Colombia Delegation
REPORT #4 PROGRAM DIRECTOR: ALEX BUSH

THE GLOBAL YOUTH CONNECT DELEGATION
TO COLOMBIA
OFFERED INSIGHT INTO THE COMPLEX HUMAN
RIGHTS CONTEXT, AS IT NAVIGATES THE
HISTORIC PEACE ACCORDS WITH THE FARC
AFTER MORE THAN 52 YEARS OF ARMED
CONFLICT.

Guiding
Questions

HOW CAN WE DISCUSS THE HISTORY OF CONFLICT
AND NARRATIVES OF VIOLENCE IN COLOMBIA?
WHAT ARE CHALLENGES FACED IN THE
IMPLEMENTATION OF THE PEACE PROCESS?
HOW DOES COLOMBIA'S PEACE PROCESS COMPARE
WITH DOMESTIC AND INTERNATIONAL PEACE
BUILDING EFFORTS?
WHAT INFORMATION CAN BE TAKEN FROM HUMAN
RIGHTS GROUPS AND EFFORTS IN COLOMBIA?

https://www.globalyouthconnect.org

Schedule of Meetings
BOGOTA
Office of the High Commissioner for Peace
UN Verification Mission
Intercelestial Commission for Justice and Peace
AFRODES - Association for Displaced Afro-Colombians
Defensoría del Pueblo - State Ombudsman for Human Rights
Graffiti Walking tour & Sightseeing

SANTANDER DE QUILICHAO

ACIN - Indigenous Council for Northern Cauca

CALI
Regional Contextualisation at Tertulia Museum
Santamaría Foundation - Trans Rights Organization
Casa Naranja - Community Theatre & Arts Project
Biblioghuetto & Hakuna Matata - Petecuy Community Literacy and Arts Organizations
Salsa Classes & Visit to Salsa Bar

Snapshots from Delegation
JANuARY 3RD
“The workshops were run by GYC leadership and helped solidify delegates’ understanding
of the country and its political and social climate. The history workshop provided a great
deal of insight as to the timeline of conflict and violence in Colombia, putting forth the
groundwork for our eventual understanding of the political polarization within the
conflict and the conflict that arose as a consequence. The cultural workshop was helpful
because it acclimated delegates to certain cultural cues which were necessary to know
moving forward. The first day allowed me to respond to several of the guiding questions.
Knowledge of the history and timeline of the conflict allowed me to approach actors with
knowledgeable insight regarding the conflict. In addition, the mass of factors occurring
simultaneously was something I had not been aware of prior to the timeline activity.”
-GYC Delegate, Rachel Mitchell, a senior at Syracuse University

JANUARY 4TH
Meeting with the Office of the High Commissioner for Peace (OACP)
“Reflecting back on all the visits, I’m happy we were able to come here first. The
powerpoint and booklets on the accords were very helpful as visual resources.
Due to the fact that this presentation was an official government initiative, I
was a bit skeptical going in that we would be fed an assortment of one sided
truths and propaganda. Although bias was evident, overall I felt we were given
an in depth and candid description of the government’s efforts to restore justice
and security throughout the country with a clear outline of the peace accords’
and their plan for implementation. "
-GYC Delegate, Jill Cefalo, an Intercultural Relations postgraduate at Lesley
University

JANUARY 5TH

UN Verification Mission & Intercelestial Commision for Justice and Peace
“The meeting allowed the delegation to see and understand the responsibilities of
international organizations in the Colombian peace process. While they are not directly
responsible for implementing the agreement, their work is important to keep all actors
accountable, especially the Colombian government and FARC. The Intercelestial
Commission for Justice and Peace was the first NGO the
delegation met with. Their role is important to have a direct connection to people
affected
by the conflict and to hold the government accountable.”
-GYC Delegate, Michelle Pea, a Conflict Resolution post-graduate at Georgetown
University

