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The program gave me more confidence in my knowledge about human rights and transitional justice 

as it gave me concrete, contextual examples of their applications in real societies. I know have a better 

understanding of how individuals, organizations and governments work together (or fail to do so) to 

protect human rights and advance transitional justice. I also have a better idea of the challenges 

human rights defenders face on the ground.  –Human Rights in Bosnia and Herzegovina Participant, 

July/August 2014 
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Letter from the Program Director, Julia Dowling 
 

For ten years, Global Youth Connect (GYC) has worked in Bosnia and 
Herzegovina (BiH) through its Conflict Resolution delegations. In 2014, 
GYC decided to complement this work with a new Human Rights-
themed delegation mirroring our work in Rwanda and Cambodia, 
Following the “babylution”, democracy protests, and the flooding that 
ravaged BiH and exposed its infighting and corruption (see country 
context, p. 3) GYC ran our first Human Rights-themed delegation in close 
partnership with the Youth Initiative for Human Rights – BiH. 
 
Over the course of three weeks, GYC and YIHR-BiH brought together an 
all female delegation comprised of 5 international and 2 Bosnian young 
activists. The participants and staff traveled throughout Bosnia and Herzegovina, from the capital of 
Sarajevo to lesser known towns where activists continue to seek justice for war-time atrocities.  
 
The program is built on a number of distinct elements including: 
 

 A participatory orientation and human rights education workshop  
 Travel throughout both ethno-political entities – the Federation of Bosnia and Herzegovina 

(Federacija BH) and The Serb Republic (Republika Srpska) – meeting with individuals and 
organizations working on local human rights challenges, in both urban and rural regions 

 20 Site visits with stakeholders in human rights as diverse as International Organizations to 
grassroots activists 

 Service learning through volunteering with 4 local organizations   
 Living with families and individuals in homestays  
 Attending culturally and politically relevant events  
 Blogging at gycvillage.org 

 
Through this comprehensive and interactive learning method, participants gained a foundation in the 
main concepts of human rights and different means of protecting and promoting them. On the ground, 
the program focused on some of the most pressing issues facing Bosnian society today including post-
war transitional justice, minority rights, and the rights of women and the LGBTQ community. 
 
GYC and YIHR-BiH would like to express their warmest thanks to all those who contributed to the 
program. From meetings to opening your homes, from sharing your personal experiences to joining the 
group over a meal, each contribution was both educational and enjoyable. We are grateful for all those 
who lent their time and knowledge at this time – a turning point for human rights in BiH.   
 
Lastly, I would like to thank Miki Jacevic. In my role as Program Director for this particular delegation, I 
applied the wealth of knowledge and experience gained as a delegate and, later, a Program Assistant 
with GYC’s Conflict Resolution program run by Miki Jacevic. It was an exciting challenge to ensure that 
our newest delegation strengthened and complemented the legacy we have built in BiH thanks to Miki 
Jacevic’s leadership.  
 
In Peace, 
 
Julia Dowling 



Bosnia and Herzegovina in 2014: Country Context 
 

Nearly twenty years after the war that killed an estimated 100,000 people, BiH remains in a frozen 
conflict. While the guns were silenced through the 1995 Dayton Peace Agreement, the country has 
failed to prosper unsustainable governing arrangement, institutionalized discrimination, bloated 
bureaucracy and endemic corruption. Most of all, it is the Bosnian people who suffer – from 28%1 

unemployment (with youth unemployment as high as a 
shocking 57.5%2), a political system based on nepotism, 
and a largely unfree media. It was no surprise to locals 
and closely aligned internationals therefore, that 2013 
and 2014 saw major civil unrest.  
 
First, there was Bebolucija (“Baby Revolution”). In the 
summer of 2013, individuals from around the country 
came together in Sarajevo to stand up for the country’s 
youngest and most vulnerable citizens: babies. Because of 
an ongoing ethno-political impasse, the federal 
government was unable to pass legislation that would 
provide newborns with an identification number. This 
prevented babies from getting official identification 
papers, including passports, and consequently restricted 
their freedom of movement, access to health care and 
many other basic rights. BiH’s citizens came together to 
demand resolution of the problem and, moreover, reform 
of the political system that created this and other 
hardships on ordinary people.   

