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Kerim (left) speaks with a few members of  the delegation about his life as part of  the Krajinska Suza service network. Meda Kasic Hevluda, Director of  KS, visits 
Kerim and his wife, Sada, weekly to counsel the couple and provide health services for their conditions.  Members of  the delegation visited their home and spent time 
with many other members of  the Sanski Most community still affected by the war. 
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The country’s history is extraordi
narily complex, and the current situa
tion is equally complicated.  The rea
sons behind the war of the 90s which 
tore the country apart have been inac
curately judged, and the promulgation 
of these assumptions, both during the 
war and after, has led to an inability 
to properly resolve the conflict or to 
address the continuing infrastructural 
and cultural difficulties that have aris
en from it.

In its history, Bosnia has had many 
names and been under the leadership 
of many powerful empires.  The re
gion has passed under the control of 
the Roman Empire, the South Slavs, 
the Ottoman Empire, and the Austro-
Hungarian Empire, only to become 
the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia 
after World War I, but be occupied 
once again by Nazi-controlled Croatia 
during World War II.  Despite all the 
transitions of power that took place in 
the region, it continued to be a fairly 
peaceful, multi-ethnic, and multi-reli

ABOUT GLOBAL YOUTH CONNECT
Global Youth Connect (GYC) is an or

ganization that provides youth (ages 14-35) a 
chance to expand their world view and start 
to act in favor of human rights by engaging in 
experiential learning in countries around the 
world that have a history of conflict and hu
man rights transgressions, including even the 
USA. Past programs have run in Cambodia, 
El Salvador, Guatemala, Rwanda, Venezuela, 
Bosnia, and GYC is planning a 2012 program 
in New York City. The visiting del egates are 
not the only ones who feel empowered by 

the programming; local, host youth are also 
able to experience such inspiration through 
the GYC delegate-youth workshops and 
volunteering. The work GYC does is vitally 
important in the macroview of human rights 
and international relations, in large part 
because GYC’s programs have a profound 
personal effect on all those future and cur
rent leaders who participate.

A BRIEF BACKGROUND ON BOSNIA
gious society until World War I.

Emerging South Slavic nationalism 
led, in 1914, to the assassination of 
Archduke Franz Ferdinand by a young 
Serbian nationalist in the city of Saraje
vo (now the capital).  As the trigger of 
World War I, this action would remain 
the most famous episode of violence 
caused by nationalistic fervor. Unfortu
nately, that single act of violence was 
followed years later by further blood
shed in the same city as part of the war 
which tore Bosnia apart from 1992 to 
1995.

The Federal Republic of Yugosla
via, which had regained control of this 
Eastern European region after the end 
of World War II, began to dissolve in 
the late 1980s, when Serb nationalist 
Slobodan Milosevic’s rise to power cul
minated in his appointment as the Ser
bian President.  When Serbia declared 
independence, they hoped to main
tain control of the other federations of 
Yugoslavia, including Bosnia.  Yet they 

quickly discovered that these federa
tions also wanted independence, and 
while other regions were able to break 
away with no or relatively minor con
flicts, Bosnia was so significantly di
vided by Serbian nationalists and sup
porters of Bosnian independence, that 
their referendum on independence in
stead spurred a long and bloody war.

The Bosnian War, which lasted 
from April 1992 to December 1995, 
resulted in the displacement of a 
huge portion of the population and 
the deaths of some 100-250,000 oth
ers.  Estimates of how many were dis
placed or killed still vary fifteen years 
later, as hundreds of missing persons 
remain missing and mass graves con
tinue to be discovered.  Sarajevo was 
once again a site of bloody conflict—it 
was under siege for the entirety of the 
war.  Other areas became sites of eth
nic cleansing or concentration camps: 
100s of war crimes cases for Bosnian 
and international courts have resulted 
from the actions that took place dur

ing this period.   The war was additionally 
complicated by the fact that it was not 
a two-party conflict; instead, many fac
tions played a part to the violence.  With
in Bosnia there were Serb nationalists, 
Bosniaks (Bosnian Muslims), and Croats 
(who eventually threw their lot in with 
the Bosniaks); additionally, Serbia and 
Croatia sent personnel and weaponry to 
those they supported within the coun
try. Eventually, the international com
munity (from organizations like NATO to 
countries like the US and France) would 
also become involved.  After over three 
years of bloody war, many human rights 
crimes, mistakes, and injustices (by all 
sides) the war was finally concluded by 
the Dayton Peace Accords.

The international community, search
ing to explain the war (and, initially, why 
they should not get involved), claimed 
the ethnic divisions were based on 
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Week 2- Sanski Most (CIM, Krajinska Suza, Orphanage), Banja Luka (Helsinski Citi-
zens Assembly)

Week 3- Sarajevo (Mennonite Central Committee, War Crimes Tribunal, United Na-
tions Development Program, UNICEF, United States Embassy), Srebrenica 

Week 1-  Sarajevo (American Corner, Small Steps, Office of  High Representative), 
Sanski Most (CIM, Krajinska Suza, Orphanage)
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the ethnic divisions were based 
on ancient hatreds, or that the 
war was over religion (Bosnian 
Serbs tended to be Christian 
Orthodox, Bosnian Croats Ro-
man Catholics, and Bosniaks 
Muslim) but neither of these 
explanations were true.  These 
groups of people had gotten 
along quite amicably through-
out most of their history; al-
though the war did have eth-
nic/nationalist roots, there is 
no evidence to suggest that 
these were based in any sort 
of ancient hatred between the 
ethnicities.  Similarly, although 
the ethnic groups did tend to 
fall into individual religious cat-
egories, there were exceptions 

in every ethnicity; furthermore, 
these religions had been pres-
ent for centuries without caus-
ing conflict or hatred.  Nonethe-
less, these theories persisted 
and shaped the actions of the 
international community, the 
structure of the Peace Accords, 
and their aftereffects.

