote himself to work for 

human rights, different form of work now but 

still working for human rights; if he wins 

human rights will be the main issue he will 

focus on 

 

Khmer Kampuchea Krom Human Rights 

Organization (KKKHRO) 

 

KKKHRO has activities in promoting human 

rights and democracy for Khmer Kampuchea 

Krom people in 4 provinces.  Its main objective 

is to ensure promotion, defense of and respect 

for rights of Khmer Kampuchea Krom, 

including youth and women, to be able to live 

normally with dignity in mainstream 

Cambodian society.  KKKHRO aims to achieve 

these objectives through its advocacy, human 

rights training and monitoring/investigation 

projects. 

 

KKKHRO received a small grant from GYC in 

support of its “Khmer Kampuchea Krom youth 

are empowered and actively participate in 

building the Cambodian society” project. 

 

We visited KKKHRO’s project and met with 

youth served by the project (Khsom Village, 

Banteay Dek Commune, Kein Svay District, 

Kandal Province) 

 

 
 

Discussion about international philanthropy as 

a tool for promoting and protecting human 

rights.  In particular, GYC will discuss past 

efforts to raise funds for a small grants fund for 

Cambodian NGOs, prepare participants for a 

site visit to a GYC grantee – Khmer 

Kampuchea Krom Human Rights Association, 

and also discuss ways that delegation members 

can become involved in philanthropic efforts to 

support the work of Cambodian NGOs (once 

they go home). 

 

-Vision:  KKKHRO wishes to see a society 

where all people have a better life especially 

the Khmer Krom and ethnic minority groups 

who have the opportunities freely and equally 

in rebuilding a lawful Cambodian civil society 

with human rights respect and democracy. 

-Mission:  To promote and defend human rights 

and democracy in Cambodia, particularly for 

Khmer Kampuchea Krom and other ethnic 

minority groups 

-Goal:  To increase awareness and protection of 

human rights and democracy in Cambodia, 

particularly for Khmer Kampuchea Krom and 

other minority groups. 

-met with approximately 15 youth participants 

in the program, ages 17-25 from poor families 

in the community with limited educational 

opportunities 

-overview of what GYC funded project and 

what youth are working on 

-historical situation of KKK in Cambodia 
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-presentations on KKK youth concerns in 

Cambodia and overview of discrimination and 

minority issues in the US (skits) 

-small group discussion about the issues and 

about what KKKHRA youth participants have 

learned from their participation in the project. 

 

-after I attended the advocacy awareness 

training, I am aware of some advocacy 

campaign that lead to resolve some issues in 

the local community 

 

-After I was trained by KKKHRO, I am aware 

of the topic and I disseminate to my friends and 

relatives about the discrimination, make them 

now that they are not immigrants, we are 

Khmer. 

 

-Happy that GYC supports for this training, 

now it is easier than before. 

 

-After I get knowledge on advocacy, I 

disseminate the information to others on how to 

advocate. 

 

-I strongly hope that GYC will continue to 

support our activities in the future, because I 

would lie to broaden the network bigger than 

this in order to eliminate discrimination against 

KKK. 

 

-among 15 members here, only 2 have ID cards 

which makes it very difficult to get a job; made 

advocacy campaign to local authorities and 

Ministry of Interior but no response as of yet.  

After 6 months, KKK should be considered as 

Khmer per the law (after coming from 

Vietnam) but this is not happening. 

 

 
Vulnerable Children’s Assistance 

Organization (VCAO) 

 

The Vulnerable Children’s Assistance 

Organization (VCAO) serves children living in 

difficult circumstances.  Since it was organized, 

VCAO started with non-formal education for 

poor students who came from remote and urban 

areas and who were not able to afford access to 

public schools or private schools.  Their main 

activities are children’s rights awareness, 

providing assistance to child scavengers at 

Stung Meanchey – which includes first aid and 

literacy education, and protection of child 

domestic workers. 

 

 
 

-created by a group of post-Khmer Rouge 

orphans out of their own concerns for other 

younger children left abandoned and homeless 

to fend for themselves.    

-focus on serving vulnerable children.  For 

example, “thousands of children work at 

municipal dumpsites in Phnom Penh and in 
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other cities of the country.  Some get run over 

by garbage trucks or get buried in the heap as 

they fight for recyclables.” 

-VCAO works for poor and socially vulnerable 

children to provide education, to build hope 

and promote healthy dreams for the future.  

They learn about their rights under the 

Children’s Rights Convention and are able to 

acquire life’s skills and the moral support for 

them to develop into healthy adults.” 

-Work in four provinces in Cambodia: Kandal, 

Kampong Cham, Takeo and Siem Reap 

-VCAO began working with children who 

collect recyclables in Stung Meanchey in 1997.  

A center was established to provide shelter, 

proper nutrition, education and healthcare.  

Some scholarships are provided for children to 

attend nearby schools.  Other children receive 

non-formal education, where basic literacy and 

vocational sills are taught. 

-VCAO also works with the whole community 

living around the dumpsite, educating parents 

and community leaders about the United 

Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child 

to promote greater health and social and 

economic development.” 

-Other projects include:  raising awareness on 

children’s rights issues and the Convention on 

the Rights of the Child; providing non-formal 

and vocational training as well as other services 

to child domestic workers; silk weaving center 

in several poor communities to prevent children 

from fleeing their community to see jobs 

elsewhere; village-based programming to 

prevent sexual exploitation of children; and 

running a child care program for vulnerable 

children in Phnom Penh. 

 

Stung Meanchey Garbage Dump 

 

One of the saddest sites in Phnom Penh is the 

sprawling 100 acre garbage dump at Sung 

Meanchey.  Thick plumes of black smoke rise 

from the stinking pile, choking the air with 

toxic gasses where more than 250 people 

(including many children) scavenge through the 

900 tons of garbage dumped daily at the site. 

 

 

 

 
 

Ptea Teuk Dong (Street Families Center)  

 
The goal of PTD is to improve the quality of 

life and restore the dignity of street families 

and the victims of sexual abuse and rape to 

assist them in reintegrating into the Cambodian 

community. 

 
Phare Ponlear Silapak 

 

An organization created in the refugee camps 

that uses art and theater as a tool to educate and 

enrich the lives of children living in the 

Battambang area. 

 

-cultural and artistic center in Battambang 

-music – learning traditional Cambodian music 

and pop music 

-drawing and carving to assist youth in 

becoming professional artists 

-circus skills:  also incorporate social issues, 

raising awareness e.g., HIV/AIDS, mine 

accidents, rights of disabled people, children’s 

rights, trafficking, etc. 

-non-formal and formal education 

-library 

-child care center for at-risk youth 

 

 

Human Rights Learning Community 
Workshop 
 

During this 4-day workshop, delegation 

participants gathered together with young 
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Cambodians to build community and cross-

cultural collaboration around issues of human 

rights, social justice and conflict resolution. 

 

The focus of this workshop was on issues 

related to human rights, genocide prevention, 

justice and reconciliation after conflict and 

youth action for human rights.  The workshop 

had a specific emphasis on the role and impact 

of the upcoming Khmer Rouge Tribunal and 

incorporated site visits to Tuol Sleng genocide 

museum, the Extraodinary Chambers, and the 

Documentation Center of Cambodia.   

 

Participants will have a chance to introduce 

themselves and learn more about the other 

participants joining in this workshop.  

Everyone will have a chance to present their 

hopes, expectations and concerns about the 

workshop.  The facilitators will also share 

information about the educational methodology 

that will be used during the workshop and 

discuss the goals, agenda, and group 

agreements for the human rights learning 

community. 

 

 
 

What is “Human Rights”?   