 
On February 7, 2014 BiH received global media coverage for the first time since the war as government 
buildings in Tuzla, Sarajevo and Zenica were set alight by protesters. The spark that set the fire: 
thousands of workers’ jobs were cut as collateral damage during the privatization of four state-owned 
companies in the city of Tuzla. As with the Bebolucija protests before, these protests and, in some cases, 
riots, quickly transformed into a movement to confront government inefficiency, endemic corruption, 
and realize the social and economic rights of citizens.  
 
Local government officials across the country stepped down, while citizens undertook an experiment in 
direct democracy in forming citizen plenums – non-hierarchical forums in which individuals could 
express their fears and hopes for the country. Nearly a year on, the verdict is still out on the efficacy of 
the riots and plenums.  
 
In a year already filled with major events, severe flooding and landslides devastated BiH and Serbia in 
the spring of 2014. To complicate matters, vestiges of the war – unexploded ordinances and personal 
weapons – re-emerged as threats to Bosnians physical safety and psychological well-being. Mine fields 
that had been clearly demarcated prior to flooding were shifted by landslides to new, unidentified 

                                                           
1
 http://www.ilo.org/global/research/global-reports/global-employment-trends/2014/WCMS_233936/lang--

en/index.htm 
2
 http://data.worldbank.org/indicator/SL.UEM.1524.ZS 



locations. Despite international attention and financial support meant for flood relief and recovery, 
allegations of misspent or stolen aid tarnished the transnational efforts.  
 
And all of this occurred within a year and a half leading up to the country’s national elections in October 
2014. Since the delegation completed in August, these elections were administered, resulting in the 
reelection of the ethnic-based political parties that had won the elections prior to the outbreak of war in 
1992. The justice sector faced major shifts due to a judgment by the European Court of Human Rights 
demanding Bosnian authorities release a number of convicted war criminals on a major technicality 
involving the country’s two criminal codes.3   
 
Today’s Bosnia and Herzegovina poses many challenges for human rights advocates, from countering 
discrimination to realizing the economic and social rights of all. However, in the most eventful year and a 
half seen since the war, it has become clear that the country’s status quo is no longer good enough for 
BiH’s citizens. Activists continue to press for truth, memory and accountability. In Prijedor, where GYC 
staff and participants collaborate with civil society (see pg.7), more than a dozen individuals were 
arrested for war crimes and crimes against humanity in November 2014, which is a major step 
forward.  With such renewed energy and efforts for reform in the country, GYC will continue to engage 
and learn from activists demanding a better future.   
 

Program Schedule, July 30 – August 20 
 
 

July 30-31:  Participant Arrival and Orientation  

August 1 – August 3:  Human Rights and Intercultural Competency Workshop; Site Visits in Sarajevo 

August 4:  Travel north to Krajina region with stops at the Ahmici massacre memorial and the medieval 
Bosnian Kingdom Capital of Jajce, in Central Bosnia and  

August 4-5:  Meetings with Prijedor and Kozarac Civil Society,  

August 5: Attend commemoration of massacre at mass grave site of Hrastova Glavica, and former 
concentration camp Trnopolje with camp survivor-turned -activist 

August 6: Attend Omarska Concentration Camp Commemoration 

August 6: Tour Prijedor city center and sites of memorialization 

August 7: Visit to Kozara National Park 

August 8:  Meet with civil society in Banja Luka 

August 9: Travel to Sarajevo through Zenica , participants meet their Sarajevo host families 

August 10: Day trip to Mostar  

August 11-13: Site Visits in Sarajevo with civil society, national government ministries and international 
organizations,  

August 13-15:  Volunteer Service with non-profit organizations 

August 16: Sarajevo Film Festival film viewing and event 

August 18:  Final Presentation Preparations 

August 19: Final Presentations, Evaluations and Wrap Up 

August 20: Participants Depart 

 