Today, fifteen years after the 
Dayton Peace Accords ended 
the war, conflict still rages in 
the cultural psyche of the coun-
try.  Although outright violence 
has, for the most part, come 
to an end, the brutal war has 
turned a once peacefully multi-
ethnic society into a segregated 
country full of hate, fear, suspi-

cion and pain.  But, for some in 
the country, a desire to return 
to peace and acceptance still 
abounds.  It is for these people 
that GYC brings delegations 
to Bosnia.  Our trip consisted 
of meeting after meeting of 
people filled with hope and op-
timism for the future of their 
country; and although many 
understood the disheartening 
state of affairs the country is 
currently in (segregated poli-
tics, regions and schools, a slow 
and dysfunctional bureaucracy 
complicated by the continuing 
presence of the international 
community, and a practically 
nonexistent  civil society. 

SARAJEVO

Delegates arrived and were picked up by Miki 
Jačević or Vahidin Osmančević, program direc-
tors, at Butmir Airport in Sarajevo throughout 
the day on Wednesday.  That night, we met for 
the first time in person at a local restaurant in 
the heart of Sarajevo’s Old Town.  There, as most 
of us got our first samples of local Bosnian food, 
we got to know the people who would become 
our closest companions for the next three weeks.  
After a filling dinner, we returned to our nearby 
hostel, the place that would become one of our 
second homes during the course of our trip.

The following morning we all met again for 
our orientation, which took place at the Ameri-
can Corner in Sarajevo.  The American Corner 
is an organization which allows members (local 
Americans or Bosnians) to use its resources, such 
as computers with internet, a TV and DVDs, and 
a small but surprisingly diverse library of English-
text books.  The manager of the American Cor-
ner also talked about another organization she’s 
a part of, called Small Steps, which tries to pro-
mote interfaith dialogue in Bosnia and show that 
people of different religions can still get along, an 
idea which Bosnians once embraced, which was 

shattered during the painful experiences of the 
war.

Our orientation consisted of getting to know 
each other further, discussing what we expect-
ed from and hoped for this trip, going over a 
more detailed itinerary for our trip, and trying 
to put together a timeline of Bosnian history in 
small groups.  We also watched a video about 
the difficulties of trying to get people from op-
posite sides of the war to sit down together and 
talk about what happened: so many people are 
still distrustful of those that hurt them, and the 
pain, on both sides, runs deep.

That afternoon, we met with the Deputy 
High Representative of the Office of the High 
Representative (OHR), Raffi Gregorian.  Mr. Gre-
gorian is the highest-ranked American in the 
international part of the Bosnian government 
and in charge of the internationally supervised 
district of Brčko.  He was incredibly friendly and 
honest about the situation facing Bosnia today 
and provided us with a fascinating first meeting 
to our trip, setting the bar quite high.

Our day in Sarajevo concluded with a par-
tial tour of the city.  What struck me the most 
during the tour was how many places in the 
city had a view of the surrounding hills.  While 
this made for a beautiful setting, it is one with 
a sad history—during the 3½ year siege of Sa-
rajevo, snipers established themselves on the 
hills around the city, and made almost every in-
tersection a site of fear and death.  Until one is 
in the city and sees how deep the line of sight 
from the hills penetrates into Sarajevo, it is dif-
ficult to truly grasp how devastating and terri-
fying a time that must have been for the city’s 
residents.

Members of  the Delegation Maria Skouras, Zaib Rasool and Assistant Director Julia Dowling pass a woman while 
walking to the next meeting after the delegation visit to the Bosnian War Crimes Tribunal Courts whose borders are 
contained by the rusted fence on the left. What is now the Court and holding cells for the endicted defendants was 
once the Yugoslavian Army’s barracks.

Photo by Heidi Hullinger

Delagates stand around a “Rose of  War,” mortar shell 
hits filled with red cement in Sarajevo. 

Photo by Heidi Hullinger



w w w . h c m e d i a o n l i n e . o r g
W

EE
K

 1
SANSKI MOST PEACEBUILDING WORKSHOPS

A major mission of the Bosnian Youth Delegation is 
to familiarize participants with peacebuilding and rec-
onciliation processes in the country. The first couple 
of days in  the Central Bosnian town of Sanski Most 
is a three day workshop with local Bosnian students 
and Vihidan Omenovic, the Director of the Center for 
Peacebuilding. 

The workshop was a mixture of intense emotional 
exploration of personal experiences and beliefs with 
many interruptions of fun and laughter. All the while, 
everyone gets to know each other very well while get-
ting to know themselves. Miki and Vihidan lead the 
group in many lectures about process of reconcilation 
from a theoretical stand point. Also, Vihidan leads the 
group through exercises that put the material learned 
during lecture into action. 

The diagram shows the inner circle of  revenge and its stages 
as it connects with the outer circle of  reconciliation. Typically 
the circle connects between Anger and Denial with Accepting 
Loss and Mourning, but it can also connect near story telling. 
This diagram shows the steps of  the reconciliatory process 
for any conflict. 

The Cycles of Revenge and Reconciliation

Photos:
Top: The group watches as Vinny discusses the common stereo-
types of  his Brazilian nationality and reacts in laughter. 
Middle: Miki Jacevic, Program Director, explains structural vio-
lence to American and Bosnian students during the workshop.
Bottom: Bosnian students listen to discussion during their presen-
tation of  the stereotypes associated with Bosnian nationali identity.

The cycles of revenge and reconciliation diagram 
on the left is one of the many processes studied as a 
group to understand reconciliation and peacebuilding 
practices. Once we went over the steps in each cycle, 
everyone in the group was given the opportunity to 
share with each other a personal conflict they were 
going through or have experienced and to place them-
selves on the diagram.

This exercise was an realistic introduction into how 
emotional and personal reconciliation can be. These 
processes are helpful because they give a name to the 
emotions all of us may feel at times and the steps of 
conflict.

There were many more diagrams and tools shown 
to assess the progress of reconciliation and to under-
stand the importance of the peacebuilding process in 
international terms. To improve the delegation’s un-
derstanding of reconciliation and peacebuilding, the 
workshop sessions were supplemented with many 
films and readings that highlighted conflict and recon-
ciliatory processes all over the word. 

Photos by Heidi Hullinger
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The second part of our time in Sanski Most was dedicated to seeing how local NGOs are run in the more rural areas of the country, 
and the difficulties they face in doing their jobs.  Our delegation split into four teams during this part of the trip: one group worked 
with GYC’s partner organization, the Center for Peacebuilding (Centar Za Izgradnju Mira, in Bosnian); another worked with Krajina Tear, 
a women’s clinic; the third with a local war orphanage; and the last as the documentation team.