 

The focus of this workshop will be to identify 

core human rights ideas and concepts, analyze 

differences and similarities in thinking and 

perceptions about human rights, and share our 

personal perspectives on human rights issues.  

We will use the Universal Declaration of 

Human Rights as a framework for our 

discussions. 

 

Human Rights Brainstorm 

 

 Dignity 

 Universal/cultural? 

 Hard to make real/practice 

 Right to speak out/dissent 

 Experience childhood/life 

 Right to live as a human being 

 Freedom under law 

 Right to pursue happiness 

 Respect to each other 

 Agreement (written or natural) – 

guideline 

 Right people have to do what is right 

 Re-evaluate specific priorities (?) 

 Fair 

 Defend from violation 

 

-“it’s a human right but you need to as for it” 

 

-US is “father” of democracy and human rights 

but in some cases U.S. and Cambodia share 

some human rights problems 

 

-what’s really universal in every country is 

being rich?? 

 

What is “Genocide”?   

 

In this workshop, participants will use 

interactive theater techniques drawn from the 

Theater of the Oppressed to analyze and 

discuss the Convention on the Prevention and 

Genocide.  There will be a particular emphasis 

on analyzing the international definition of 

genocide in relation to Cambodia’s history and 

the upcoming Khmer Rouge Tribunal. 

 

Analysis of Definition of Genocide – using a 

theatre of the oppressed methodology 

 

 Why classify as genocide or not? 
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 Why is there some unwillingness to call 

it genocide? 

 Maybe the definition of genocide needs 

to be changed? 

 

 
 

 
 

Eight Stages of Genocide 

 

According to genocide expert Dr. Gregory 

Stanton of the U.S.-based organization 

Genocide Watch, there are eight stage of 

genocide which are predictable and avoidable.  

In this workshop, we learn about these eight 

stages of genocide and analyze them based on 

Cambodia’s history.  At each stage, 

preventative measures can stop massive human 

rights violations and conflict from escalating 

into genocide.  We will also identify and 

discuss different types of human rights 

interventions which could and should be made 

at each stage. 

 

Eight Stages of Genocide2 
 

1) Classification 

2) Symbolization 

3) Dehumanization 

4) Organization 

5) Polarization 

6) Identification 

7) Extermination 

8) Denial 

 

 Was there ever a stage 1? 

 Once you get past stage 4, there is not 

really much you can do 

 Needs to be early intervention 

 Working with human rights groups in 

other countries is important to help 

prevent genocide and massive human 

rights violations 

 Human rights education is important 

 Governments don’t really care about 

human rights unless they get something 

out of it; makes me feel powerless 

 Needs to be more cooperation between 

countries and technology 

 

Before Tuol Sleng visit discussion on 

communication and workshop dynamics; 

presentation of suggestions to enhance 

communication and level of participation by all 

 

Tuol Sleng Genocide Museum 

 

The Tuol Sleng Genocide Museum site is a 

former high school which was used as the 

Security Prison 21 (“S-21”) by the Khmer 

Rouge as a prison and interrogation center.  

From 1975 to 1979, an estimated 17,000 

people, mostly Khmer Rouge soldiers accused 

                                                 
2
 Dr. Gregory Stanton, Genocide Watch, 

http://www.genocidewatch.org/eightstages.htm 

http://www.genocidewatch.org/eightstages.htm
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of treason were imprisoned at Tuol Sleng.  

After returning from the museum, participants 

had an opportunity share their reflections on the 

visit and discuss the role of genocide 

memorials such as Tuol Sleng. 

 

 
 

 
 

 Sadness 

 But glad it is there 

 How could anyone do this to anyone? 

 Could relate it to the 8 stages of 

genocide, group worked on 

dehumanization – you can see at Tuol 

Sleng how people were dehumanized 

 1
st
 time visit., apply to what I heard 

from my parents not everything in its 

original state 

 disturbed by photos of children that 

were prisoners; so young, they don’t 

have a life 

 terrible action that I don’t want to see; 

sad to see eyes in the photos 

 even though I’ve been there a lot, I feel 

the same as the first time; I don’t want it 

to happen again 

 hard to look at a photograph and think 

of that person as a human being; this 

person was alive where I am standing; 

incomprehensible 

 would have liked the museum to have 

more history about the KR period and 

what we can learn (sections on 

tolerance and peace); maybe that would 

help make it feel lie less of a spectacle 

 Muny – on his second visit to Tuol. 

Sleng, part of inspiration to work for 

peace 

 Not so many Cambodians go to Tuol 

Sleng 

 Young people should learn about the 

history but challenges – parents don’t 

want to be reminded, youth don’t care 

and not taught in schools 

 I don’t really understand why people 

can’t work together 

 TS as a “tourist attraction” – better for 

foreigners to go rather than not nowing 

anything at all or going at all 

 Does it lead to indifference, 

desensitization? 

 Worry that tourists will only see KR 

period as = Cambodia 

 Not desensitized but my reaction may 

be different 

 What can young people in Cambodia do 

to strengthen the country, so people 

think differently about Cambodia? 

 Education sometimes discouraged 

because of fear of what happened 

during Pol Pot time 

 

Khmer Rouge Tribunal 

 

Comprehensive overview of the ECCC and 

discussion on the following topics:   

 What is the KRT and why is it important? 

 What does the KRT have to do with human 

rights?  

 What are the current challenges and 

limitations faced by the KRT?   
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 What is the potential impact of the tribunal 

on Cambodian society? 

 

ECCC Question Brainstorm 

 

 Why only 3 years? Concerns about 

time…one year has already passed 

 How many leaders to be accused?  Why 

only high ranking leaders? 

 How many judges? 

 What’s taking so long?  Why wait so 

long for a trial?  Now people are dead 

or dying… 

 Why in Cambodia?  Will = justice? 

 How to ensure that the government does 

not influence the outcome? 

 Why different number of judges? 

 Can government leaders who were KR 

be punished? 

 How will Vietnamese trials impact 

KRT? 

 What will happen to KR leaders who 

were given amnesty by Cambodian 

government? 

 How will they ensure justice?  Will 

justice be given to all victims? 

 Will witnesses be safe (protected from 

harm)? 

 Who are the witnesses? 

 How to encourage witnesses to testify? 

 What will be the impact/meaning to the 

next generation? 

 What if everyone dies before the trials 

start? 

 Because so much time has passed, is 

justice/tribunal less effective? 

 Help in healing wounds and 

reconciliation process? 

 ECCC – model of justice/rule of law for 

Cambodia? 

 

Extraordinary Chambers in the Courts of 

Cambodia (ECCC) 

 

The body that is in charge of trying senior 

members and those most responsible for 

atrocities committed during the Khmer Rouge 

period.  The ECCC is a hybrid court composed 

of both Cambodian and international judges 

and prsecutors.  (http://www.eccc.org.h) 

 

 
 

ECCC 

 

 Period of court’s jurisdiction:  April 17 

– January 6, 1979 

 Hybrid – mixture of Cambodian and 

international judges (super-majority) 

 Vietnamese trial – Pol Pot is convicted 

of genocide 

 National law/crimes:  homicide 

(murder); torture; religious persecution 

 International law/crimes: genocide, 

crimes against humanity; crimes against 

cultural property; internationally 

protected persons 

 “justice not just about convictions, 

about truth-telling and uncovering the 

facts” 

 Genocide – in people’s minds here, 

considered genocide, almost textbook 

but under the law it will be very 

difficult because Genocide Convention 

requires a special intent and issue of 

racial, ethnic, nationality (“auto-

genocide”) 

 If we don’t charge genocide, it does not 

lessen the severity, UN can pull out if 

they feel the Cambodian government is 

influencing the proceedings (but very 

high political risk so unlikely this will 

happen) but we are wary of it so are 

http://www.eccc.org.h/
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trying to take precautions and create 

rules to protect against it 

 ECCC as a model for Cambodia?  