SNAPSHOTS FROM DELEGATION
JANUARY 6TH & 7TH
Graffiti Walking Tour and Bogotá Sightseeing
“The tour took us around downtown Bogotá and the guide explained
important pieces of street art, neighborhood history, and various different
types of conflict within the country. A very interesting artist’s initiative
sought to address homelessness in Bogotá so the artist would stencil the
faces of homeless people in the areas that they sleep in. Additionally, much
of the street art had indigenous aspects or made political statements
regarding subjects such as war, capitalism, greed, drug trade, and
corruption. I took away a lot of Colombian history from the tour, but I also
found a renewed hope.”
-GYC Delegate, Rachel Mitchell

JANUARY 8TH
AFRODES - Association for Displaced Afro-Colombians
“The session with AFRODES enabled delegates to better understand challenges
faced by displaced Afro-Colombians and the human rights violations committed
against the underrepresented group. Interestingly, the speakers shared a few
optimistic developments, including the organization’s work with other minority
groups, collaboration with international organizations and the United States
Congressional Black Caucus and also that an AFRODES member is currently
running for Colombian Congress. This meeting demonstrated that despite unfair
and unjust circumstances, marginalized groups such as AFRODES will continue to
fight for equal rights.”
-GYC Delegate, Allison Rastelli, Conflict Resolution postgraduate at Georgetown
University

JANUARY 9TH
Defensoría del Pueblo - Colombian State Ombudsman for Human Rights
“The three Defensoria del Pueblo meetings provided the delegation with
unique explanations of each office’s current programs. All speakers,
which included biologists, psychologists, and those well-versed in
policy, were highly educated and dedicated to the agency’s mission. I
was interested to learn that this government agency serves as a
consultant and informant to policy makers, therefore leaving the
agency’s recommendations non-binding.”
-GYC Delegate, Allison Rastelli

SNAPSHOTS FROM DELEGATION
JANUARY 12TH
ACIN - Indigenous Council in Santander de Quilichao
“We traveled to Santander de Quilichao to learn more about how the conflict has affected Colombia’s indigenous communities. In the meeting with
the Indigenous Council, we learned the devastating realities these groups have faced throughout conflict. Sadly, the acts of violence faced by
these groups have not ended with the signing of the peace deal. Speakers shared that the power vacuum left by the FARC has paved the way for
equally violent paramilitary groups and the ELN guerrilla group to establish a strong presence. Like other minority groups, the indigenous
community is subjected to forced displacement, inequality and underrepresentation, and cultural erosion, but also suffers from direct violence
such as land mines, gunfire, and other threats.”
-GYC Delegate, Allison Rastelli

JANUARY 13TH
Casa Naranja & Biblioghuetto / Hakuna Matata
“I found it most appropriate that our last two official meetings were with educational organizations. Casa Naranja provides free theater and dance classes to
children in a barrio in Cali, and Biblioghuetto works to promote peace and literacy in a previously gang and drug controlled barrio, called “Petecuy”. An interesting
commonality between all of our visits was the emphasis on advocacy and education on both national and international levels, as well as clearly communicating how
Colombia is most definitely not post-conflict, but simply post-agreement. Conveying this message abroad is so important because although papers have been signed
and the FARC have been disarmed, the conflict is still very much alive and the ordinary citizens of Colombia are bearing the brunt of it. Moving forward we must look
not only to help and heal the victims and victimizers of the conflict, but also to support and encourage victims of circumstance throughout the country. Despite
continuous neglect and ostracization, their optimism and perseverance should be an example for the rest of the world to follow.”
-GYC Delegate, Jill Cefalo

Delegate Reflection

“The 2018 GYC Colombia Delegation not only taught me about
government and NGO groups promoting human rights in
Colombia, but also provided a complete understanding of the
many narratives throughout conflict and in the post-peace
deal era. Additionally, I learned about the involvement of
international groups and their collaboration with Colombian
organizations. Further, I feel that after this program I am
able to discuss and analyze human rights initiatives and
challenges related to the the implementation of the peace
deal.”
-Allison Rastelli
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