SANSKI MOST

The Center for Peacebuilding (CIM)

Krajina Tear aims to improve the living 
conditions of women, children and the elderly 
regardless of their national, racial, or political 
identity.  They have been actively promoting 
women’s and children’s rights and providing 
direct services for over ten years.  This team 
had the opportunity to go with the Krajina Tear 
staff to a home visit, as well as spend time with 
a group of women who gather at Krajina Tear 
every week.  They also looked into possible 
grants that would help Krajina Tear to pay for 
the medicines they administer.

The Center for Peacebuilding 
(CIM) is a non-political, non-
governmental organization that 
promotes peacebuilding and 
violence prevention.  CIM actively 
promotes an understanding of 
human rights issues, teach non-
violent communication and dialogue 
as tools for conflict transformation, 
and support a better understanding 
of cross-cultural, interreligious, 
and interethnic differences.  To 

accomplish these goals, CIM staff 
conducts workshops, seminars, 
and meetings that encourage 
active listening, open dialogue 
and tolerance, as well as Peace 
Camps that explore the themes of 
non-violent communication, the 
causes of conflict, and forgiveness 
and reconciliation.  Members of 
this team focused on researching 
and writing grants to help 
fundraise for CIM.

Krajina Tear (Krajinska Suza)
The team that worked at the orphanage 

spent their days with the kids who live there.  
Sadly, these kids do not have many visitors, 
so the yearly visits by GYC delegates are 
looked forward to and very special.

Orphanage

The members of the documentation 
team spent some of their time traveling with 
the other teams and the rest of their time 
researching the organizations our delegation 
would be meeting with in the next weeks.

When not at our fieldwork, the delegation 
members spent time watching movies set 
during the Bosnian War, or documentaries 
about the war and its aftereffects.  Additionally, 
one morning was spent at the Research and 
Documentation Center in Sanski Most.  The 
Center excavates mass graves and exhumes 
the remains, piecing together and identifying 
individual victims and contacting their surviving 
family members.  Survivors from all over the 
country have submitted DNA samples, hoping 
that one day their missing loved one will be 
found and identified.  The visit was sobering: 

Documentation Team rows of body bags were filled with identified 
bones; piles of bones still needing to be identified 
sat neatly in trays across the warehouse; and one 
wall was lined with photographs of the victims 
still missing.  Despite the sense of scientific 
detachment which necessarily accompanied 
the Center’s work, it was impossible not to be 
moved by the sight of infant and adult bones, 
side by side, or the photographs of the missing, 
smiling happily in their daily life..  

On a happier note, we also had the unique 
opportunity to watch a rehearsal of a local 
Bosnian folk dance group—who even taught 
us some of the simpler steps!—and, on our last 
night in Sanski Most, visit a local village, the 
home of one of our program directors, where 
we visited a cave, had a delicious home-cooked 
dinner, and hiked to a beautiful vista of rolling 
hills and a flowing river.
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SANSKI MOST: from the Bosnian Perspective

Laylah Alagic
I liked the program with the 

delegation from USA because it 
was new expirience for all of us. 
We did a lot of workshops with 
them about peace building, 
stereotypes, and problems.

I’m pleased that I could 
participate in the program 
because I’m now more informed 
about the stereotypes that 
people had about Bosniaks. 
I like that we shared some of 
our problems each other. I’m 
pleased to see that there are 
many young and smart people 
that are interested in our 

culture, history, politics and 
problems. We also learned a lot 
from them, and their situations, 
that was interesting too.

I’m very glad that we have 
a program like CIM because 
with CIM we can now help the 
people that need help, doing 
volunteer work. In CIM we are 
also learning how to become 
workshop trainers so we can 
lead workshops with different 
groups of people to build peace. 
CIM also does gives us ideas 
how to solve our problems so 
we can get visions how we could 

contribute to build peace in 
our region and in the world.

It is a great op-
portunity to get 
to know other 
cultures, to meet 
different people 
and to make new 
friendships.

The other side is building peace, listening 
about war in Bosnia, problems in USA and BiH, try 
to get some good idea how to change some stuff 
and how to make this world better!

I have  good memories about the delegation’s 
visit and I’d love to see everyone again.

Arnel Fox 
Terzic

Bosnian high school students what participated in CIM’s workshops participate in an excercise on stereotypes. The many 
nationalies represented in the room included Bosniaks, Brazilian, Pakistani, and American and Bosnian-American. 
The Bosnian’s explain their poster on the stereotypes and prejudices they encounter from other people.  

Warm-up activities al-
ways included elements 
of team-work and social-
izing. 

In the upper-left photo, 
the workshop par-
ticipants each chose an 
action to represent them 
and the rest of the circle 
replicated that action and 
added their own unique 
move. By the end of the 
activity we all recognized 
eachother personality 
and sense of humor and 
fun.  

The photo above is of del-
egates and CIM students 
working together to move 
in unison without breaking 

their connection. It requires 
a lot of communication and 
cooperation.
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We returned to Sarajevo from Banja Luka and 
were surprised by how familiar the city already 
felt.  Sarajevo is the capital of all of Bosnia, and 
sits in the Federation, right next to the inter-enti-
ty line.  A large and historically very multi-ethnic 
city, Sarajevo’s various neighborhoods and quar-
ters sneak through the valley along the river, nes-
tled down amongst the mountains.   

During the war, Serb forces perched on the 
hills kept the city under siege for three years; 
now, remnants of that constant attack remain in 
bullet holes and shell craters, pockmarked daily 
reminders of the war.  But people are resilient, 
and amazing things are being done in Sarajevo, 
despite the myriad of challenges it faces.  

Our time in Sarajevo was spent primarily 
meeting with a variety of organizations, learning 
more about their work in Bosnia.  Every day we 
seemed to encounter the “Who’s Who” of Bosnia 
and Herzegovina, thanks to our program direc-
tor’s amazing networking skills, and the meetings 
were inspirational.  Below is the brief list of daily 
meetings.