Won’t be an exact model but meant to 

show how justice/ROL of can work 

 “regardless of how successful we are, 

people will still call it a failure, even as 

a failure, there is still some success”; 

hard to now the impact of the trials on 

the Cambodian people but hope it will 

start a collective dialogue, the public 

dialogue is important 

 international community?  Publicity is 

the best thing to do…NYT has only had 

4 articles on the RT 

 rely on NGOs to get out information 

about the KRT to local communities; 

booklet, posters, public forums, NGO 

cooperation, media, free transportation 

in PP to anyone interested in coming to 

the trial 

 

Participants reaction to ECCC 

 

 came into it being skeptical, so very 

impressed 

 public education/dialogue connected to 

the tribunal is very important 

 not fully convinced – only 3 years! 

(they don’t seem serious) 

 but a lot of challenges, e.g. $, process, 

new type of court, etc. 

 good change it will actually fail!  What 

will happen if it fails?  How do we now 

failure? Success? 

 What does a trial really mean to 

Cambodians?  What do Cambodians 

think about the KRT? 

o Concerned that KRT does not 

equal justice 

o Citizens need more information 

o Information = interest in the 

KRT 

o Truth? What happened? Why? 

o Different reactions 

o Worried about daily 

concerns/needs first 

o How will RT help me?  Why 

should I care? 

o Still a lot of anger/some people 

want revenge and others want to 

forget 

 What = success for KRT? 

o Country gets better in some way 

o Open up dialogue in political 

process (generally) 

o Help end impunity in Cambodia 

o Some healing and 

acknowledgement 

o Prevention 

o Perpetrators to account for 

actions and say the truth 

(punishment does not 

matter)…but will they actually 

say the truth? 

 Can’t achieve 100% justice for 

everyone 

 Maybe truth will come from victims 

and evidence (and not from 

perpetrators) 

 Communities in rural areas don’t 

understand KRT/international 

standards; they thin therefore it will fail 

 Who will go to observe trials? NGOs? 

University/students? Actually people 

don’t want to observe 

 What = failure for KRT? 

o No charges of genocide 

o Trial does not happen at all 

o Delay of implementation of a 

sentence 

o People in power manipulate the 

system 

o No super-majority = no 

conviction 

o If non-Cambodian is found 

“most responsible they cannot 

be tried 

 The tribunal is only for “show” 

 Current government leaders won’t be 

tried, even if found most responsible 

 US should take more responsibility to 

financially support KRT 
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Documentation Center of Cambodia (DC-

CAM) 

 

Participants had a chance to visit DC-CAM, a 

Cambodian NGO which has been at the 

forefront of documenting the myriad crimes 

and atrocities of the Khmer Rouge era.  

Through this site visit, we will learn more 

about DC-CAM’s efforts to support the work of 

the ECCC and also learn how they are working 

to educate the Cambodian population, 

especially the youth, about the importance of 

the tribunal’s work. 

 

DC-CAM has two main objectives.  The first is 

to record and preserve the history of the Khmer 

Rouge regime for future generations.  The 

second is to compile and organize information 

that can serve as potential evidence in a legal 

accounting for the crimes of the Khmer Rouge.  

(http://www.dccam.org) 

 

Visit to DC-CAM 

 Public resource program 

 Document and compile evidence to be 

used in the trial 

 Document whole experience – both 

sides, victims and perpetrators 

 Copy of proposed history book and 

briefing book on the KRT 

 

How to Apply What We’ve Learned 

 

 Talk about it more/express opinions 

 Use the KR textbook to teach others 

 Encourage others to tae the KRT as 

something serious and important 

 Organize site visits to ECCC, Tuol 

Sleng, Choeung Ek, etc. 

 Personal commitment to non-violence 

 Start at individual level and 

share/spread it to others 

 Research/learn more 

 NGOs develop project proposals about 

KRT 

 Be aware of what is not included in 

curriculum and supplement it with what 

is missing 

 Try our best, even if people don’t listen 

or seem interested 

 Encourage Cambodian schools to teach 

about KR 

 

 
 

Cycles of Revenge and Reconciliation 

 

Participants were introduced to the Cycle of 

Revenge and Reconciliation, a tool that 

illustrates the important of the ECCC in 

preventing future atrocities in Cambodia and 

also demonstrates other activities and issues 

that are important to take into consideration in 

understanding the need for justice, healing and 

reconciliation in post-conflict Cambodia. 

 

 
 

Youth Action for Human Rights 

 

Use of Open Space Technology 

http://www.dccam.org/
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This workshop focused on the development of 

plans of action on how we, as young leaders, 

can work to improve the human rights situation 

in Cambodia.  Action plans may focus 

specifically on the Khmer Rouge Tribunal and 

related issues, or they may be in relation to 

other themes and topics discussed during the 

workshop.  In some cases, action plans may 

build off of the work already being done by 

workshop participants and gather new ideas 

and energy for these existing projects.  The 

choice will be up to the participants!  The 

action planning part of this workshop will be 

done using “Open Space Technology” which 

will allow the participants to set the agenda, 

topics and focus of what they would like to 

work on a discuss further.  The group leader 

from each of the action planning groups will 

report back to the rest of the group with a 

summary of the discussions and actions 

committed to during the action planning 

session. 

 

 
 

 Need list of topics as I didn’t save the 

paper (I thought I had written it down) – 

ask participants 

 

 
Human rights learning community workshop participants 

 

Fieldwork Projects 
 
Insert brief overview here… 

 
Documentation Project 

 

Documentation as a tool for human rights 

advocacy… 

 

Note:  This workshop changed quite a bit from 

that which was listed in the original agenda and 

facilitators’ notes 

 

Original stated objectives of this project: 

 

 Discuss the importance of 

documentation and its relationship to 

human rights advocacy 

 Build skills in observation and 

interviewing techniques 

 Practice translating information 

obtained during an interview into a 

concrete appeal for action 

 Learn more about the projects and 

human rights issues addressed by the 

work of Ptea Teuk Dong 

 Prepare for project to apply these skills 

to a real-life fieldwork setting 

 

 

Participants were joined by a group of 

Cambodian participants for a on-day training 

on the topic of documentation as a tool for 

human rights advocacy, with an emphasis on 



      

Page 20 

 

 
interviewing, and learn more about how 

documentation can be used as a tool for 

promoting and advocating for human rights in 

Cambodia (and elsewhere). 

 

After the first day of the workshop, participants 

had the opportunity to practice what they 

learned through different documentation 

projects to take place in Battambang 

throughout the week. 

 

Documentation is “the process of gathering 

information (researching) specific human rights 

challenges in order to identify and assess 

needed change on this issue and/or to monitor 

changes recently achieved.”  This process is not 

an end in itself; the information gathered must 

be used in a specific way to advocate for 

change on human rights issues or to raise 

awareness about the ways in which others can 

create change on the issue. 

 

Practice interviews… 

 

Included:  Interviewing and documenting the 

challenges and stories of XXX. 

 

 
 

 
 

REPORT ON FIELDWORK CONDUCTED 

IN BATTAMBANG PROVINCE 

 

Introduction: 
Five participants (Mark Janko, Allison 

Kretz, Kenh Sovath, Mr. Korng Vutha and Pich 

Malen) organized and conducted interviews 

regarding the Khmer Rouge Tribunal (KRT) in 

Malen’s home village outside the city of 

Battambang. The primary purpose of such work 

was to gain knowledge about the dissemination 

of information about the KRT and the 

responses of those interviewed to that same 

information. Secondary goals related to the 

fieldwork were: experience in conducting 

fieldwork, as well as developing and enhancing 

cross-cultural communication skills and skills 

in translation, both from Khmer to English and 

from English to Khmer. 