                                                           
3
 http://www.balkaninsight.com/en/article/maktouf-and-damjanovic-bring-down-bosnian-court-practice 

http://www.apnewsarchive.com/2014/Bosnian-police-arrest-12-suspects-in-northern-town,-site-of-brutal-Bosnian-war-crimes/id-6a01d09143da49f290198d6f9ba7ce46
http://www.apnewsarchive.com/2014/Bosnian-police-arrest-12-suspects-in-northern-town,-site-of-brutal-Bosnian-war-crimes/id-6a01d09143da49f290198d6f9ba7ce46
http://www.apnewsarchive.com/2014/Bosnian-police-arrest-12-suspects-in-northern-town,-site-of-brutal-Bosnian-war-crimes/id-6a01d09143da49f290198d6f9ba7ce46
http://www.apnewsarchive.com/2014/Bosnian-police-arrest-12-suspects-in-northern-town,-site-of-brutal-Bosnian-war-crimes/id-6a01d09143da49f290198d6f9ba7ce46


Human Rights & Intercultural Competency Workshop 

 
At the start of the program, the participants took part in a five-day long workshop that addressed key 
concepts, theories, and skills in human rights and cross-cultural cooperation. This helped to bring 
everyone out of their comfort zone, build trust among each other, and ensure that all had the same 
level of understanding ahead of site visits and volunteering.  
 

The three-day workshop that began our delegation gave us a solid foundation of knowledge for our first 
foray into human rights work and set a precedent within the group for trust and camaraderie, a social 
dynamic that would prove to be crucial in dealing with the sensitive issues we would be addressing. Our 
lectures and exercises in human rights history and terminology were comprehensive and engaging, but 
the most effective parts of the workshop were the participatory components. Our interactive session with 
Elma Demir, in particular, was instrumental in helping us understand the difficulties and importance of 
attention to detail in NGO planning. The workshop’s exercises on intercultural competency and active 
listening not only provided us with effective introductory training, but also built foundations for strong 
friendships and made us feel much more comfortable with each other and with our program leaders. 
 
-Reflection on Workshop, by Rachel Lay 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Exploring Truth, Memory & Justice in Krajina  
 

Both of GYC’s Bosnia and Herzegovina 
programs are founded on the principle that 
no matter how small a country, every region 
has its own story to tell and lessons to be 
learned. This rings particularly true in a 
country as diverse and, at times, contentious 
as BiH. Therefore, delegates spend a 
significant portion of their time outside of the 
city’s capital Sarajevo in communities that 
survived different wartime events and face 
human rights challenges unique to their local 
context.   
 
After participants completed their in-country 
orientation and a human rights workshop in 
Sarajevo, they loaded a bus and set off for a 
region in the northwest known as Krajina. 
Those who resided in the towns and rural 
villages that make up Krajina experienced 
some of the war’s worst crimes, including 
ethnic cleansing, systematic rape, and 
concentration camps.  
 
The war’s legacy remains today, manifesting in a myriad of human rights issues such as thousands of 
missing persons, a lack of systematic justice for survivors, and high unemployment. In visiting a number 
of the towns and cities in Krajina – Sanski Most, Prijedor, Kozarac, Banja Luka – and meeting with 
individual activists and non-governmental organizations, students heard multiple perspectives about 
what still needs to be done in post-war Bosnia. This was an opportunity for participants to see firsthand 
how human rights, including matters relating to transitional justice, impacted the everyday lives of 
ordinary people.   
 

Sanski Most 
 
Prior to arriving to our accommodations in Kozarac – a town in the Prijedor municipality, near Prijedor 
city itself – participants spent an educational afternoon in the neighboring town of Sanski Most. Located 
in the Federation entity of the country, Sanski Most is a predominantly Bosniak town that is home to 
one of GYC’s long-time partner organizations, the Center for Peacebuildling (CIM). Some of CIM’s 
wonderful youth volunteers, including GYC staff Adis Hukanovic, provided an informational tour of 
Sanski Most’s natural beauty interspersed with historical context from the war period.  
 
This complimented an emotionally challenging but important site visit to the Krajina Identification 
Project (KIP) on the outskirts of town. KIP is one of the country’s forensic field centers started by the 
International Commission on Missing Persons to locate and identify the thousands of individuals that 
remain missing after the war.  
 



