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Recently, Seattle, Wash-
ington officially changed 

Columbus Day to In-
digenous People’s Day 

in a unanimous vote. Is it 
a mouth full? Definitely. 

Is it necessary?  
Absolutely. 

- Participant Comment

ARE HUMAN RIGHTS IMPORTANT IN THE U.S.? 
Global Youth Connects believes that human rights together with intercultural dia-
logue can and should be used to understand and overcome challenges wherever 
there are human beings. After conducting international programs aimed at em-
powering youth in  post-violence countries such as Rwanda, Bosnia, and Cambo-
dia, Global Youth Connect decided that the next step would be to conduct a pro-
gram in New York City, where youth from these program countries and other parts 
of the world could see: 

What is U.S. civil society doing to promote human rights?


How can the concept of human rights be used effectively in the U.S. and 
around the world?


What are the similarities between the human rights struggles in Rwanda, 
Bosnia and BiH and U.S.?


Participant Sambath Bun wrote a piece 
on how the history of, and fallout from, 
conflict in Cambodia relates to human 
rights in the U.S. on gycvillage.org


Do you know why Cambodian youth 
were effective yet non-violent in the 
2013 election campaign? 

To read the full blog post follow this link.


Apply to a GYC Cambodia Program!

http://gycvillage.org
http://gycvillage.org/2014/10/03/youth-silence-facebook-elections/
http://globalyouthconnect.org/apply.html
http://gycvillage.org
http://gycvillage.org/2014/10/03/youth-silence-facebook-elections/
http://globalyouthconnect.org/apply.html
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EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REMARKS 

It is hard to believe that the United States continues to struggle with human 
rights and transitional justice challenges even in the 21st Century, but it does, 
as we all know so well...   

Or do we really know this so well? How deeply do we think about human 
rights in our own society? 

Personally, it has been a great learning experience for me to work on GYC's 
Human Rights in the USA program because -- in running the program -- I 
have the chance to meet with the people and institutions on the front lines of 
solving some of the key human rights challenges facing us here in the U.S., 
such as school push-out and the school to prison pipeline, hunger, human 
rights of the homeless, LGBTQ individuals, and soldiers returning from war.  

There are far too many organizations to thank here individually, and you will 
read about them all in the report, so suffice it to say that Global Youth Con-
nect is deeply grateful to all of the individuals and institutions who take the 
time out of their busy schedules to meet with our program participants. We 
hope that the readers of this report will click on the links to their work and 
learn from and support their work, as the alumni of our program will do now 
that their eyes have been opened further.  

Given that there is no dedicated section of this report to homestays, I want to 
express thanks here to the families on Statan Island, Queens, and in Brook-
lyn, who hosted members of the program in their homes to enable them to 
experience human rights in the U.S. through a variety of settings. To host 
mothers Joanne Posetivo and Katarina Businger, the Lewis Family, the Kho-
timsky family, to the Sachs-Street family and to Melanie Taign, as well as to 
meal hosts Elizabeth Francoia, Rebecca Davis, and Heather Godfrey, you and 
yours all brought enthusiasm and depth to the program, and we hope that fu-
ture participants will have the same chance to experience a slice of N.Y. life 
with you and your inspiring families, friends & colleagues again in the future. 

In solidarity, 

Jesse Hawkes 
GYC Executive Director 
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Program overview 
In the weeklong program, young leaders from New York City gathered together 
with visiting young leaders from the greater U.S. and from post-genocide countries 
such as Bosnia-Herzegovina and Cambodia, in a special summit to gain intimate 
knowledge of the human rights situation in New York City, the U.S., and the world. 
A group of 16 enthusiastic human rights advocates explored human rights while 
also being a part of a rich intercultural exchange. In just one week, the program 
covered a wide range of topics such as the situation facing indigenous people in 
the Americas today, children’s rights, wounded warriors, LGBTQ-rights, health, 
education, food-access, inter religious understanding, reproductive rights, political 
and social activism, through at least 17 site visits.


GOALS OF THE 2014 PROGRAM
Increase participants' understanding of the human rights situation in the U.S. 
and in other countries around the world

Increase participants’ understanding of the context and practice of human 
rights learning and advocacy

Build the skills knowledge and confidence of youth, grassroots organizations, 
and New York City policymakers to raise awareness, take action and work col-
laboratively on projects to promote and defend human rights

Facilitate cross-cultural dialogue, which is crucial for the success of both in-
ternational and local human rights initiatives

Foster personal and emotional growth by testing boundaries and limitations, re-
flecting critically on our own cultures, exploring how the choices we make affect 
the lives of others, building strong cross-cultural connections and finding posi-
tive outlets for service to promote human rights

Create networking opportunities for all of the youth and organizations involved 
in the program



Common Cause Working Families Party Rally 
To kick off the program, participants attended the Common Cause's Working Fami-
lies Party Rally. At the rally, issues of income inequality, corporate America, union 
representation, paid sick days and a higher minimum wage were among the topics 
touched upon. It really got the participants excited and ready to continue the dis-
cussion on social injustices.