 The organization of the project 

presented several challenges to the success of 

the interviewing process. First, the language 

barrier represented our primary concern in that 

very important details of both our questions, as 

well as the interviewee’s answers, could 

possibly be lost through an inability to 

communicate the full meaning of both what 

was being asked, as well as what was being 

said by the person being interviewed. Luckily, 

the three Cambodian participants spoke very 

proficient English, and between the three of 

them were able to convey, we believe, the 

fullest meaning of our questions and the 

interviewee’s answers as possible. Another of 

the problems faced was a cultural obstacle, 
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whereby an invitation into someone’s home 

(where the interviews were conducted) requires 

a gift to the host from the guests. Recognizing 

that the likelihood that those interviewed would 

be poor, and would benefit from a gift (soap, 

drinking water, food, e.g.), there was a sense of 

obligation to uphold this custom. However, we 

also recognized the need to obtain information 

in the absence of what could be seen as a bribe, 

and also the need not to make a commitment or 

set a standard for future delegations and 

fieldwork, whereby a gift could possibly be 

expected again. A third barrier faced by the 

participants was of both a cultural and religious 

nature. More specifically, the fact that Vutha is 

a monk presented a challenge in that his stature 

may affect the way in which the interviewee 

interacted with us. We addressed this problem 

when introducing ourselves to the interviewee, 

asking them if they felt comfortable speaking 

with us about the KRT in the presence of 

Vutha. None of those interviewed objected or 

seemed uncomfortable in his presence. 

Logistical challenges also arose. The fieldwork 

took place during what was for the Cambodian 

participants an exam period for school. Also, 

Vutha cannot eat after noon. Both of these 

limited obstacles limited our time, but were not 

sufficiently prohibitive to limit the quality of 

our work. 

 

General Findings: 

 Though there were significant 

differences in the four interviews conducted, 

there were many similarities which shall be 

summarized here in the interest of saving 

space. 

1. The primary source from which 

those interviewed received their 

information about the KRT is either 

from radio broadcast or television. 

2. There is minimal knowledge about 

the KRT, as information 

disseminated through the channels 

mentioned above is also minimal. 

3. This knowledge consists, generally, 

of the following: 

a) The defendants who will be 

put on trial will be former 

senior leaders of the Khmer 

Rouge between 17 April 

1975 and 6 January 1979. 

b) The trial has suffered, and 

continues to suffer, from 

extensive delays. 

4. Important facts unknown to the four 

interviewees are: 

a) Sentencing guidelines—

specifically that ECCC law 

does not allow for the death 

penalty in any of the charges 

brought against the 

defendants. 

b) Admissible defenses—

specifically the “superior 

orders”defense suggesting 

that the most senior leaders 

should be tried because, had 

they not issued the orders to 

kill, no one would have died. 

To clarify, while this 

rationale may be true, the 

fact remains that the 

“superior orders”defense 

remains inadmissible in the 

ECCC (as well as other 

international criminal 

tribunals, the most 

prominent one being 

Nuremberg). 

5. There exists a general belief that 

Cambodians should pay attention to 

the KRT, whether via television, 

radio, or by attending the trials. 

6. There is a great deal of anxiousness 

regarding the trial. The four 

interviewees, for varying reasons 

(which will be pointed out later), 

wish to see the trial end as quickly 

as possible. 

7. There is general support for the 

KRT, despite sentiments suggesting 

that it will do nothing for the 

interviewee or his/her family. 

8. There is still widespread anger 

about the Khmer Rouge, as stated 

by those interviewed. 
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Overview of Four Interviews: 

 

Name: Keav Neang (f) 

Age: 43 

Job: Merchant 

Family: Six members: Four children (all girls); 

two are in school; other two still too young. 

Summary of Interview: 

 

Neang was at first confused when asked about 

her awareness about the KRT, believing at first 

that we were discussing the People’s 

Revolutionary Tribunal which took place in 

August 1979. When she realized that we were 

referring to the ECCC, she noted that she heard 

about it for the first time in 2006. She holds an 

interest in the tribunal, and when asked why, 

she stated that she wants to see the former 

leaders of the Khmer Rouge sentenced to death. 

When told that ECCC law does not permit the 

death penalty, she stated that the trial should 

still go forward, but is disappointed that the law 

does not permit the death sentence. 

 

Regarding her feelings about the KRT and its 

role in her own life, she conveyed a sense of 

powerlessness, and that the KRT will have no 

impact on her life, or the lives of the KR 

leaders, whom she says are also powerless. 

(NOTE: there appears to be confusion about 

these last two clauses. I assume that the KRT 

will have and impact on the lives of the future 

defendants). She does not know personally 

what will constitute a successful tribunal, but 

hopes that it will happen quickly, lest further 

delays generate sympathy for those who will be 

accused. (NOTE: see next interview, which 

also comments on this). 

 

Name: Mon 

Age: 42 

Job: Housewife 

Family: Four children; one son, three 

daughters. 

Summary of Interview: 

 

Mon is sympathetic with the former leaders of 

the Khmer Rouge, stating that they are older, 

and that she had no family killed by the regime, 

and, rather, had family in it. Despite this 

sympathy, however, she feels there should be a 

tribunal because of the anger most Cambodians 

still have toward the Khmer Rouge. She also 

expresses a wish to see those found guilty 

sentenced to death, arguing that because of 

their age, death would be quicker, and less 

painful. When we informed her that there will 

be no death sentences, she said that they should 

still go to prison. 

 

In terms of her personal relationship with the 

KRT, she expressed a wish to see the trial via 

Television, stating that she would be “soft” 

(read: sympathetic) should she personally visit 

the ECCC and witness a verdict/sentence. She 

also noted that after the trial everyone will feel 

satisfied because right now there is a great deal 

of confusion regarding the delays. She is 

anxious to see what Cambodia will be like after 

the KRT has concluded, and is not fearful that 

any violence will occur during the tribunal 

itself. 

 

Name: Som Heng 

Age: 68 

Job: Merchang 

Family: one son (married); three daughters (all 

married); lives with one grandson (an orphan), 

who is in fifth grade. 

Summary of Interview: 

 

Heng was a hesitant interviewee, suggesting 

that she has heard about the KRT, but that she 

has forgotten all the information she has heard. 

In all likelihood, this is due to the pain that she 

still carries with her about her past experiences 

living under Democratic Kampuchea, which 

she also said she could not remember. When 

pressed further, she stated that she suffered 

greatly under the regime, making specific 

references to a lack of food (rice) and the extent 

of the work. She lost her mother, three sons and 

many other relatives. Regarding her three sons, 

she said that during the rule of the Khmer 

Rouge, she was not allowed to care for her 

sons, stating that they were taken to the hospital 

and administered an unknown medicine. 
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In terms of the KRT, she said that the process is 

up to the government, that she does not care 

about the tribunal, although others should. 

NOTE: Vutha asked her to further discuss her 

life under the Khmer Rouge, but she responded 

by saying that she had high blood pressure and 

that she could not answer because the pain in 

doing so was too great. 

 

Name: Pok Chhearn 

Age: 66 

Job: None 

Family: Eight children; four girls, four boys 

Summary of Interview: 

 

Begins by noting that his village is mostly 

uneducated, and also states that in addition to 

radio broadcasts, he has heard about the 

tribunal from other people as well. He is largely 

unaware of the present status of the tribunal, its 

progress (or lack thereof). His interest in the 

KRT stems from the fact that many of his 

relatives were killed, and that now the 

government is spending considerable money on 

the tribunal (He is unaware that the government 

has not fulfilled its commitment of $13m). 