BANJA LUKA
After Sanski Most, we traveled across the entity border to Banja Luka, 

capital of the Republika Srpska.  At Dayton, Bosnia was divided into two enti-
ties and one internationally-administered district (Brcko).  This trip into the 
RS was the first time for our delegation, and the differences between the RS 
and the Federation became quickly apparent as we spent time there.  Un-
like the complicated bureaucratic system of cantons in the Federation, the 
Republika Srpska’s government is centralized: municipalities report to the 
entity, which reports to the national government.  This bureaucratic setup is 
arguably more efficient than that of the Federation, but the entity still faces 
Its share of political, economic, and social problems.  

As we met with representatives from a variety of organizations during 
our stay in Banja Luka, a number of themes became apparent.  Many of the 
organizations we met with focused on education.  Especially notable among 
them was the Genesis Project, an NGO which works in primary schools pre-
senting creative workshops on reconciliation and peacebuilding, tolerance 
and diversity, and mine avoidance and removal.  Our meeting with them 
included snippets of the puppet presentations they put on in schools: col-
orful, goofy sponge characters seem able to teach children lessons that no 
other medium can impart with such grace and good humor.  Yet the work 
of the Genesis Project and all other organizations focused on education 
reform is still hindered by the segregated school system—in many places, 
children from various ethnic and religious backgrounds attend school under 
the same roof but never interact.  Such division—coupled with a failure to 
implement a consistent national curriculum and teach a common histori-
cal narrative—threatens to continue the legacy of ethnic division that has 
plagued Bosnia’s past.

One other noteworthy meeting from Banja Luka was our brief chat over 
coffee with Radmila Karlaš.  As journalist-turned-novelist who now has au-
thored two bestselling books about Bosnia, Radmila’s impact on culture, 
literature, and people around the world is immense.  Her books are hard-

hitting; she doesn’t apologize for the difficulty of the truth she exposes.  
But as she explained to us, only when people confront the truth of the 
past—no matter how ugly—can individuals (and all of Bosnia) move for-
ward.  Though that road will be long, she is optimistic about the future: in 
her words, “You can’t expect, only one person, to change the world.  But 
we have to try.”

SARAJEVO
Needless to say, it was an informative, excit-

ing, and challenging week.  Many times we were 
presented with people of great expertise and ex-
perience doing excellent work.  Over and over, we 
were faced with the increasingly-complicated net 
of problems that challenges Bosnia’s development 
and accession to the European Union: virulent 
ethnic political elites and social divisions, econom-
ic problems due to a lack of jobs and withering 
international investment and aid, convoluted bu-
reaucratic structures still based on the 1995 peace 
accord in Dayton, a segregated and inadequate 
education system, and (overwhelming, some-
times), the still-very-real wounds from the war.

Day one:          
Mennonite Central Committee , War Crimes 
Tribunal, and Federal Court of Bosnia and Herze-
govina                            

 Day two:             

United Nations Development Program (UNDP), 

United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) , 
National Gender Agency, and Žene Ženama  

Day three:       
United States Embassy meetings with the 
Deputy Chief of Mission and representatives 
of the Public Diplomacy office’s branches of 
Culture & Education and Media Information, 
the Research and Documentation Center, and 
Nasa Stranka (“Our Party,” a new national 
political party, dedicated to non-ethnically-
partisan politics and advancement of human 
rights)

Day four:  Bosnia and Herzegovina Ministry 
of Defense , the Jewish community in Sara-
jevo, and representatives from the Organiza-
tion for Security and Cooperation in Europe 
(OSCE) on Roma and other minority rights and 
education reform 

Photos by Heidi Hullinger



W
ee

k 
3

There seems to be no appropriate way to 
describe Srebrenica other than through per-
sonal reflection.  Below is an excerpt from Kelly 
Larsen’s journal:

Srebrenica’s memorial to the massacre of fifteen 
years ago stretches so far that it becomes un-
real.  At first, the endless rows of white tomb-
stones reminded me of pictures I’ve seen of 
Arlington National Cemetery.  But then we got 
closer and saw the coffins—775 of them, green 
plastic-covered caskets, carried in on men’s 
shoulders and lined up neatly in long lines.  We 
were there for the last 300 coffins or so (oh dear 
God, 300 coffins), just watching.  People stretch 
out their hands to touch them as they pass, 
but the men in green shirts handle them deftly, 
smoothly and quickly setting them in order.  
There was one young boy carrying coffins who 
looked about 16.  (What sort of world is this, 
where a 16-year-old carries hundreds of coffins?)  

To be so close to so much grief is troubling.  
(That word is so callously inadequate.)  This is 
not about me at all; I simply found myself swept 
away in the grief all around me.  This is the 
world’s sorrow.

Our conversations were quickly silenced when 
we approached the caskets.  There we saw 
people grieving: women weeping silently, strok-
ing the green plastic cover gently, caressing with 
worn fingers the beloved face, hair, hands they 
still see in their minds’ eye.  Families gathered 
to approach specific caskets, each of them ap-

Of course, our time in Sarajevo 
wasn’t limited to meetings.  The 
city begs to be explored, the food 
is great (and cheap!), and the 
people are fantastic; we spent a 
lot of our free time eating ćevapi 
and watching the World Cup at 
the countless outdoor cafés which 
fill the streets.  Our hostel, located 
conveniently in the Old City, was a 
short walk away from almost any 
activity imaginable, so we quickly 
became acquainted with the life 
of the city.  But after a week of 
learning and loving Sarajevo, we 
traveled to one of the experiences 
which had become a focal point 
for the trip: Srebrenica.

SREBRENICA

prehensive, faces crumpling one by one as they 
remembered and relived their last memories 
with their brother, son, father, husband.  Men 
crouched and wept, faces hidden in their hands.  
One woman saw the name on a casket and went 
into shock, convulsing.  Others began to wail, 
their cries hauntingly penetrating the air.  Tomor-
row the grief will be amplified a thousandfold, 
and still not everyone who died is represented.  
It’s supposed to rain tomorrow.  Heaven should 
weep for Srebrenica….