Gallery 138
At Gallery 138 participants got the chance to see artwork of the award winning artist 
and curator Brookie Maxwell. The artwork gave participants an understanding of the 
human rights issues facing active-duty soldiers, veterans, and civilians in a war-cen-
tric society. At Gallery 138 participants were asked to look at Post Traumatic Stress, 
the military and civilians in the U.S. by Brookie Maxwell's Coming Home: Journey, 
Community, Dialog. After visiting Gallery 138, Kevin Tang wrote on GYC's blog that 
if we accept that all human beings have rights, what about the rights of those who 
are engaged in their violation. To read Kevin's full blog follow the link. 
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SITE VISITS 

We talked to so many 
people that have basical-
ly dedicated their lives to 

human rights and it is 
people that feel so pas-
sionately about human 
rights that will push for 
changes in the world.  

- Participant

I ran up to Brookie 
Maxwell’s Gallery 138 in 
Chelsea and for barely 

an hour with GYC 
group, but during that 
time I was able to truly 
see the perspective of 

those wounded in com-
bat. 

- Participant

http://www.commoncause.org/states/new-york/
https://www.nyfa.org/ArtistDirectory/ShowProject/bad5b088-071c-4094-84b1-28570d363eda
http://gycvillage.org/2014/12/27/caught-in-an-oppressive-system/


Tannenbaum Center for Interreligious Understanding 
At the Tanenbaum Center, participants learned about how the organization works to 
protect the human right to religious freedom and expression. The group had the 
pleasure to hear the Managing Director, Mark Fowler, present on the Tannenbaum 
Center's work in international contexts by supporting peacemakers. 

National Economic & Social Rights Initiative (NESRI)
At NESRI the delegation met with Shoshi Chowdury who is in charge of their Dignity 
in Schools Campaign. The project aims to reduce the number of cases of school 
“push-out” and to increase restorative justice practices in schools. At this visit 
Christen Dobson from the International Human Rights Funders Group also spoke to 
the group about mapping support for human rights world-wide. 
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Rights are inherent; they cannot be 
given, awarded, or taken away.  

We are all human. 

- Participant Evaluation

Many thanks to Carla De Ycaza (GYC Rwanda 2010) for introducing the Hu-
man Rights USA group to the Tannenbaum Center where Carla is now As-
sistant Program Director in the Conflict Resolution Department. 

One of the participants in the pro-
gram was Adis Hukanovic, from 

Bosnia-Herzegovina were inter-reli-
gious and inter-ethnic tensions are 

still felt today. Read Adis’ reflections 
about intergenerational trauma in his 
pre-program blog-post at the follow-

ing link.

https://tanenbaum.org
http://www.nesri.org
http://gycvillage.org/2014/10/03/a-story-about-a-mother-and-three-little-ones/
http://gycvillage.org/2014/10/03/a-story-about-a-mother-and-three-little-ones/


James Baldwin School
At the James Baldwin School participants had the opportunity to interact with New 
York City public high school students, specifically on the issues that NESRI had 
been highlighting concerning treating students with dignity and respect. It was 
heartening to hear that the James Baldwin School was going to be able to hire a full 
time restorative justice coordinator, a rarity in public schools. 

Theatre of the Oppressed NYC
Theatre of the Oppressed NYC trains community 
troupes to do interactive performances portraying the 
real-life struggles of their constituents. The perfor-
mance we observed at this site visit depicted the 
human rights issues facing LGBTQ youth affected by 
homelessness. It touched on subjects like domestic 
violence, discrimination, police harassment and bru-
tality. After the performance, the group was invited to 
play the part of the main character and improvise 
their the best way to escape such abuse, both from 
partners and the police. Each added their individual touch and the delegation 
learned something new from each of the performances, stretching from citizen 
rights to aiding human rights organizations.
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I will always remember 
the sentence of this 

young girl in the high 
school that we visited. 

Her answer to one of our 
questions was “...be-

cause the teachers are 
more human here.” 