I was pushed out of my comfort zone and had to deal with some difficult concepts - concepts I had no 
idea would illicit the types of feelings that they did. I like to think of myself as a resilient person. 
However, the visits to organizations and sites of former concentration camps touched a personally 
emotional level previously unknown. When we arrived to the International Commission on Missing 
Person’s (ICMP) local identification center, I was completely unprepared for the experience. I hadn't 
given my own potential reaction much thought. 
 
When we walked in, the first thing that struck me was the smell and then a wall full of pictures of missing 
persons. It was very hard for me to listen to how they identify people and I couldn't bring myself to view 
the bones on display. At one point I had to step outside because the gravity of the process had hit me and 
I couldn't bear to listen to anymore. There were countless rows of bones lining the wall and I couldn't 
stop thinking about the people they once were, the horrors they had lived through, the families who's 
hearts were broken when they perished, the families that were wiped out en masse. 
 
-Reflection on time spent in Krajina, by Ana Androvic 
 

 
 
 

Prijedor & Kozarac 
 
After spending the afternoon in Sanski Most, 
the delegation arrived in Kozarac, a small 
town located in Prijedor municipality. While 
Kozarac is majority Bosniak due to its 
remarkably large post-war returnee 
population, it faces a dark history and 
challenging present because of its location 
within the Serb-majority entity, Republika 
Srpska. As Prijedor’s citizens explained to us, 
the city and municipality witnessed mass 
murder, destruction of all non-Serb 
dwellings, the detention of men, women, 
and children in Europe’s first concentration 
camps since World War II.  
 

Over the course of a few days, the participants met with survivors of concentration camps and ethnic 
cleansing, local NGOs addressing issues such as missing persons and PTSD, and attended 
commemorations for massacres at mass grave sites, concentration camps, and in the city of Prijedor 
itself. During this extremely intense period of the program, emotions ran high but the learning 
opportunities were immense. Each participant was affected by Prijedor’s reality – one still haunted by its 
concentration camps and genocide – in their own way.  
 
Special Note: In Prijedor, where GYC staff and participants collaborate with civil society, more than a 
dozen individuals were arrested for war crimes and crimes against humanity in November 2014, which 
is a major step forward. We are ever so honored to work with the organizations that continue to fight 
for justice in the Krajina region. 



 
In the evening, we arrived in Kozarac, a small town in Prijedor. We first visited the ”House of Peace” 
(Kuca Mira) and were welcomed by the house and organization’s founder, Emsuda Mujagic. She 
introduced us to the problems they citizens of Prijedor face. About the horrific events that took place in 
this area during the war and their consequences, and ways to solve them. During the war, a large 
number of Prijedor’s non-Serb men were taken to the camps and later killed. Tortured for days, weeks, 
burned, tied with wire. Mothers were left alone with the children, with no income, no food, no livelihood. 
The inhabitants of this town have survived difficult times.  
 
-Reflection on Kozarac, by Sadeta Beganovic 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
The reality of genocide denial in Prijedor came up again and again. When we visited Trnopolje, one of the 
concentration camps in the Prijedor municipality  (pictured above), we heard about genocide denial and 
competing narratives between different ethnicies from a survivor – Satko Mujagic (pictured above) – of 
the Omarska camp (another concentration camp in the area). The fact that politics has permeated every 
aspect of Bosnian life has resulted in a state where survivors are denied the right to call the cleansing of 
their people genocide, because it hasn't been ruled so anywhere but Srebrenica. As Mr. Mujagic shared 
with us at Trnopolje, many other people's have labeled genocide as such but Bosniaks do not have that 
ability and the result is saddening. Serb monuments to soldiers who perished in the "defensive war for 
the fatherland" stand in place of monuments for the thousands of Bosniaks killed, including in front of 
the Trnopolje concentration camp where civilians were interned. 
 