We awoke early to walk down the one main 
road in Potocari, the village just down the valley 

from Srebrenica.  Potocari is where most of the 
killing took place.  Beginning on about the 11th 
of July, 1995, the RS army (Bosnian Serbs led by 
Mladic, who remains free to this day!) attacked.  
They took a few UN hostages and threatened to 
kill them unless the Dutch UN soldiers stationed 
there gave up the supposedly-protected enclave.  
They did.  They let the Serb soldiers separate the 
men from the women and children, and shipped 
the women and children off to Tuzla in buses.  
Some men took the road our hostess lived on and 
walked towards Tuzla—many were killed along 
the way, but a large number did survive and 
finally made it there.  But for the majority of the 
men, who stayed closer to where they thought 
they’d be protected (the UN headquarters, now 
taken over by Serb soldiers), the next few days 
were hellish—executions of over 8000 people: 
the worst genocide on European soil since the 
Holocaust.  Many of the bodies were moved to 
secondary graves to hide the evidence.

Today was the largest memorial service—the 
fifteenth anniversary—since the 1995 genocide.  
The town, which is normally practically aban-
doned, swelled to bursting: this morning, 70,000 
people filled the street and the entire memorial 
site and cemetery.  It was like the crowd at a 
terribly morbid rock concert.  Foreign dignitaries 
from all over the world came rolling in with their 
sleek cars and security guards; buses full of peo-
ple from all over Europe arrived; groups of hikers 
who had followed the route from Tuzla marched 
in, chanting and waving flags.  It was beautiful to 

Photo by Heidi Hullinger
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The Olympics were the height of  Bosnian pride after the games in the late 1980s.  Now the walls that line the 
complex are covered with street grafiti and enormous pieces of  art like the girl shown above. 

Men carry in the last of  775 coffins for the memorial cer-
emony the next day. 
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reaction was mixed.  Where 
is the media attention, 
where is the rest of the 
world, on July 12th?  In the 
middle of the winter, when 
it is cold and the graves are 
covered in snow?  (I know 
I also write as one of those 
foreigners who comes and 
leaves, but still! It’s a ques-
tion that must be asked.)  A 
bunch of diplomats gave 
speeches commemorating 
the occasion, and promised 
“never again,” and though 
I know that rhetoric is im-
portant, I couldn’t help but 
think… where is your sup-
port on the days there are 
no TV crews in Srebrenica?  
And where were you fifteen 
years ago, with the prom-
ises of “never again” still 

ringing in our ears from the 
Holocaust, when the inter-
national community could 
have intervened earlier and 
didn’t?  

The day was hard.  The 
never-ending line of green 
caskets, borne on backs 
up the hills to already-dug 
graves—like rafts floating 
in an endless line on a sea 
of heads and hands.  Tears 
and wails.  Hands upturned 
in prayer.  The endless drone 
of victims’ names, lasting 
for more than an hour.  Even 
worse, the terrible silence 
when they stopped.  The 
lone cross on a grave of 
a Dutch soldier—to me it 
seemed so terrifyingly and 
tragically inadequate, the 

single defender of the 
victims.  I know there were 
more, but their numbers 
still were far too few.  Why 
haven’t we learned?  Will 
we ever learn?                    

Lament.  Songs of lament.  
They will speak to me now 
of hot sun in Bosnia, beat-
ing down on thousands 
upon thousands of mourn-
ers, upon the grieving 
mothers and lonely wid-
ows, upon the impossibly-
beautiful mountains and 
the impossibly-long line of 
cars and buses belching ex-
haust and heat as mourn-
ers travel back home, all 
across Europe.  May we 
truly never forget.

We returned to Sarajevo 
late Sunday night, and spent 
our last full day in Bosnia 
debriefing, exploring, and 
saying our goodbyes to the 
places and people which 
had become dear to us.  
Looking back on our time in 
Bosnia, I am hopeful.  The 
resilience and resolve of the 
Bosnians we met, and the 
good work being done by 
so many organizations and 
individuals, does leave me 
hopeful that—despite the 
obstacles—Bosnia and Her-
zegovina will continue on 
the path to justice, recon-
ciliation, and development.  
And regardless of whether 
or not the participants in 
this delegation return to 
Bosnia specifically, the les-
sons learned in this beauti-
ful country will certainly 
influence our civic engage-
ment wherever we are.

SARAJEVO and DEPARTURE
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A new mosque stands at the center of  Srebrenica 
replacing the previous town mosque that was de-
stroyed during the war. 
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Kevin Martin

Erika is a senior at the University 
of California, Irvine, where she is 
studying international relations 
with an emphasis on Europe.  
Over the course of her studies, 
she has developed interests in 

Ilma Zejnelovic

Erika Dains
international politics, law and 
justice, as well as the impact of 
individuals on global events.  She 
thoroughly believes in the benefits 
of cross-cultural communication 
and has a strong interest in learning 
languages; to that end, she has 
studied Spanish and French and 
hopes to become proficient in 
both, in addition to several other 
languages.  Erika is currently 
working on her honors thesis on 
the possible role of microfinance 
in poverty alleviation. Although 
she has no definite career goals 
as of now, she knows she wants to 
work somewhere that allows her to 
interact with individuals around the 

world and hopefully to do her part 
in improving the lives of others.

in our culture, history ,politics 
and problems that we have. We also 
did learn a lot from them, and their 
situations, that was interesting too.

I’m very glad that we have a 
program like CIM because with 
CIM we can now help the people 
that need help, doing volunteer 
work. In CIM we are also learning 
how to become workshop trainers 
so we can lead the workshops 
with different groups of people to 
build peace. CIM also does gives us 
ideas how to solve our problems so 
we can get visions how we could 
contribute to build peace in our 
region and in the world.

Kelly Larsen

Kelly Larsen is a junior 
studying international relations, 
journalism, and Spanish at 
Calvin College in Grand Rapids, 
Michigan.  Her heart is in 
conflict resolution and ethnic 
reconciliation, particularly in 
countries that have experienced 
war, and most particularly in post-
Communism Eastern Europe.  
She is particularly interested 
in how faith communities 
shape individuals and political 
systems.  After the Bosnia 
delegation, she will be spending 
a semester studying community 
development and environmental 
stewardship in Romania.