- Participant

One of my  most memorable expe-
riences was at the Theatre of the 

Oppressed. It was extremely 
shocking and informative to learn 

of the struggles of homeless 
LGBTQ youth. I had never been 
exposed to this issue and it was 

very eye opening.
- Participant

Many thanks to Jay God-
frey from the United 
Methodist Women who 
co-hosted the site visit 
and especially to Theatre 
of the Oppressed NYC 
and the Ali Forney Center 
Troupe for their interac-
tive presentation.

http://www.thejamesbaldwinschool.org
http://www.theatreoftheoppressednyc.org
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When we visited the United Nations Office for the High Commis-
sioner on Human Rights, we were briefed on what that office does 
generally but also we met with the leader of the current initiative 

called Free and Equal. This initiative increases education to combat 
discrimination and violence against people in LGBT communities 

around the world. 

The visit to the United Nations Office for the High Commisioner on 
HUman Rights was made directly after interacting with the The-
ater of the Oppressed and shared a focus on the human rights of 

the LGBTQ community. Here the UN also discussed important 
topics like reproductive rights and global issues like human traf-

ficking.  

The site visit was informative on the macro perspective of human 
rights issues and gave participants a sense of the politics involved 

with human rights intervention internationally. 

UNITED NATIONS

http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Pages/WelcomePage.aspx
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Pages/WelcomePage.aspx


Freedom to Marry
At Freedom to Marry, the participants met with founder and Executive Director, Evan 
Wolfson, and learned about the various forms of advocacy that the organization has 
included in its effective strategies (judicial/courts and public awareness). Just 13 
years ago, there was not one place in the world where gay people could marry the 
one they love. Now, 35 states in the U.S. have marriage equality, and 10% of the 
world's population live where LGBT can legally marry.


Bureau for International Reporting 
At the Bereau for International Reporting participants learned about the media's 
power as a tool for communication, raising awareness and inspiring effective ways 
to be advocates. The International Bureau of Reporting was formed in 2006 when 
two news producers recognized how international reporting was becoming more 
and more absent from mainstream media. The founders determined that only an in-
formed public can understand the ties between domestic and global development. 
The Bureau handles twelve international stories and documentaries each year with 
topics ranging from heated conflicts in Myanmar to the civil rights situation in 
Northern Ireland.
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Many thanks to Jason Maloney of 
Bereau for International Reporting 
for engaging the participants at the 
NYU School of Journalism about the 

role investigative journalism can 
play in unpacking conflict and aid-

ing in conflict resolution.

This trip opened my eyes to 
the cultural and social strug-
gles behind the human rights 
movement. By seeing it in a 

more holistic way, my interest 
in the human rights move-

ment was invigorated. 
-Participant 

http://www.freedomtomarry.org
http://thebir.org
http://thebir.org
http://thebir.org


New York City Coalition Against Hunger (NYCCAH)
The New York City Coalition Against Hunger works towards providing sustainable 
access to food for the millions of people that are going hungry in the U.S. today. At 
the visit NYCCAH taught the delegation about hunger in the U.S. and New York City 
as well as about the importance of food stamps pre-screening. The organization 
also facilitated a volunteer service day where the participants contributed by dis-
tributing more than 700 flyers (in English, Cantonese, and Mandarin) about         
NYCCAH's food stamp pre-screening service provided in the Chinatown area. Af-
terwards, NYCCAH reported that their local pre-screener had received many visits 
and calls from people due to the volunteer service day. 


Merchants’ Gate - Indigenous Day of Remembrance 
The delegation visited the Merchant's Gate near Columbus Circle to observe cere-
monies and speeches related to justice for Indigenous peoples.
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   I was impacted by our volunteering with  
NYCCAH, since hunger is not an issue you 
think would affect a major metropolis like 

NYC. This observation and the pre-visit read-
ings really stressed that hunger is much more 

widespread than I thought. 
-Participants

Read Kristina Hernandez's captivating 
blog post about why we should not cel-
ebrate Columbus' "discovery" of Ameri-
ca."  


Also, please see the youtube video of 
some moments from the ceremony in-
terspersed with other moments from the 
whole program. 

http://nyccah.org
http://sjcspirit.com/2014/10/13/it-is-time-for-us-to-stop-honoring-christopher-columbus/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uSZPMtWBCLA&feature=youtu.be
http://sjcspirit.com/2014/10/13/it-is-time-for-us-to-stop-honoring-christopher-columbus/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uSZPMtWBCLA&feature=youtu.be


National Museum of the American Indian 
The visit to the National Museum of the American Indian helped participants gain an 
understanding of the current situation facing Native Americans. After touring the 
museum, Cherokee playwright and corporate lawyer Mary Katherine Nagle spoke to 
the participants about how economic development, cultural preservation, and tran-
sitional justice processes are being hindered by both an overall ignorance and ac-
tive resistance from U.S. society, despite a long history of blatant injustice.