While he is interested in the KRT, however, he 

suggested that instead of spending the money 

on a tribunal which will not heal a country 

where most of the people are still angry, the 

money should be spent on development, 

making specific reference to the need for 

orphanages. He ultimately suggests that the 

trial should not take place, and that in time 

there will be no more anger. Though, he does 

note that, if the trial does go forward, 

Cambodians should watch or listen to it. He 

concluded by expressing the attitude that if one 

Cambodian does not support the tribunal, 

another Cambodian will become angry. 

 

Conclusions: 

 While there remains general support for 

the KRT, the opinions as presented in these 

four interviews vary on different issues. In the 

first case, Neang expressed a desire to see the 

death penalty based on her view that it would 

be the most just sentence, while also expressing 

fears that, should the trial face further delays, 

sympathy could build for the prospective 

defendants. This argument was supported by 

the second interviewee, Mon, who was 

sympathetic for the former leaders of the 

Khmer Rouge. Additionally, she too expressed 

a desire to see a death sentence carried out, but 

it was out of sympathy, rather than a hope for 

justice that lead her to this conclusion. 

Nonetheless, both made secondary judgments 

that prison sentences were adequate, though 

Neang was angry that international law did not 

permit the death penalty, while Mon was 

sympathetic that those convicted would likely 

spend the rest of their lives in prison. 

 Beyond the first two interviews, Heng 

demonstrated that the impact the Khmer Rouge 

had on the physical and mental health on 

Cambodia is still profound, and in her case led 

her to take on an attitude of forgetfulness. Not 

until she was further questioned did she 

discuss, briefly, what had happened to her and 

her family. Finally, Chhearn further noted the 

anger that remains within Cambodia regarding 

the Khmer Rouge, but stated that it is not 

permanent, and will fade in time. (NOTE: 

though unstated, he was probably suggesting 

that the anger will fade when the generation(s) 

effected by the regime die, and the immediate 

memory of the Khmer Rouge fades). Thus, 

instead of a tribunal, he suggests that, in order 

to bring about a more rapid recovery, the 

money being spent on the ECCC should instead 

be spent on developing Cambodia. 

 

Peace Mural 
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Mini-Internships 

 

Khemara:  create new brochure 

Lindsay, Margarett, Katie, Kavita 

 

 
 

Youth Resource Development Program: 

various activities 

Sasha, Mark, Allison, Lauren 

 

NEED PHOTO FROM YRDP GROUP!! 

 

Youth for Peace: create workshop on Khmer 

Rouge Tribunal. For high school students 

Phally, Kerry, Aditi, Hannah 

 

 

 
 

 

Participant Quotes: 

 

 

“Even though we had only four days to talk and 

share, it was great…a great time that I have 

never met before.  I got a lot of ideas, lessons 

of methodology, and especially good 

relationships with all the other participants.”  -- 

Pheanith Ou 

 

Next Steps 
 

Not really sure what to write here…maybe I’ll 

get inspired in the next couple of days!! 

 

GYC Participant Bios 
 

Phally Chroy  

Phally was born in a Cambodian refugee camp 

in Thailand. After arriving in the United States, 

his family lived in Chicago and then moved to 

Philadelphia where he grew up surrounded by 

other Cambodians.  He received a BA in film 

and media arts from Temple University where 

he is now also pursuing a graduate degree with 

an emphasis on experimental and documentary 

filmmaking.   He also recently completed 
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intensive Khmer language instruction through 

the SEASSI program at the University of 

Wisconsin.  Phally has made several short films 

about Cambodian-American issues, including 

“How I See the World”, a photo essay on the 

everyday lives of Cambodian youth living in 

Philadelphia and the autobiographical 

“Family.”  He has worked as a workshop 

instructor at Scribe Video Center, a non-profit 

dedicated to use video as a tool for social 

change, and created health awareness 

documentary aimed at raising awareness among 

the Cambodian community for the Southeast 

Asian Mutual Assistance Associations 

Coalition. Phally has been active in several 

grassroots youth programs, such as 

participating as a youth leader in the 

Community Youth Leadership Program of 

Asian America United and working with the 

Freedom Schools Summer Literacy Program.  

 

Kerry Desjardins 

Kerry was born and raised in a small farming 

town in northern Virginia.  She is now a 

sophomore at George Mason University 

studying global affairs with a concentration in 

human rights and Latin America.  She is also a 

volunteer at the Tahirih Justice Center, a pro-

bono immigration law firm dedicated to 

helping women seeking gender based asylum in 

the U.S.  Kerry hopes to attend the University 

for Peace in Costa Rica for graduate school, 

where she plans to study human rights and 

international law.  Learning the history of 

Cambodia and the story of the struggle of the 

Cambodian people while a student in high 

school is what inspired Kerry’s original interest 

in human rights.  She has a strong interest in 

preventing human trafficking, promoting 

women’s rights and human rights law and 

hopes to pursue a career in helping victims of 

human trafficking or as a human rights lawyer. 

 

Sasha Feldstein 

Sasha is currently a junior at Barnard College 

in New York City and is pursuing a major in 

psychology and human rights.  She works as an 

intern for the Millennium Promise, a non-profit 

committed to sustainable development as 

applied to rural communities in Africa, where 

she has worked on the Millennium Village 

Program and the Malaria No More campaign.  

She also recently completed an internship with 

Michael Moore involving research on the 

challenges and shortfalls of the health care 

industry in the U.S.  Sasha is very active with 

different campus groups, including Columbia 

University Global Justice, The Chiapas Project 

and as an advocate to raise funds and public 

awareness about AIDS.  In the future, Sasha is 

considering joining the Peace Corps, working 

with the UN to help stop the spread of 

HIV/AIDS, and continuing her work with 

organizations like the Millennium Promise.  In 

support of these goals, she hopes to attend 

graduate school to study human rights, 

sustainable development public health or 

international law. 

 

Mark Janko 

Mark is a student at the University of Colorado 

at Boulder’s peace and conflict studies 

certificate program. He has recently written a 

book about the 38
th

 Bombardment Group in 

World War Two, which should be published in 

mid- to late-2007.  Mark traveled to Germany 

and Poland to conduct research on his thesis 

regarding the Holocaust and the importance of 

memory.  His visit included a three-day stay at 

Auschwitz, as well as extensive visits to three 

other concentration camps and a week in 

Berlin, where he conducted research in the 

Jewish Museum and the Holocaust Memorial 

Museum.  He interest in learning and 

understanding issues surrounding human rights 

and the law has driven him to explore genocide, 

war crimes, and crimes against humanity 

beyond those committed during the Second 

World War.  After completing his 

undergraduate degree Mark plans on enrolling 

in law school and study international law, with 

an emphasis in human rights, criminal law and 

economic development.  

 

Allison Kretz 

Allison is currently a student at the University 

of Dayton where she is pursuing a major in 

sociology and minors in social work and human 
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rights.  During a Border Awareness Experience 

she realized that to most effectively “help 

people” she would like to pursue a human 

rights law degree and hopes to do just this by 

studying law at the Urban Morgan Institute for 

Human Rights at the University of Cincinnati 

College of Law.  She has traveled to Juarez, 

Mexico for one week and also spent a month in 

Quetzaltenango, Guatemala studying Spanish.  

She is also active in her campus and local 

community, working with the admissions office 

and also with the Community Action 

Partnership, working on poverty symposium 

planning and volunteer tax assistance program.  

After graduation Allison plans on work on 

refugee and immigration issues with an 

international NGO, such as the International 

Rescue Committee, and also at the macro-level 

with an international organization such as the 

United Nations High Commissioner for 

Refugees. 