-Participant Reflection on Kozarac and Prijedor, by Ana Androvic  
 
 

 



 Women’s Rights & Sexual Violence in Conflict 

 
With a strong focus on women’s rights in post-war BiH, the delegation made sure to arrange a site visit 
with Medica Zenica, a leading NGO in the field of women’s rights that addresses wartime sexual violence 
and human trafficking. The group was welcomed by Medica’s staff at one of their safe houses, which 
was itself both inspiring and humbling. Elizabeth Stalfort, an intentional participant who is passionate 
about preventing sexual violence and sex trafficking, reported on the site visit.  
 

 Medica Zenica was established in 1993 as the first NGO is Bosnia-Herzegovina to focus on women and 
their needs. The organization first focused on survivors of sexual violence and has expanded to include 
the survivors of domestic violence, incest, and human trafficking…  Because 70% of survivors of domestic 
violence will return to their abuser, Medica Zenica is dedicated to including the perpetrator in the 
counseling process. They believe this is the only way the cycle of violence can be reformed. This uses the 
combination of retributive justice and restorative justice; a necessary tool is successful transitional 
justice…  
 
While Medica Zenica has expanded to help women all over Bosnia-Herzegovina, many of the obstacles it 
faces shows the prevailing discriminatory attitudes towards women and their need for 
assistance…Though there is legislation meant to help women it is very rarely followed in practice. These 
survivors are entitled to a set of rights, as well as a monthly stipend, which very few women will end up 
claiming. Many are not aware of these rights, or do not have the time or ability to go through the 
elaborate, and often painful, process of gaining these rights. 
 
-Reflection on Zenica Site Visit with Medica Zenica, by Elizabeth Stalfort 
 

Read Liz’ Full Blog Post at gycvillage.org 
 

 

 
Outside Medica Zenica

http://gycvillage.org/2014/10/09/sexual-violence-two-cultures-shared-experiences/


 Sarajevo Site visits, Homestays, and Volunteering 
 

 
A third phase of the program began after 
participants returned from their travel in 
the Northwest and Central regions of BiH. 
In Sarajevo, students were able to rest, 
relax, and enjoy the city’s culture while 
also attending meetings and volunteering. 
The group met with a wide range of 
individuals and organizations involved in 
human rights in BiH and around the world. 
For a full list of the program’s “site visits” 
please see the Annex. Participants were 
asked to reflect on lessons learned in key 
meeting. Some of the many highlights are 
below:  
 

 

On Tuesday, August 12th, the delegates visited the headquarters of the OSCE for Bosnia and 
Herzegovina, in Sarajevo. The OSCE brought forth three speakers; each of whom spoke of their specific 
area of expertise, and the work implemented by the OSCE in those three highlighted fields: education, 
human rights, and legislation... The OSCE employees who spoke with the delegation did not make light of 
corrupt situations which are unfortunately embedded within Bosnian institutions, but were rather 
straightforward in their personal opinions about what the realistic steps should be for reaching a better 
Bosnian society. 
 
-Reflection on Sarajevo site visit with the Organization for Security and Cooperation of Europe (Mission 
to Bosnia and Herzegovina), by Hannah Herrlich 

 

Participants of a Human Rights Delegation Program had a meeting with Emina Bošnjak Programme 
manager of Sarajevo Open Center (SOCS). [SOCS’ work is dedicated to LGBT rights] and the meeting 
taught participants that violations of the human rights of LGBT persons in BIH represent a much wider 
spectrum of individual cases of discrimination or violence, and points to institutional and legislative 
neglect, disregard of the needs and rights of LGBT persons and the unwillingness of state institutions to 
implement the laws of BiH. According to Emina, “Homophobia and transphobia remain very common in 
BiH with limited or no action taken by authorities to address such discrimination, harassment and 
violence.” 
 
-Reflection on Sarajevo site visit with the Sarajevo Open Center (SOCS), by Sanida Curturic 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

The delegation attended an informal meeting with Belma Gijo, the co-founder of KULT, the Institute for 
Youth Development at the office of the Youth Initiative for Human Rights on Monday, August 11th…. 
Belma opened the meeting by describing a number of the major projects that KULT has been involved 
with including leadership training for young women, the drafting of official youth policies in BiH, and the 
establishment of a network made up of over 200 youth organizations in BiH… Overall, the delegation 
found the meeting with KULT very valuable to their broader understanding of the position of young 
people in BiH today and their role in the struggle for improving the human rights situation in the country. 
 