Reproductive Health Access Project 
At the Reproductive Health Access Project, participants had the opportunity to 
speak with RHAP’s Executive Director, Lisa Maldonado, about reproductive rights 
worldwide and in the U.S. and a respectful debate ensued concerning the question 
of abortion, contraceptives, and family planning.  
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http://nmai.si.edu/visit/newyork/
http://www.reproductiveaccess.org


People’s Movement for Human Rights Learning
People's Movement for Human Rights Learning works to promote, enhance and 
provide learning about human rights that are relevant to people's daily lives at all 
levels of society. At the meeting participants spoke to the UN 2003 Human Rights 
Award Winner, Shula Koenig, who did a “Human Rights Learning as a Way of Life” 
workshop with the group accompanied by her inspirational husband, Jerry.


International Rescue Committee of New York
The International Rescue Committee of New York provides assimilation support for 
refugees forced to flee from their home countries due to war or disaster. During the 
visit, the participants were enlightened by what IRC-NY is doing to help newly ar-
rived refugees achieve a state of self-sufficiency and social independence. Approx-
imately 150 refugees go through the IRC-NY programs annually and they rely on the 
voluntary support as well as the classes provided by IRC-NY regarding English pro-
ficiency, green card information and U.S. culture. 


Deputy Mayor of Health and 
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Talking with Shula was 
one of my favorite visits 
as I had never thought 

about the human right to 
dignity. She was incredi-
bly wise and influential. 

- GYC Participant

Going into this program I knew I 
wanted to make a career of human 

rights work. This program only 
made me more sure of that.  

- Participant


See how Amanda translated this 
experience at IRC-NY into action 

(see pg. 15) 

http://pdhre.org
yorkhttp://www.rescue.org/us-program/us-new-york-ny


Deputy Mayor of Health and Human Services 
The delegation had the honor of meeting with NYC Deputy Mayor Lilliam Barrios-
Paoli and her team of legal advisors to discuss the practicalities of creating and im-
plementing policies related to homelessness, hunger, health care, and social-work.

International Center for Transitional Justice (ICTJ) 
International Center for Transitional Justice works to help societies in transition to 
address legacies of massive human rights violations and to build civic trust in state 
institutions as protectors of human rights. In the aftermath of mass atrocity and re-
pression, ICTJ assists institutions and civil society groups to help nations enact 
measures to provide truth and increase accountability. Specifically, the participants 
had the chance to discuss ICTJ’s approach and programs with Refik Hodzic, Direc-
tor of Communications, as well as their youth program director working on youth-
related programs including raising awareness about forced-removal policies in 
Canada vis a vis First Nations youth. 
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After meeting with the 
Deputy Mayor, I realized 

the power of our 
democracy to change 
structures in favor of 

human rights.  
-Participant

https://www.ictj.orgI


Final event 

At the Open Society Foundation, the participants presented about the various site 
visits and work conducted during the program. 


Cathy Albisa, Executive Director of the National Economic and Social Rights Initia-
tive (NESRI) co-moderated the event and expanded upon the learning that had al-
ready taken place during the program.


We were joined by GYC Alumni including Nelson Igunwa (below) and Deepak 
Chaudary from Nepal, Sierra Kraft (GYC Bosnia Participant), Rebecca Davis (GYC 
Rwanda Alumna and founder of MindLeaps in Rwanda), and GYC's extraordinary 
host family mothers, Joanne and Kat from Statan Island.


Many thanks to the Open Society Foundation for providing the meeting space for 
the final event!
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http://www.nesri.org
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Kayla Clair
“I have an upcoming presentation about the program for a class in the social work 
department here at our school to encourage students to apply for the program. I will 
be encouraging social work students to branch out and take up advocacy for different 
social issues.”

Meagan Roland 
“Participating in GYC was a wonderful experience and it has inspired me to do a 
few things here in my hometown. I am fortunate to have another GYC alum attend 
the same school as I do. Together we are trying to form a human rights organiza-
tion at our school. We have many groups on campus that focus on very specific 
issues and we want to form one that raises awareness to many other human rights 
violations that go unnoticed. It’s a new idea and we are still working on it. Also, I 
found a refugee center located only twenty minutes from my home. The things I 
learned about refugees in the United States while participating in our program re-
ally sparked my interest and it’s something I would like to learn more about and 
get involved in.”

Amanda Schartau
"In the short time we had as a group, I've learned so much and have become 
increasingly inspired to advance human rights at home. Upon returning to 
classes, I presented to my public policy and Spanish class, an overview of GYC 
and the Human Rights in the USA Program. I helped host a local UN Day confer-
ence to advance UN Millennial goals 3 and 5. (…) I have joined with action com-
mittee and I meet every week with local activists and the homeless impacted. (…) 
We’ve crafted, and I'm working on editing, a homeless Bill of Rights to be ap-
proved by local government.