Ilma Zejnelovic was born 
on February 10th, 1989 in Bar, 
Montenegro and she is ethnically 
Bosnian and Turkish. Her family 
left war-torn Bosnia in 1992 and 
she has since lived in Croatia, 
Germany and finally the United 
States. She came to the states at 
the age of 11. Ilma is currently a 
Junior at Emory University as an 
International Studies major and 
an Arabic minor. Ilma is fluent in 

I am a third year undergraduate 
student at the University of 
Texas at Austin majoring in 
Government, History, and the 
Humanities program. Humanities 
is an interdisciplinary honors 
program by which students flexibly 
design their own degree plans 
focused on a topic that eventually 
incorporates a senior thesis. My 
proposed thesis deals directly 
with the origins and recovery from 
genocide and conflict. In addition, I 
am also in the Bridging Disciplines 
Program, which incorporates 
an interdisciplinary curriculum 
around issues of international 
studies and international conflict. 
Consequently, my workload 
deals almost exclusively with 
the issues that we will confront 
during our time in Bosnia, which I 
hope will widen my perspectives 
and compliment my growth as 
a student, an activist, and most 
importantly, as a person.

Bosnian, German and English and 
conversational in Arabic. She hopes 
to graduate in the Fall of 2010.

Melanie Dominski

     I graduated from Saint Louis University 
in May 2009 with an honors degree in Po-
litical Science, International Studies and 
Spanish.  I went straight into graduate 
school at The Elliott School of Interna-
tional Affairs, George Washington Univer-
sity.  I am currently in my second semes-
ter of four semesters at The Elliot School.  
I am working towards receiving a MA in 
International Affairs with concentrations 
in Security and Development and Europe 
and Eurasia.  My undergraduate studies 

focused on the post-Soviet space, 
concentrating mostly on Soviet and 
post-Soviet Russia and Ukraine.  My 
current studies also focus primarily 
on Russia and Ukraine, but include 
the rest of the post-Soviet space as 
well.  I am enthralled with the post-
Soviet space.  I really enjoy reading 
on and studying the topic.  There is 
so much to learn!
      I also presently work as an ad-
vocacy intern with Freedom House.  
Freedom House is a nonprofit, non-
partisan NGO that promotes democ-
racy and human rights around the 
world.  As an advocacy intern I work 
primarily with human rights activists, 
Congress and the media.  I am really 
enjoying my experience at Freedom 
House and will likely remain an intern 
there until I graduate in May 2011.
      My ultimate goal is to combine 

my passion for human rights and 
my interest in the post-Soviet 
space.  I would really like to work 
in the field of human rights in the 
post-Soviet space either in the US 
or abroad.  I would also like to get 
a human rights law degree from an 
institution in Europe, most likely in 
the Netherlands.  I am planning on 
working for a couple of years after 
I receive my MA and then going 
on to obtain a human rights law 
degree. 
     Other than studying politics and 
human rights issues in the post-
Soviet space, my passions include 
reading and travelling.  I like many 
things in life, but few as much as 
these two pastimes.  I love, love, 
love Russian literature and I try 
(and usually do) travel internation-
ally annually. 
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Heidi Hullinger

Vinicius Lindoso is a freshman at 
Yale University majoring in Political 
Science, with an intended double 
major in International Studies. Of 

Allie Bollella

Vincinius Lindoso
Brazilian nationality, he attended 
high school at the American 
School of Recife before leaving 
to the United States to pursue his 
college education. In college, he 
has actively participated in the Yale 
International Relations Association, 
organizing Model UN conferences 
and traveling to Honduras to 
study the 2009 General elections 
in the context of the country’s 
political crisis. Last semester he 
co-ran a Model UN committee 
on the International Court of 
Justice on the issue of Kosovo, 
which renewed his interest in the 
Balkans. His other extracurricular 

activities include tutoring English 
as a second language to immigrants 
settling around New Haven, CT; 
writing for the Yale Globalist; 
running a crisis-committee on the 
Honduran Constitutional Crisis 
for the 2010 Yale College Model 
UN conference; and working on 
YIRA’s Speakers Committee to host 
talks and lectures with recognized 
world scholars and professionals 
on campus. His future plans lie in 
the realm of diplomacy, particularly 
the area of conflict-resolution, 
which he plans to specialize on in 
graduate school before pursuing a 
career in the United Nations.  Eric Doornbos

Calvin College, in Grand 
Rapids, Michigan, is my current 
academic home.   I am a double 
major in both international 
relations and history.  I have 
traveled to a number of 
destinations for both pleasure 
and study including forty-eight 
of the fifty states, Canada, 
Mexico, most of Western 
Europe, England, Northern 
Ireland, Ireland, Norway, 
Iceland, Japan, Vietnam, and 
Cambodia.   Perhaps my favorite 
of these locations is Vietnam 
as my month long course there 
enabled me to go beyond the 
history books in understanding 
American involvement in 
the Vietnam War and the 
Vietnamese culture. 

My career aspirations 
involve graduate school in 
the area of international 
relations.  I anticipate pursuing 
a PhD that will allow me to 
explore the interrelationships 
of international politics, 
economics, security, and human 
rights.  I hope to secure an 
academic position following 
graduate school.

My recreational interests 
center on distance running.  I 
am a member of Calvin’s cross 
country and track teams.   I 
also enjoy back packing, rock 
climbing, cooking, and short 
wave radio listening.

Originally, I was born in Chapel Hill, 
North Carolina and went to a small private 
Quaker school nearby. By fifth grade, my 
family started moving around a lot, and I 
found myself living in Grenoble, France 
for the better part of middle school. It 
was quite an interesting experience since 
it was my first time leaving the country. I 
learned and traveled a lot; it was honestly 
the experience of a lifetime. I came back 
to the states for high school and went to 

Heidi Hullinger is a journalism, 
political science and history student 
at Hastings College in Hastings, 
Nebraska. Fluent in French and 
working on Serbia, she has spent 
time in France, Italy, Germany, Great 
Britian, Poland and completed a 
semester at the Peace and Conflict 
studies at the University of Ulster in 
Derry, Northern Ireland.