-Reflection on Sarajevo Site visit with KULT, by Jaime Cordes 

 
 
 
In the spirit of learning through cultural immersion and service, participants spent a portion of their time 
in Sarajevo volunteering with civil society organizations and living with locals. This was a great 
opportunity for everyone to have time and space to reflect on their experiences, and to get a peek into 
what life might be like for everyday Sarajevans.  
 
Sadeta, one of our local participants from Central Bosnia, lived in a home full of young professionals who 
hailed from both Bosnia and globally. According to Sadeta, “Homestays resulted in meeting new people 
and gaining new friends, definitely a positive thing. Rachel and I spent beautiful moments with our hosts, 
Mirela and Dominic, and I hope that our friendship will continue after the program.” 
 
 
As part of the human rights-based approach to the 
delegation, the participants actively engaged in 
volunteering with four diverse organizations working 
to improve BiH. Their experiences helped them to 
better understand the challenges these organizations 
face, both in the issues they work on and in operating in 
a post-war environment. Participants had the 
opportunity to volunteer with: 
 

 CURE Foundation: A feminist organization 
working on women’s and girls’ rights 

 Sarajevo Open Center (SOCS): An LGBT 
rights organization that also serves as a safe 
space for the Queer community and its allies in Sarajevo 

 Civil Rights Defenders: A Swedish international human rights organization that supports 
human rights defenders throughout the Western Balkans 

 BOSFAM (The Bosnian Family Association): An organization that provides psycho-social 
support and economic opportunities through traditional crafting for women survivors of the 
Srebrenica genocide.  

 
 
 
 



 

Mostar Day Trip and Attending the 20th Annual Sarajevo Film Festival 
 
Participants spent time exploring some of the most exciting cultural and social happenings in BiH, 
including a day trip to the renowned city of Mostar and attending the Sarajevo Film Festival. Participant 
Jaime Cordes provides insight into the two outings.   
  
 

Mostar  
 
After returning from our trip to the Krajina region, some of the delegates decided to use their free day to 
visit the historic city of Mostar. Known as the cultural capital of the Herzegovina region, Mostar has 
endured a diverse and tumultuous history, which has left an imprint on the city in a variety of ways. It 
was also one of the most heavily damaged cities during the 1992-1995 Bosnian War, and an eighteen-
month siege. Roughly a third of its buildings were completely destroyed, including the bridge, which was 
only fully restored in 2005.  

 
The group walked along a contrasting section 
of the city - a street of abandoned, crumbling 
buildings on which the Croat and Bošniak 
neighborhoods border one another. It remains 
unclaimed by either side since the end of the 
conflict. On a lighter note, the participants 
spent most of the day soaking in the beauty 
and vibrant atmosphere of the city, haggling 
for souvenirs in the bazaar, and watching 
daredevils dive from the Stari Most into the 
Neretva River.   
 
-Reflection on Mostar, by Jaime Cordes 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

The Sarajevo Film Festival 
 
One of the most anticipated times of the year in Sarajevo is the two-week long Sarajevo Film Festival.  
Held for the first time in 1995 during the siege of Sarajevo, it is now the largest film festival in Southeast 
Europe and annually attracts visitors and celebrities from around the world.  The delegates had the 
opportunity to experience the festival’s 20th year in action, including its infectious magical atmosphere, 
pre-festival buzz, and lively first week of premieres and cultural events.  Attending the Sarajevo Film 
Festival during the final days of the program not only complemented the themes covered during the 
delegation, but also ended the program on a positive and hopeful note.  As a meeting point for creativity, 
youth, and critical thinking about social issues on a local and global scale, the Sarajevo Film Festival 
served as a demonstration of the city’s continued ability to promote unity rather than ethnic, religious, or 
cultural divisions.  
 