After the Program
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Post Conflict Youth (PCY) Scholarship 

In addition to attending GYC’s New York program, Adis and Sambath, who were 
awarded a Post Conflict Youth scholarship by GYC, gave a panel discussion at 
Adelphi University in New York, interned with GYC in NYC, traveled to Washington 
D.C. to a meeting at the U.S. Congress and with the International NGO Search for 
Common Ground. The picture below shows Adis and Sabbath at the U.S. Con-
gress meeting with GYC Alumna Naz  Durakoglu, Legislative Director for Rep Bill 
Keaton. With GYC Board Member Mac Hamilton (who is now executive Manager 
of STAND) and a representative of the advisory Council for Bosnia and Herzegov-
ina in Washington D.C: (which is led by Ajla Deltic, also a GYC alumna).

The most important learning I gained from the program is I can see many issues 
from human rights perspective. It has triggered out that what I am doing is part of 
the human right issue ranging from youth empowerment, community development 
and education. Therefore, human right can be anything and does not limit to having 
right to live with dignity and free from the abuse and being human. Therefore, the 
learning from the program will impact all my thinking and way of my work in any 

project I am implementing.  
 - Sambath Bun


The most important part of the whole program for me was the visits to universities 
and my presentation about the burning issues in my country. Also, it was an special 
experience for me to visit a high school in NYC and talk about the educational sys-

tem in the USA, about the drop out problem, discrimination and segregation of 
children. It reminded me somehow of Bosnia and the ethnic based segregation in 

more than 50 high school across Bosnia. 
- Adis Hukanović

https://www.sfcg.org/what-we-do/
https://www.sfcg.org/what-we-do/
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Adis Hukanović (Bosnia-Herzegovina) 
Adis is a scholar, activist and citizen journal-
ist who recently received his Master’s degree 
in psychology from the University of Saraje-
vo. Adis and his fellow activists have suc-
cessfully protested and lobbied to protect 
memorials within Sarajevo (such as the Ros-
es of Sarajevo), and he has been very active 
in the Babylution protests of 2013 in Sarajevo 
and the White Arm Band memorialization 
campaign in Prejidor. In 2012, on behalf of 
YIHR-BH, Adis wrote and coordinated the project Future of Remembrance, funded by 
the International Commission on Missing Persons (ICMP). The main ideas of that project 
were to educate youth from small and isolated communities around BiH about Transi-
tional Justice and to give them the opportunity to discuss the memorialization practices 
in BiH. Adis also served as Program Manager of (and documentary interviewer for) an 
oral history testimonial project for the Center for Documentation and IZVOR in his home 
region (Krajina Region) with a focus on Prejidor. In 2013, Adis served as GYC Program 
Assistant on the American Youth Leadership Program in BiH through GYC’s partnership 
with Global Kids and the US State Department and is very excited to continue collabora-
tions with GYC, especially cross-overs with GYC’s other countries.

Sambath Bun (Cambodia)
Mr. Sambath Bun is a Cambodian human 
rights activist and founding member of the 
Center for Critical Thinking and Develop-
ment, which focuses on using applied re-
search to contribute to the sustainable de-
velopment of Cambodia. Sambath has an 
M.A. in Public Policy in Development Policy 
and Graduate Diploma in Public Administra-
tion from Australian National University and 
his B.A. in Education in English Teaching and Information Technology. He has been 
working for more than seven years on development issues, especially youth empower-
ment and education including monitoring, evaluation and budget management at local 
NGOs and international institutions. He has extensive knowledge on community and so-
cial development, and organizes many national and regional youth forums and meetings. 
He participated with GYC in the Human Rights Program in Cambodia in 2007 as a co-
organizer of the Learning Community Workshop. 


PARTICIPANT BIOGRAPHIES
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Amanda Schartau (Rochester, NY, USA)
Amanda is a third-year undergraduate at Rochester Institute of Technology in 
Rochester, New York, where she is majoring in International and Global Studies with 
an emphasis on conflict resolution. In her spare time, Amanda teaches local refugees 
English and basic living skills for assimilation into their new environments in the Unit-
ed States, is a volunteer mentor for Big Brothers Big Sisters of Greater Rochester, 
serves as National Service Week and Spring Youth Service Day chair for the in-
ternational service fraternity Alpha Phi Omega, and is passionate about her position 
as the director of philanthropy for RIT’s club Women in Business. She is interning at 
the United Nations Association of Rochester, a UNA-USA non-profit organization that 
aims to advance human rights, dignity and worth of all people, justice and respect, 
and to promote social progress at home and abroad. By participating in GYC, Aman-
da hopes to network with peers, NGOs, human rights organizations, and to broaden 
her perspective of human rights at home and internationally. She sees GYC as an 
opportunity to better understand program design and implementation, to advocate 
for those who do not have a voice to demand human rights.