Her particular areas of focus and 
study involve Balkan historical and 
political affairs, including Bosnian 
Muslim Identity, the former Yugoslavia, 
19th Century Serbia and Nationalism.
Originally from Denver, Colorado, 
she has one more year to complete 
at Hastings College, then hopes to 
continue on to Graduate school in 
either political history, area studies 
or peacebuilding and reconciliation. 
This trip is the culmination of her 
four years of study at Hastings. She’s 
read all about Bosnia, and now she 
wants to experience the rich country 
landscapes, culture, food and most of 
all the people. 

Palo Alto High in, funny, Palo Alto, CA. 
There, I spent most of the time in the 
pool, participating on the varsity swim 
team all four years to eventually become 
captain of the girls team. At the end of 
high school, I decided that I wanted to 
stay in California and choose a small 
private school in Southern California, 
still swimming as always. I’ve done so 
much in the barely two semesters I’ve 
been here, and I am absolutely thrilled 
for what’s to come! Fun fact, two of my 
roommates and I have a pet bird together 
named L’Oiseau (Bird in french, we really 
are inventive). Everyday in our room is an 
adventure; there are four of us living in a 
room plus a bird. I wouldn’t have it any 
other way. Bosnian, German and English 
and conversational in Arabic. She hopes 
to graduate in the Fall of 2010.

Jackie Vanacore
   I am a junior 
at Keene State 
College, major-
ing in Sociology 
with a minor in 
Internat ional 
Studies.  I have 
various inter-
ests pertaining 

to international affairs.  My aspiration is 
to travel and work abroad, and I am in-
terested in examining the effects of glo-
balization on nations, as well as explor-
ing global economic inequality.  I am also 
interested in studying peaceful conflict 
resolution and the prevention of human 

rights violations.  
I am involved in various organizations 
within the college and the Keene commu-
nity.  I am an active member of Habitat for 
Humanity, and assist in a local non-profit 
called Working Families Win.  The organi-
zation works with the community and po-
litical associations to support living wages 
and a number of policies that will enable 
working families to thrive in a modern 
economy.  I seek to advance these prin-
ciples on a global level.  I hope by study-
ing the Bosnian conflict I can learn how to 
apply these principles to help reestablish a 
thriving community after conflict.   
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Zaib Rasool received her 
Bachelor of Arts in Political 
Science, Sociology, and Eastern 
European Studies from the 
University of Michigan in May 
2009. Her academic research thus 
far has been shaped by her interest 

Zaib Rasool
in geopolitics, nationalism, and 
human rights. She hopes to further 
explore these interests through 
participation in this Global Youth 
Connect program and through 
future studies of international 
affairs and/or law. In the past, she 
has studied and worked abroad in 
Turkey and Pakistan, respectively. 
At present, she’s participating 
in an AmeriCorps program in 
Indianapolis, Indiana, working 
on social service projects such as 
homeless prevention and financial 
literacy.

Maria Skouras

My name is Maria Skouras and I live 
in NYC.  I went to NYU’s Gallatin School 
of Individualized Study for undergrad 
and took courses in art and social justice.  
Shortly after, I started working full-time 
in NYU’s Office of Government and 
Community Affairs while finishing an MA 
in Cultural Sociology and an MS in Global 
Affairs, Human Rights and Humanitarian 
Intervention.  (I must be addicted to NYU!) 

While in school, I’ve had some 
very memorable experiences doing 
reconstruction work in New Orleans and 
spending a short period of time doing 
service projects in Jamaica.  Outside of 
work and class, I help run a small, all-
volunteer nonprofit called The Posterus 
Foundation.  The Foundation is dedicated 
to raising money for educational causes 
in developing countries.  Abbreviated list 
of things I love: travelling; Tim Burton; 
Halloween; turkey bacon; my two and 
a half year old niece Alexa Rose.  Things 
I could do without:  anything liquorish 
flavored; waking up super early; jello.

Majra Mucic

Emma Sheehy

My name is Emma Sheehy and I 
am 20 years old and a junior at James 
Madison University in Harrisonburg, 
Virginia. I am working toward a 
degree in both Spanish and Justice 
Studies with a concentration in 
Global Justice. 

I am currently working as an 
intern at the JMU Mahatma Gandhi 
Center for Global Nonviolence 
where I am responsible for starting 
programs such as our “Nonviolence 
through Literacy Program” at a 
local middle school. I am originally 
from Falls Church, Virginia about 10 
minutes outside of Washington, D.C.. 
I eventually hope to pursue a career 
in the field of conflict transformation 
and resolution.

My name is Majra Mucic and I 
am in my senior year at Macalester 
College in St. Paul, Minnesota where 
I am majoring in International 
Studies and Economics with minors 
in Sociology and Political Science. 
I also play varsity volleyball and 

varsity basketball for my college. 
One of the internships I really 
enjoyed so far has been with the 
Genocide Intervention Network 
here in MInneapolis and I hope to 
continue similar work in the future.

My main academic interests 
include the study of partitioned 
societies and cultural differences 
within societies. This is mainly 
because I was in fact born and 
raised in Bosnia, and lived there 
through the entirety of the war. 
My immediate family moved to the 
U.S. in 2001, right before 9/11 and 
we have been living in Minnesota 
since. All the other members of 
my family are still living in Bosnia, 
mainly Zenica and Mostar. This trip 
is therefore immensely important 
to me, for academic reasons, but 
also for historical and personal 
reasons. I am happy to know that 
there are so many young people 
across the States who are interested 
in what happened in Bosnia and are 
interested in resolving the current 
issues there. 

A special thanks to the people and organizations 
who made this valuable experiene possible for the 
students of  the 2010 Bosnia Delegation. 
Also, a thank you to Miki and Vihidan for their 
guidance, inspiration and hard-work. Finally, 
thank you to the delegates of  Bosnia 2010 for 
their friendship and support of  each other. 