Lindsay Lane 

Lindsay is a second year student at the 

University of California - Berkeley studying 

international development with a focus on 

political science and sub-Saharan Africa.  

Lindsay first became interested in international 

issues in high school when she was part of the 

International Baccalaureate program.  She has 

spent several months in Ecuador working as an 

English teacher, assisting a local NGO in 

developing an ecotourism program and 

working with community members to build a 

basketball court for a local orphanage.  Lindsay 

also spent a summer working on community 

development projects in Fiji.    In addition to 

her volunteer work overseas, Lindsay has also 

been active in her school and local community 

as a case worker at a clinic for the homeless 

and working on a congressional election 

campaign.  After graduating from college, 

Lindsay hopes to work for an international 

organization, such as the United Nations or a 

grassroots NGO, to improve the quality of 

people’s lives.  

 

Margarett Ly 

Margarett is of Khmer descent, but was born in 

the United States and grew up in a rural town in 

California.  She is now a third year student at 

the University of California - Berkeley 

focusing on international development and is 

Vice President of Berkeley’s Cambodian 

Student Association.   In addition to her 

coursework, Margarett has volunteered for a 

number of different organizations, including:  

as a media/communications intern for the 

University of California Student Association 

where she campaigned to empower young 

voters and increase voter turnout among 

students; with the Bridges Multicultural 

Resource Center to increase access to higher 

education for underserved minority 

communities; as a volunteer for the Gender 

Equity Resource Center; and with the Oakland 

Asian Students Education Services to provide 

academic services for disadvantaged 

elementary school students.  After graduation, 

Margarett would like to pursue issues of social 

justice and activism by working for a non-profit 

organization or with the California state or 

federal government. She would also like to go 

to law school and study international law or 

public interest.    

 

 

Aditi Malik 

Aditi studied philosophy and biology at Trinity 

College, Australia.  She is currently an 

international student at Franklin & Marshall 

College majoring in government and 

economics and is the co-president of her 

college chapter of Amnesty International.  Last 

summer she worked as a campaign intern with 

Amnesty International - India and also as a 

legal intern with India’s National Human 

Rights Commission.  From 2003-2005, Aditi 

served a member of the youth parliament in 

New Delhi, India from 2003-2005 where she 

was involved in research and discussions on the 

impact of HIV/AIDS.  Other relevant 

experience includes working as an assistant at 

the Women’s Center for Sexual Assault and 

Violence and as an intern at the Women’s Law 

Project on Philadelphia.  She hopes to study in 

Johannesburg, South Africa next fall with the 

International Human Rights Exchange 

Program.  In the future, Aditi hopes to attend 
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graduate school and receive a masters and 

doctorate degree in human rights studies.  

Eventually, she would like to pursue a career in 

human rights activism and work with or for 

organizations such as Amnesty International 

and Human Rights Watch. 

 

Lauren Marar 

Lauren is an Arab-American interested in 

policy, education, and refugee rights issues.  As 

an undergraduate at Boston College, her early 

interests were in physics and engineering.  

However, her priorities became focused on 

education after volunteering with an NGO in 

Nicaragua where she lived in a rural 

community and helped design hands-on lessons 

in art, music, human rights and environmental 

education.   Lauren continued her studies in 

international education policy at the Harvard 

Graduate School of Education.  After finishing 

her degree, she taught children and adults in 

Costa Rica and helped evaluate an English 

language program for low-income community 

members.  She currently works as a grant 

proposal editor for Cameroon Aid for Youth 

Development and is assisting them in 

developing a proposal to improve access to 

clean water for one of the villages served by the 

organization.  Other previous relevant 

experience includes working as an intern with 

the Earth Charter Initiative where she designed 

a professional development program for 

teachers and working as an elementary teacher.  

Lauren hopes to continue to pursue a career 

that allows her to work on educational projects 

for children in crisis situations. 

 

Hannah Stafford 

Hannah is currently a junior at Lewis & Clark 

College where she is pursuing a double major 

in international affairs and theatre arts.  In high 

school Hannah attended the 2002 MUN 

conference in Nairobi, Kenya as a 

representative to the Human Rights Council for 

Ukraine.  She also created an entrepreneurial 

program for the Bauleni Stepchildren’s School 

in Lusaka, Zambia; the program consisted of 

teaching a sewing class the skills to start their 

own business, develop products that appeal to 

consumers and a way to make a living at the 

local craft market.  In the future Hannah hopes 

to pursue masters’ degrees in international 

affairs and theater.  However, before 

continuing her studies, she hopes to join the 

Peace Corps and/or work in Kenya.   She is 

particularly interested in developing a 

humanitarian program that uses the medium of 

theater to help provide information and 

knowledge on humanitarian issues, health and 

hygiene, or on human rights.  

 

Katie Swain 

Katie is currently enrolled as a sophomore in 

the Croft Institute for International Studies at 

the University of Mississippi.  She is studying 

Mandarin Chinese and has a regional 

concentration in East Asia as well as a global 

issues concentration in international peace and 

security studies.  She is part of two campus 

clubs: Amnesty International, where she has 

helped organize fundraisers and attended a 

teach-in about the problem of torture, and 

Planet Partner, which works with international 

students.  Katie has traveled to Canada, Poland, 

and France. After college Katie hopes to work 

in an area of international human rights, 

particularly in East Asian countries. She has 

also is considering working for international 

NGOs or going to graduate school.  

 

Kavita Thirupuvanam 

Kavita is currently an international studies 

major at University of North Carolina at 

Charlotte. Last summer she traveled to India 

through the Tamil Nadu Volunteer Program to 

live with a traditional Indian family to learn 

about Indian culture. While in India, Kavita 

volunteered at  three different orphanages, 

including the Mother Theresa Orphanage, and 

with schools to support physically and mentally 

handicapped disabled children with their 

everyday needs.  Throughout high school 

Kavita was involved in various leadership roles 

in the Raleigh Youth Council (RYC) where her 

activities included organizing a mini-grant 

conference to allocate $15,000 in government 

grants to local community service organizations 

and making presentations to the mayor and city 
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council on behalf of local youth.  She also 

worked as a teen attorney for juvenile first 

offenders.  After graduation Kavita hopes to 

join the Peace Corps and continue learning 

about global challenges.  

 

Cambodia Participant Bios 
 
Human Rights Learning Community 

Workshop (Phnom Penh) 

 

Sok Im Chea 

Sok Im was born in a province which is 148 km 

from Phnom Penh in Kampot province.  Now 

she is a fourth year student at the National 

university of Management majoring in 

accounting.  She received a diploma in English 

at the Banana Center.  Currently she is the 

project assistant at the Alliance for Conflict 

Transformation (ACT).  Moreover, she is a 

voluntary student in the volunteer youth club of 

youth for social development with YRDP.  This 

group works with the youth in a community in 

Kandal province with the goal of self-

development and environmental development.  

In the past 2 years, she used to work at Neary 

Khmer Association for Health and Vocational 

Training as an accountant and administrator.  In 

the future, Sok Im wishes to work with youth in 

communities in Cambodia and share with them 

about peace and development.  She is now 

trying to learn about and join youth activities 

related to peacebuilding. 

 

Chinith Chum 

Chinith was a scholarship student at the Royal 

University of law and Economics (RULE) in 

with a major in law and graduated in 2004.  

Meanwhile, he is also a student in the English 

faculty at the Cambodian University of 

Specialties. (CUS) and will graduate at the end 

of 2007.  He currently works for Legal Aid of 

Cambodia (LAC) as a management team 

assistant and is responsible for writing core 

funding proposals, press releases as well as the 

newsletter and website.  In the future, Chinith 

would like to be a lawyer and wants to see the 

Cambodian people understand human rights 

and respect the law as stipulated in the 

Cambodian constitution. 