Anastasia Hayes (Staten Island, NYC)
Anastasia “Ana” Hayes is a sophomore in the Macaulay Honors College at the 
College of Staten Island. From an early age, she has had a deep interest in the in-
ternational  community, fueled in large part by her travels to Europe. Most recently, 
Ana visited  the Russian Federation and got an eye-opening, first-hand look at a 
repressive  government. In the future, Ana would like to work with the U.S. gov-
ernment forwarding relations between America and the wider world.

Ayesha Rehman  (NYC & Pakistan)
Ayesha is a fourth-year undergraduate at Macaulay Honors College, City College of 
New York in NYC, New York, where she is majoring in Pure Mathematics. In her 
spare time, Ayesha helps out at the African Services Committee as a literacy volun-
teer, participates in the CCNY Collegiate Health Services Corps, mentors students 
from the Division of Science, and also works as a part-time math tutor at the SEEK 
PAL Center. She is interning at the Reproductive Health Access Project, a non-
profit organization that works to integrate full-spectrum reproductive healthcare 
into primacy medicine. By participating in GYC, Ayesha hopes to learn about 
health disparities within under-served communities in the United States and abroad 
as well as better understand how that is related to human right issues. After gradu-
ation, Ayesha is determined to attend graduate school to study epidemiology. 
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Camilla Jackson (Auburndale, MA & Beloit, WI, USA)
Camilla graduated from Beloit College with a B.A. in Political Science and History in 
May of 2014. While at Beloit College, Camilla combined her interest in conflict reso-
lution with human rights, rights of North American indigenous persons and restora-
tive justice. She supported these interests with off-campus opportunities, including 
GYC Bosnia, SIT Peace and Mediation in Brattleboro, Vermont, and a semester at 
the Newberry Library in Chicago, Illinois. These passions culminated into two impor-
tant research papers her senior year of college: Race Relations, Penal Reform and 
Mass Incarceration; and Red Power Revisited. Originally from just outside Boston, 
Camilla decided to stay in the mid-west after graduation and took a position as the 
Operations Coordinator of Student Support Services, a TRiO education program at 

Kevin Tang (NYC)
Kevin is a junior at the Macaulay Honors College at Hunter College. He is interest-
ed in the power of non-profit work and has been involved with the Roosevelt Insti-
tute, Global Brigades and Generation Citizen. He has interned for then City Coun-
cilwoman, now Manhattan Borough President, Gale Brewer. He has also interned 
as a Summer Fellow at New American Leaders Project and is committed to diver-
sity in the public sector. Kevin had the honor of working with the Center for Consti-
tutional Rights and hopes to be able to work for like-minded organizations and in-
dividuals. Right now, he is devoting his time to causes in his community through 
mentoring at the Henry Street Settlement and Chinatown Tenants Union. Kevin 
loves languages and is trying to master Spanish, Arabic and written Chinese. His 
future professional goal is to be a lawyer who defends the human rights of the dis-
advantaged but also works to create stronger mechanisms in the United States 
and abroad.

Kayla Clair (Kenosha, Wisconsin, USA)
Kayla is a first-year undergraduate at Carthage College in Kenosha, WI, where she 
is a Social Work major with a minor in both Spanish and Political Science. She is 
also the Community Food Security Intern for a collaboration between Kenosha 
County UW-Extension, Racine Kenosha Community Action Agency, and United Way 
of Kenosha County. With Kayla’s help, this group is working to address the issue of 
food insecurity within the community of Kenosha County. She also works for a local 
eco-friendly cleaning company where she is the Marketing Intern as well as a Clean-
ing Technician. Kayla was also recently inducted into Alpha Lambda Delta National 
Honor Society where she will participate in various volunteer events at Carthage 
College. She also recently joined the ONE organization on campus to join the fight 
against extreme poverty. Kayla hopes to gain knowledge and further develop her 
activism skills by participating in GYC Human Rights in the USA Program.
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Kristina Hernandez (Wichita Falls, TX, USA)
Kristina is junior studying Sociology and Criminal Justice at St. Joseph’s College, 
Brooklyn Campus. Throughout her life, Kristina has witnessed the unequal treat-
ment of individuals who do not fit into the model society has created. Hence, at 
SJC, Kristina saw a need for greater awareness of the sociological issues affecting 
her peers and herself and she created a club during the spring of 2014 called “So-
cial Thinkers,” which focuses on societal issues overlooked by the media (race, 
class, age, gender, etc.) and tries to uncover as much objective information as 
possible about these issues. Kristina is also involved in the Honors program, Alpha 
Gamma Delta, The Spirit! newspaper, Campus Activity Board (staff member), Law 
and Justice Society, Poder Latinos, Student Ambassadors, Student Leadership 
Experience, and The National Society of Leadership and Success.  In her time at 
SJC, she has tried to fully embrace the college’s motto of “To be, not to seem” 
and looks forward to sharing the skills that she has acquired during her two years 
at SJC with the youth and organizations working on the Global Youth Connect 
Human Rights in the USA Program. After undergraduate school, she wants to at-
tend law school and work toward becoming a civil rights attorney.