Do you think they are all single and sexy?
You’ve been so many places,
I guess it must be so.
But still you cannot see,
the rings they showed to me
they’re much more than just a big group of 
hoes
Don’t you know....
Hiding in the mountains of Geneva,
Freedom was th last thing on their minds,
a smile, a wink, a birthday and some candles,
Jeff and Melanie did not need other signs.
If birthdays are a common theme in love 
songs
For Majra and Paul it’s not so sweet,
though one’s in Minnesota, one in Bosnia,
their heart will unite in birthday week.
You think the only people who are people
Are living in D.C. under your roof,
But even if they’re split by mines and oceans
Zach and Julie will learn things they never 
knew

[Chorus] Have you ever been to Bosnia with a 
bunch of girls
whose boyfriends are nowhere to be found
Do you feel their flames of love and of pas-
sion,
that will burn Sarajevo to the ground
that will burn Sarajevo to the ground
We hope that our Maria is quite hungry,
when she gets off her plane in NYC,
For Lawrence will be waiting for his darling,
with his arms full of love and good sushi.
Ashwin needs some help with folding
And probably doing other chores as well,
For while Ilma has been away in Bosnia,
his dirty cups and bowls have all begun to 
smell.
Wild in the woods of Pennsylvania,
Enjoying the break from boys and girls,
Kelly and Jack, the two camp counselors,
Dance around with lots of hugs and lots of 
twirls.
How Heidi misses Ryan so,
When once more together,
They’ll never let go.
[Chorus]

The Boyfriend song to the tune of  
Colors of  the Wind, from the Disney 
motion picture Pocahontas by Kelly 
Larson and Vinny Grunberg
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Miki Jacevic- Bosnian Program Director

    Miki is a human rights activist 
and peace program specialist from 
Sarajevo, Bosnia & Hercegovina. 
He is a co-founder of Global Youth 
Connect where he is directing 
Bosnia program. In addition, Miki 
works full-time as a deputy direc-

tor at the Initiative for Inclusive 
Security where he oversees policy 
efforts to include civil society in 
formal and informal peace pro-
cesses. Before the war in Bosnia, 
Miki headed the UN Youth Chap-
ter and was president of the local 
committee of AIESEC, the largest 
student association in the world. 
During the war, he was involved in 
numerous projects to ease the suf-
fering of youth and the elderly. In 
1994, he founded and directed Col-
legium Bosniacum, an organization 
of Bosnian students in Europe. Out 
of that work grew the initiative, 
Academic Lifeline for Bosnia Her-
cegovina, aimed at rebuilding the 
country’s academic institutions. 
In 1995, Miki headed the Vienna 
office of the World University Ser-

vice, dealing with education
issues in troubled regions. During 
this time, he also lived and worked 
in South Africa, Northern Ireland, 
Palestine, and Central American 
countries. Miki has consulted with 
many conflict resolution organiza-
tions, including Search for Com-
mon Ground, where he led efforts 
to develop child soldiers programs. 
He has led several delegations of 
international activists and conflict 
resolution practitioners to vari-
ous post-conflict settings, includ-
ing the Balkans, Northern Ireland, 
South Africa and Guatemala. He 
has served on the Board of Direc-
tors of several organizations, in-
cluding the KARUNA Center for 
Peace building, Global Youth Ac-
tion, State of the World Forum, and 

others. He has been honored with 
numerous awards, including the 
Fetzer Institute Fellowship, Rotary 
International Scholarship, Soros 
Foundation Scholarship, State of 
the World Forum ChangeMaker 
award 1999, and honorary Presi-
dent of the Bosnian Student Union. 
Miki is a PhD student in Conflict 
Resolution at NOVA University, and 
holds a Master of Science degree 
in Conflict Analysis and Resolution 
from George Mason University. He 
teaches in the Conflict Transfor-
mation Across Cultures Program, 
(CONTACT) Summer Peace building 
Institute at the School for Interna-
tional Training in Brattleboro, Ver-
mont, and is an associate faculty 
member for the Trauma and Con-
flict Program at Prescott Collage in 
Arizona.

Vahidin Omanovic is a founder 
and director of the Center for 
Peacebuilding, a non-political, 
non-governmental organization 
based in Sanski Most, Bosnia 
and Herzegovina. He has worked 
as a liaison, trainer, and project 
manager for the

organization whose goals are 
peacebuilding, reconciliation and 
the prevention of violence. Vahidin 
has designed and facilitated 
workshops and interpersonal 
dialogue groups, taught non- 
violent communication and 
conflict transformation, supervised 
personnel, created budget and 
grant proposals, and trained youth 
camps in Macedonia, Kosovo, and 
all across Bosnia and Herzegovina. 
He holds a master’s degree 
in International and 
Intercultural Management from the 
School for International Training 
in Vermont and a Professional 
Certificate i n  
Intercultural Peacebuilding. 
Vahidin is also an Imam, and he 
graduated from Islamic theological 
school with an Imam, Teacher, 
and Preacher Diploma in 1998. 
Before establishing the Center 
for Peacebuilding, he worked as 
a foreign language instructor in 

primary and middle schools, an 
administrative assistant to the 
Bosnian Army. During the war 
in Bosnia, while still in his teens, 
he served as a counselor, liaison, 
teacher and religious leader 
at refugee camps in Slovenia. 
Vahidin has given numerous 
presentations on Bosnia 
and Intercultural C o n f l i c t  
Transformation in numerous 
European countries and the United 
States. Vahidin is fluent in Bosnian, 
English, Arabic, and Slovenian, and 
has strong conversational skills 
in Spanish, Italian, Turkish, and 
Russian.

Vahidin Omanovic- CIM Director Julia Dowling- Assistant Program Director

Julia is currently an 
undergraduate junior at Smith 
College in Massachusetts, where 
she studies history and international 
relations and is actively involved in 
the social change community. She 
is the chair of the Student Global 
AIDS Campaign on campus and is 
proud to have become an educator 
and advocate for HIV/AIDS issues 
on campus, in the community, 
and nationally. Julia has had the 
opportunity to work in a New 
York City opera house and at the 
Museum of Jewish Heritage, in 
addition to being able to spend a 
semester at University College Cork 
in Ireland. She now works as a peer 
advisor in the Career Development 

Office at Smith. 
After college, Julia 
wants to work in 
the fields of Peace 
and Conflict or 
D e v e l o p m e n t , 
because these 
issues impact 
other fields, such 
as health and 
education. She 
is also interested 
in International 
Affairs policy, 
and would like to 
work for a large institution like 
the International Rescue 
Committee or the United Nations.

This program report was written and de-
signed by the Documentation team (Erika 
Dains, Kelly Larsen, and Heidi Hullinger). 
Photos were taken by all delegates and 
used in the report.
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