 

Pisey Im 

Pisey is currently a second year student at the 

Royal University of Law and Economics 

(RULE).  He works as an assistant to the 

dialogue research coordinator for the Open 

Forum of Cambodia and assists in holding a 

national conference and building an advocacy 

campaign by networking with research 

organizations and civil society groups.  Pisey 

also used to work as the assistant to the director 

of Global Trade Service.  His current goal is to 

participate in community development through 

providing information to marginalized people, 

especially women and children whom have 

been victimized by domestic violence. 

 

Kanal Khiev 

Kanal was born in Phnom Penh and graduated 

with a degree in law from the Royal University 

of Law and Economics (RULE).  Currently, he 

is pursuing a Masters in law at Pannasastra 

University and is expected to graduate in 2008.  

Kanal has experience as a trainer with the 

Working Group for Weapon Reductions 

(WGWR).  During that time, he taught 

university students and villagers about the law 

on domestic violence.  Kanal thinks violence is 

a main factor that causes human rights abuses.  

Currently, he works as a legal assistant in the 

juvenile litigation project which aims to 

provide free legal aid to children even though 

they are victims or accused.  He is responsible 

for assisting lawyers in collecting 

evidence/proof before the trial and investigates 

cases.  In the future, Kanal hope he could 

organize a group that works on children’s rights 

issues.  He also wishes to promote the human 

rights situation in this country by reducing the 

daily crime level. 

 

Him Khortieth 

Him is the Asia Calling program editor of the 

Voice of Democracy (VOD).  He is in charge 

of writing feature stories in Englich for the 

program, translating feature stories from 

English to Khmer for the program and follow-
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up mail with other stringers from around the 

world.  He holds a BA degree in management 

from Norton University.  In the future, Him’s 

goal is to be a director of a radio station and in 

the next 5 years, he hopes to increase his 

network with other people around the world. 

 

Rumduol Ku 

Rumduol is an education trainer for Youth for 

Peace and is responsible for running workshops 

and report writing.  She is a fourth year student 

majoring in hotel and tourism at Asia Euro 

University.  Now she works for local NGOs 

and in the future, Rumduol hopes to continue 

working with NGOs outside of Cambodia in 

order to get experience to develop her country 

as a human rights activist.  She hopes to help 

youth gain a bright future by sharing 

experiences through training. 

 

Sereyroth Lim 

Sereyroth was born in Battambang province.  

Currently she has been working for Gender and 

Development in Cambodia as a program 

assistant to the advocacy and networking unit 

which is responsible for creating public forums 

and training women for the commune council, 

assisting in developing training of public forum 

curriculum, supporting the advocacy manager 

in development of gender view and gender 

scoreboard and communicating with network 

members and partner organizations.  Sereyroth 

holds a B.A. degree in management.  In the 

future, she hopes to continue to work with 

NGOs and local communities to enhance the 

capacity of young women activists. 

 

Borin Long 

Borin works for LICADHO as a child rights 

advocacy officer in charge of assisting in 

researching, compiling and analyzing reports 

and other information related to issues affecting 

the rights and welfare of children.  She holds an 

MBA degree from the National University of 

Management.  Borin used to work as a 

communications intern for the United Nations 

Development Program (UNDP) and worked as 

a statistics officer at AFESIP in 2002.  She also 

has experience working in the private sector as 

well such as working as a teacher of English at 

Mohasal College and as an administration 

office at Youry Saco Company.  Borin’s 

current goal is to be successful in her career 

and to focus especially on children’s and youth 

issues in Cambodia.  In the next 5 years, Borin 

is committed to pressuring key decisionmakers 

to pay attention to both of these issues and to 

become more involved and work together with 

others to solve these issues. 

 

 

Pheanith Ou 

Pheanith was born in Kratie province and spent 

20 years living there with his family who are 

farmers.  Now he is a graduate student at the 

National University of Management (NUM) 

majoring in marketing and he is pursuing a 

MBA degree at RULE and an English degree at 

PUC.  Recently, he has been working for Pour 

un Sourire d’Enfant (PSE) as a commercial 

officer.  Pheanith is responsible for finding jobs 

and internships for vocational training students 

at PSE. 

 

Mora Sar 

Mora was born in Kompong Cham province.  

He is pursuing a bachelors degree in law at 

Cambodia Mekong University.  He used to 

work for the Sam Han factory from 2000 to 

2004.  Because of labor exploitation and labor 

law violations in 2002, Mora had an election to 

form a union in the factory and then was 

elected to be vice-president of the union at the 

factory.  Mora was able to solve many 

problems for the workers in the factory and 

provided information about the union and the 

role of unions in society.  In 2004, Mora 

volunteered for the Coalition of Cambodia 

Apparel Workers Democratic Union 

(C.CAWDU) as a general assistant.  In 

C.CAWDU, he joined many worker strikes and 

worked to defend labor rights and to promote 

decent work for the Cambodia people.  From 

2006 to the present, More has worked for the 

Cambodia Labor Confederation (CLC) as a 

program officer.  In his position, he works 

related to conflict resolution between workers 

and employers.  To help workers become aware 
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of their basic labor rights.  CLC has a training 

program for its members and Mora conducts 

trainings related to workers’ rights, 

peacebuilding and conflict resolution. 

 

Honey Sokry 

Honey was born in Kompong Som province 

around 230 km from Phnom Penh.  She holds a 

bachelors degree in business administration and 

to masters degrees – a Master of Science in 

Management from CERAM Sophia Antipolis, 

Nice, France and a Master of Business 

Administration for a bilingual English-French 

program from the Asian Institute of 

Technology in Thailand.  Honey currently 

works as a program assistant with the United 

Nations Development Fund for Women and is 

responsible for coordinating the Women’s 

Leadership Programme for Young Leaders in 

the UNIFEM CEDAW program.  In the future, 

Honey wsants to work to eliminate all forms of 

discrimination against women in Cambodia and 

to eradicate poverty in Cambodia. 

 

Sophat Sorn 

Sophat is a student at Norton University 

pursuing a major in English.  He has attended 

many short training workshops related to social 

issues like human rights, conflict resolution 

values within society and interfaith 

peacebuilding.  Sophat used to be a newsletter 

team leader for Youth resource Development 

Program and now he is a general coordinator of 

the Students Executive Committee.  In this 

position, he is responsible for preparing and 

submitting project proposals, leading group 

meetings, etc.  Sophat wants to work with 

young people in rural communities by sharing 

his experiences and knowledge to help them be 

active participants in community development 

and peace.  (Should he be listed under 

“staff”?) 
 

Kolyan Sum 

Kolyan was born in Phnom Penh and now 

works as a youth house leader and program 

assistant at Khmer Youth and Social 

Development (KYSD).  She is also involved in 

social work.  For example, she has worked as a 

program leaders for the Youth peace Council 

Network (YoPec) which has the responsibility 

to teach students in the community.  In the 

future she wants to see the Cambodian people 

have equal rights and she expects to work in the 

field of human rights.  Now she is working as a 

student at Norton University with a major in 

banking. 

 
Documentation Workshop (Battambang) 

 
Veasna Chhan 

Veasna recently finished his Bachelor of 

Business Administration on the field of Human 

Resource Management from the University of 

Management and Economics, Battambang 

province. He attended many training included 

Human Rights, Gender Awareness and Law, 

Agriculture and Computer. He experienced 

working as the trainer for Internet and email, 

newsletter writing and International relation. 

He interested in the Gender Issues. He wishes 

to improve the documentation skills from the 

program. 