Mamadou Diaw (NYC)
Mamadou was born and raised in Manhattan and has lived there all his life. He is 
of Senegalese background and speaks Wolof and English. He is a high school ju-
nior at The Beacon School. Mamadou chose to attend this program because it 
serves as a channel for him to express aspects of his personality and interests like 
meeting new people, experiencing new things, and understanding human rights 
better. He has had experience with working on human rights as a part of Model 
U.N. in middle school. Mamadou is very excited for the program and looks forward 
to the many things he’ll learn about human rights.
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Meagan Roland (Allendale, MI, USA)
Meagan is a third year undergraduate student at Grand Valley State University. 
She is majoring in Political Science with a minor in Criminal Justice. When she is 
not in school, Meagan works as a Customer Experience Supervisor at dELiA*s 
where she manages merchandise, trains new associates and tracks business re-
sults. She is also a member, and secretary, of the International Justice Mission 
(IJM), Grand Valley chapter. IJM is a group that raises awareness about human 
trafficking and works to prevent it. During high school Meagan was a member of 
Peer Mediation and Link Crew. Peer Mediation was a program in which students 
acted as mediators between other students to solve conflict. Link Crew was a 
program in which members were assigned to be mentors to incoming freshmen. 
By participating in Global Youth Connect, Meagan hopes to learn more about ad-
vocating for human rights and improve her group organization skills in order to 
better help the group on campus she is involved in and also possibly from a new 
human rights advocacy group on campus in the future.

Melanie Grabow (Mastic, NY, USA)
The most prominent and relevant identifying factors of Melanie Grabow include: 
dreamer, traveler, student, advocate, pansexual lesbian, future International Social 
Worker, global citizen, reader, and lover of languages and culture. In the past 10 
months, Melanie has traveled to Nicaragua, Argentina, and Uruguay. As a student 
of St. Joseph’s College Melanie participated in Service Learning in Nicaragua with 
her Spanish class, Latin America at the Crossroads, which focused largely on Hu-
man Rights and global citizenship, and worked with the international service orga-
nization Amizade, focusing on how cooperatives work. Later, she studied abroad 
in Argentina and Uruguay. Now in her senior year at St. Joseph’s College, Melanie 
is majoring in Spanish and dual-minoring in Peace & Justice Studies and Human 
Relations, en route to becoming an International Social Worker. Melanie has held 
multiple leadership positions such as President of LGBTQA and President of the 
Delta Phi Chapter of the Sigma Delta Pi National Spanish Honor Society. Currently, 
Melanie is working as a nanny and Spanish teacher to a young boy. In the upcom-
ing spring, Melanie plans to return to Nicaragua to continue her work there, visit 
with the wonderful people she met last year, and continue to expand her global 
family. 
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Myra Jackson (Seattle, WA, USA)
Myra is a second year student at Seattle University who is pursuing a double un-
dergraduate degree in Humanities for Teaching and Anthropology, both which 
have been long-term passions of hers. Since high school, Myra has devoted her 
time towards service through internships at local schools, and facilitating a dis-
trict-wide school dance for students with special needs. As the Sophomore Rep-
resentative in the Student Government at Seattle University (SGSU), Myra intends 
on increasing equal access to gender neutral bathrooms on campus, as well as 
providing more educational services on gender identities. With the support of her 
cohort, her advocacies continue as she strives for a more cultural inclusive cur-
riculum for the students who are aspirin to obtain degrees in teaching and leader-
ship, in an effort to shape better educated leaders of tomorrow. By participating in 
the Global Youth Connect, Myra hopes to learn more about uniting communities in 
efforts to pursue justice and equality for the LGBTQ community, and support the 
at-risk students of color.