-Reflection on the Sarajevo Film Festival, by Jaime Cordes 
 



 
Many thanks to all those who made the delegation possible and successful. To learn more about Global 
Youth Connect, including how to apply to be a participant in an upcoming delegation, please visit our 
website: www.globalyouthconnect.org  
 
You can check out participant reflections on human rights and peace at the GYC Alumni Village Blog 
(gycvillage.org) or stay connected by finding us on Facebook and Twitter! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Photo Credits: Julia Dowling, Rasim Ibrahimagic, Ana Androvic , and Jaime Cordes
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Appendix I: List of Organizational Site Visits 

 
Throughout the delegation, participants and program staff had briefings with a wide range of 
organizations and individual activists living and working on critical human rights issues in BiH. 2014’s 
program “site visits” included the following organizations:  
 

 Association for Democratic Initiatives  

 Association of Prijedor Citizens “Izvor” 

 CURE Foundation 

 The Genesis Project 

 International Commission on Missing Persons 

 Internews 

 Institute for Youth Development KULT 

 Medica Zenica 

 The Organization for the Security and Cooperation of Europe  

 Perpetuum Mobile 

 Sarajevo Open Center 

 Srcem do Mira (“Through Heart to Peace”) 

 The American Embassy 

 The British Council 

 The European Union Delegation 

 The Ministry of Human Rights and Refugees 

 The Ministry of Justice 

 The Public International Law & Policy Group (PILPG) 

 UNICEF 

 United Nations 



Appendix II: Staff and Participant Biographies 
 
Staff Profiles 
 
Julia Dowling 
Program Director, Human Rights in Bosnia and Herzegovina 
Global Youth Connect 
 
Julia served as the 2014 GYC Human Rights in BiH Program Director. She recently finished working as a 
Research Assistant at the United Nations Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights, Regional 
Office for Europe, based in Brussels. Previously, she spent three years in Bosnia-Herzegovina where she 
worked with a number of peace and justice grassroots non-profits including Cinema for Peace’s 
Genocide Film Archive, the Center for Peacebuilding, and the Bosnian Family Association (BOSFAM).  
 
In 2008, Julia was a Global Youth Connect delegate to Bosnia, and she returned as the GYC Bosnia 
Program Assistant to Miki Jacevic in 2009 and 2010. She also studied in Bosnia-Herzegovina, where she 
received a dual Master’s of Arts in Human Rights and Democracy in South East Europe from the 
University of Sarajevo and University of Bologna. Her Master’s Thesis, which was selected for publishing, 
took Prijedor, BiH as a case study in addressing the phenomenon of locally-driven “facing the past” 
initiatives as part of a new phase in Transitional Justice.  
 
Julia has also worked on global social and economic justice in Washington, D.C., and studied in Cork, 
Ireland and Durban, South Africa. Julia graduated with a Bachelor’s of Arts from Smith College in 2009. 
 
Rasim Ibrahimagić 
Program Coordinator, Human Rights in Bosnia and Herzegovina 
Youth Initiative for Human Rights 
 
Rasim Ibrahimagić is the 2014 delegation’s Program Coordinator. Rasim was born in Tuzla, Bosnia and 
Herzegovina. A year and a half after his birth, his family and he moved to Munich, Germany, where he 
spent eight years of his childhood. Currently he is living in his small hometown in the northeast of the 
country called Živinice and studies law at the University of Tuzla. He expects to graduate until December 
2014 and then to apply for a master study abroad using the Erasmus+ program. At this time he is 
engaged at the Youth Initiative for Human Rights in Bosnia and Herzegovina as a project coordinator, 
where he started as an activist three years ago. 
 
Participant Profiles 
 
Ana Androvic 
 
Ana Androvic is currently a junior at the University of Massachusetts at Amherst majoring in Legal 
Studies and is originally from New York City, she is graduating in December of this year and plans to take 
a semester off to apply to Law schools. She was born in Belgrade, Serbia in 1993 and has been back once 
since. She is extremely excited to be able to work with an issue so close to her and visit her home 
country again. She hopes to one day work with the European Union or NGO's around Europe on social 
justice work. 
 



 
Jaime Cordes 
 
Originally from Raleigh, North Carolina, Jaime Cordes is a current graduate student at Georgetown 
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