 

Sotomroth Touch 

Sotomroth graduated high school in 2001. Then 

she studied English language at MODINAL 

Foreign Language School. She is interested in 

the issues of human trafficking, Poverty, 

Children and HIV/AIDS. She wants to have 

experience with the program. 

 

Mom Lour  

Mom is a fourth year student at the University 

of Management and Economics, Battambang. 

She attended many short courses on different 

fields such Psychological and Pedagogical, 

Computer, English language. She worked as 

the secretariat for Sophy school in Battambang. 

She also experienced as the admin assistant.  

She is interested in violence situation in 

Cambodian. She feel she is an activist for social 

change.  

 

Somaly Pich   

Somaly graduated her high school in 2004 then 

now study at Coerr Center Language Skills. 

She attended many courses with NGOs in 
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Battambang such peace training from Youth for 

Peace, Human Rights from LICADHO, Project 

Management and Community Development for 

KBS.  She experienced in teaching English at 

Knowledge Basic School(KBS) and Institute 

for Social Development. She is interested in the 

issues of Women Trafficking and Youth.  

 

 

Phyrum Neou  

Phyrum is the first year student at the 

University of Management and Economics, 

Battambang. He experienced as the class 

monitor. He is interested in learning foreign 

langue, communication skills. He likes to play 

football and volleyball. He also experienced 

joining with RACC on the field of reproductive 

health education. He is also interested in the 

issues of drug substance abuse in Cambodia.  

He also feels to improve the human rights 

situation in Cambodia. 

 

Bun Thoeurn Theak  

Bun Thoeurn graduated high school in 2003 

then until now study English and attending 

training on various skills. He completed 

Community Development, Leadership and 

management courses. He is interested in 

children issues. He sometime meet and explain 

the poor children for hope. He is also concern 

about the court system in Cambodia.  

 

Vuthea Eung  

Vuthea is a high school student intent on 

improving human rights in Cambodia.  He 

attended the democracy and peace training with 

youth for Peace and YCC. He experienced in 

Public Education program of YFP. He also 

learnt about the Khmer Rouge and KRT from 

YFP. He is interested in the issues of the drug 

substance abuse and gangster in Cambodia. 

 

Sophal Sum 

Sophal was born in Porsat province. He is now 

study in the Buddhist High school after he 

became the Buddhist monk for years. He has 

completed many short courses in different field, 

Community Development, Leadership skills, 

Gender Awareness and Law. He also 

completed the peace reading program from 

Dhamayeitra Center. He experienced in the 

peace walk with Dhamayeitra Center and 

providing training to youth in the communities.  

 
Sovath Kenh  

Savath is one of the former GYC participants in 

Battambang. He is the high school student. He 

experienced joining different training, 

conference and working with youth after 

trained by YFP. He worked with youth on 

environment clean. He is interested in learning 

about and working on human rights. With the 

experience from GYC program, he improved 

his skills and knowledge to be an active social 

activist for the commuty. 

 

Vutha Korng 

Votha becomes the Buddhist monks for years. 

He is now studying at the Budhist high school. 

He completed different courses on peace 

building, Leadership skills, Community 

Development, Reproductive health and Gender 

Awareness. He attended the Training Course on 

Young Bodhisattva Leadership 2006 with 

International Network of Engage Buddhism 

(INEB) in Bangkok, Thailand. He experienced 

working voluntary with Dhamayeitra Center on 

Peace Reading Program. 

 

Malen Pich  

Malen is studying at Netyong High school at 

Battambang. She is younger sister of Somaly 

Pich. She attended in Khmer Rouge History 

and Tribunal Training with Youth for Peace. 

She completed many short courses on the field 

of Finance and Accountant. She experienced 

teaching English to children at home. She feel 

concerning about the drug substance abuse in 

her community, global Environment and the 

education for women.  

 

Staff Bios 
 
Jennifer Kloes 

Executive Director 

Global Youth Connect 
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Jennifer has served as Executive Director of 

Global Youth Connect since 1999. In addition 

to overseeing the general organizational and 

program development of GYC, she has 

organized and led human rights delegations to 

Rwanda, Guatemala, Cambodia, Nepal and 

developed human rights, peacebuilding and 

activism training workshops for young human 

rights defenders from around the world.   Prior 

to her work with GYC, Jennifer worked as the 

international programs coordinator for Street 

Law, an international organization that runs 

educational programs in the areas of law, 

human rights, democracy and conflict 

resolution, on projects in El Salvador, Northern 

Ireland, Southern and Eastern Africa, and the 

Newly Independent States. Her background 

also includes working with Amnesty 

International, Children's Rights, Inc., and 

Global Rights on a wide range of human rights 

issues such as political prisoners in Cuba, Haiti, 

and Western Africa and children lost in the 

foster care system of the U.S., among others.   

Jennifer also conducted an extensive research 

project on the impact of the UN World 

Conference of Human Rights (1993). VOICE 

International published a practical manuscript 

she wrote entitled "To Promote and Protect 

Women's Human Rights: A Handbook of 

Mobilization Strategies for Women's Non-

governmental Organizations." She has also 

consulted on fundraising and program 

evaluation and implementation for the Louis 

August Jonas Foundation, the Artemesia 

Foundation and Midwives for 

Midwives/Women's Health International.   

Jennifer holds a M.S. in foreign service from 

Georgetown University and a B.A. in 

international studies from American University 

and concentrated her academic studies on 

international development and human rights.  

Navin Moul 

Cambodia Program Director 

Global Youth Connect 

Navin is a Cambodian-American currently 

pursuing a Ph.D. at the University of 

California, Berkeley in the ethnic studies 

department. Her dissertation research is on 

citizenship with a specific focus on the 

deportation of Cambodian-Americans from the 

United States to Cambodia as a means to look 

at their incorporation politically, economically 

and socially. She works as a graduate student 

instructor aiding in the teaching of ethnic 

studies, Asian American studies, and Southeast 

Asian studies to undergraduate students. Navin 

is also involved with the Berkeley Cambodian 

Student Association and serves as a mentor to 

Cambodian children adopted by American 

families. She has traveled extensively 

throughout Cambodia conducting field-work, 

research and to visit family. Before attending 

graduate school, she was a first grade school 

teacher in Lynnwood, Washington. Navin Moul 

holds a B.A. in American cultural studies from 

Western Washington University and a Master’s 

in ethnic studies from UC Berkeley. Since 

2005, Navin has led and organized several 

human rights delegations to Cambodia for 

Global Youth Connect. 

Muny Chhit 

Trainer 

Youth for Peace 

 

Since 1999, Muny has worked as a trainer for 

Youth for Peace, a Cambodian organization 

dedicated to providing education in 

peacebuilding, conflict resolution, leadership, 

democracy and human rights to Cambodian 

youth. In his role as a trainer, he designs and 

facilitates workshops for youth ages 15-25 on 

topics such as building a culture of peace, 

conflict resolution, human rights, leadership 

and non-violence. He plans to assist YFP in 

developing a new human rights and democracy 

education initiative for Cambodian youth. 

Muny has also led field visits for YFP and is 

helping to build a network of Cambodian 

children and youth involved in peacebuilding. 

He is also trained as a secondary school teacher 

and has taught English to Cambodia children 

and youth ages 8-20. Muny served as a member 

of the organizing committees for the Southeast 

Asia Youth Camp for Peace and the Adult 

Investment for Non-Discrimination (AIDS) 
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Campaign. He also acted as an observer of the 

commune council election in Phnom Penh in 

2002. Also in 2002, Muny attend the Youth 

Camp for Democracy and Peace in Indonesia as 

a Cambodian youth representative and in 2004 

he participated in the Conference on Peace 

Education around the World in Munich, 

Germany. He is currently finishing a degree in 

Peace Studies at the University of Cambodia. 

 