Monica Gonzalez-Mora (NYC & Caracas, Venezuela)
Monica is a rising junior at Babson College in Wellesley, Massachusetts. At Bab-
son, Monica is studying Business Administration and plans on concentrating in 
Legal Studies and Justice, Citizenship, and Social Responsibility. Along with her 
studies, Monica volunteers for the non-profit Made By Survivors, an organization 
that helps survivors of human trafficking through counseling, health care, educa-
tion, and vocational training—ultimately ‘slavery-proofing’ them so that they do 
not fall back into slavery. In high school, Monica volunteered for the non-profit 
Roots of Hope/Raices de Esperanza, which helps empower Cuban youth. She 
also volunteers for the non-profit Children’s Cancer Fund, which provides support, 
education, and information systems for patients and their families. By participating 
in GYC, Monica hopes to develop her advocacy, action planning, and awareness-
raising skills so that she can be better equipped to take action and fight for the 
rights of others. After graduating from college and graduate school, she hopes to 
change the way the world interacts. She plans on taking complete advantage of 
the resources available to her (and everything she learns at GYC) for the sole pur-
pose of making sure that everyone around the world, and future generations, can 
be born into a place where they are not vulnerable to exploitation or oppression 
but rather embraced with freedom and opportunities.
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Sarah Hussain (NYC)
Sarah Hussain is a sophomore at Macaulay Honors College and Queens College. 
Sarah is currently pursuing a degree in Political Science with a track in In-
ternational Relations and is working to design her own minor focusing on human 
rights. Sarah is very passionate about volunteer work and most recently she was 
on the committee for West Islip Relay for Life associated with the American Can-
cer Society and a member of the Thirst Project to help ensure less economically 
developed countries have access to clean drinking water. Sarah interned at the 
New York State Division of Human Rights this summer where she was able to 
work first hand with complainants that felt they were discriminated against in em-
ployment. Sarah has a particular interest in combating poverty and malnourish-
ment locally as well as internationally. She is also interested in ensuring food and 
water security on a local and global scale as well as striving for peaceful co-exis-
tence politically. She is very excited about participating in this program and listen-
ing to various perspectives on human rights topics. Sarah is eager to explore the 
ways in which she can be most effective in achieving her goals of preventing hu-
man rights violations across the globe. 

Travis Stevens (NYC)
Travis was born in Brooklyn, New York, but has lived in different cities and states, 
“never really getting too comfortable in one place because I knew it would be 
temporary.”  He is a volunteer with CASES, whose mission is to help youth that 
have had past convictions try to make a better life, and he also is an intern with 
Theatre of the Oppressed NYC (TONYC), which helps communities in NYC solve 
challenges through forum theatre. Travis is the oldest of three boys being raised by 
a single mother. As a young man, “I didn't understand how hard my mother was 
working to keep a roof over our heads,” said Travis, “and I started to rebel. I ended 
up getting in some trouble with the law and became incarcerated for eight months. 
While incarcerated I noticed that I wasn't the only poverty stricken kid who con-
verted to crime to try to make a better living, I also discovered my passion for writ-
ing.” Through CASES, Travis has recently been blogging for Theatre of the Op-
pressed NYC (TONYC). Travis is excited to join this program because, in his own 
words, “It will help me better understand the issues going on around the world, 
and it will also show me ways that I can make change and become a leader in my 
community”.



STAFF BIOGRAPHIES 

Jesse Hawkes (GYC’s Executive Director) 
Jesse is a social activist, professional actor/singer, theatre director, writer, re-
searcher, and youth development programmer. Jesse has served as GYC's Execu-
tive Director since 2009, and has also been GYC's Rwanda Program director since 
2007, organizing over 15 human rights learning and action youth summits in collab-
oration with local Rwandan partner organizations. It was in a musical about chil-
dren’s fears of war, when he was 8 years old he was 8 years old, that Jesse was first 
introduced to the concept of human rights. The production led him to sing for chil-
dren’s rights (for life and peace) in Vermont, USA, Europe, even the USSR. After re-
ceiving his BA in History from Harvard University in 1999, Jesse continued his per-
formance career based out of NYC for two years and soon began to pursue a life-
long dream of contributing to community development through theatre projects in 
other parts of the world, starting in Haiti and then South Africa. Jesse lived and 
worked in Kigali, Rwanda for six years, where he co-founded Rwandans Allied for 
Peace and Progress (RAPP). With RAPP, Jesse created RAPSIDA, an HIV prevention 
program for over sixty Rwandan high schools and communities, utilizing a combina-
tion of innovative theatre methods, peer education, and outreach activities. He has 
written radio mini-series, directed five short films, and written films for social 
change. Jesse has performed in over forty plays, ranging from Shakespeare to mu-
sicals and opera, working with companies such as the National Shakespeare Com-
pany, the Williamstown Theatre Festival, the American Repertory Theatre, and the 
Living Theatre. He also performed at the 10th memorial service of the 1994 Rwan-
dan Genocide at Amahoro Stadium, in Kigali, in collaboration with Mashirika Per-
forming Arts and the Ministry of Education, Sports, and Culture. In 2009, Jesse re-
located to NYC, where he is thrilled to be running Global Youth Connect, expanding 
GYC’s work to include the Human Rights in the USA Program.
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