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 This program has once more demonstrated the benefits of intercultural dialogue, 
because even though we may be very different in some ways, what we have in common is that 
we all wish that human rights are respected everywhere. -- Maja, Participant from Bosnia 
 

Global Youth Connect    P.O. Box 1342   New York, NY  10159   USA 
www.globalyouthconnect.org  

Youth Delegates:  23 Nationalities:   17    
 

Grassroots Projects:    20  Site Visits/Meetings:  30  
 

Blog Posts/Reports: 25 Theatre Pieces Created:    2 
 

People Together under the Human Rights Framework in USA:   320 
 

I have learned that 
speaking up and sharing 
my personal perspectives 
about human rights is a 
form of advocacy. -- Jude, 
Uganda/Boston 

http://www.globalyouthconnect.org/
http://www.youthpolicy.org/interculturalblogging
http://gycvillage.org/


Introduction: 
 

If we talk about human rights in one place where there are human beings,  
we need to talk about human rights everywhere there are human beings.  

--Jesse Hawkes, GYC Executive Director 
 

 

 
 

The delegation discussed genocide in the great circle at the National Museum of the American Indian (left), 
then circled-up at the LGBT Community Center,	  before	  a	  meeting	  with	  the	  Center’s	  Y.E.S.	  youth	  program. 

 
After a decade of bringing youth to work in solidarity on human rights promotion in countries 
that had experienced genocide in the 21st century -- such as Rwanda, Bosnia, and Cambodia -- 
Global Youth Connect (GYC) set out to create a program that would bring youth from around 
the world to the USA to work hand in hand with youth and organizations here, on human 
rights issues in the USA. The idea was to balance the global dialogue about human rights. 
 
Are human rights being achieved in the USA? Is “Human 
Rights” being used as a concept in the USA for social change? 
And can it be more widely utilized? And, what do the answers 
to these questions have to do with social change globally?  
 
After months of planning, cultivating partnerships in NYC, 
program promotion, application and visa processes, and 
fundraising for a few scholarships, GYC’s first Human Rights 
in the USA summit was held June 22 -July 14, 2012.  
 
During the program, 23 youth -- from all over the world, NYC, 
and around the USA -- worked together to explore human 
rights in NYC. They engaged in human rights workshops (p. 3), 
volunteered with 6 local NYC-based organizations (p.4-6) on 
various human rights issues, from	  health	  care	  to	  the	  “cradle	  to	  prison”	  pipeline	  to	  the human rights of 
the elderly, and conducted over 30 site visits (p. 7- 13). The visiting participants even had a chance to 
stay in homes in different NYC communities. Through blogging and theatre, all participants processed 
what they learned and dialogued with an audience including representatives of the Urban Justice 
Center and the NYC Commission on Human Rights, creating a unique dialogue about human rights.  
 

Visit our Photo Album for a dynamic look at this delegation.  
For Bios and Acknowledgements see final pages! Please Enjoy! 

I learned that although the U.S. is on the 
cutting edge of technology, its wealth 
does not trickle down to its middle and 
working classes.  

--Tamuz Avivi, Israel 

It was moving to learn about 
organizations like the Juvenile Justice 
Project working on the challenges I 
see all the time in my community and 
my schools.  

-- Antoinette, NYC 

http://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.10151018627872999.448634.341963987998&type=3


Human Rights Learning Workshops 
 

 
 
We began with a Human Rights Learning Workshop with Shula Koenig, Winner of the 2003 
UN Human Rights Award & Founder of the People’s	  Movement	  for	  Human	  Rights	  Learning 
(PDHRE). We finished with a workshop by Robert Kesten (Executive Director, PDHRE) 
 
Concepts Addressed: 

x Difference between Human Rights Monitoring & 
Human Rights Learning 

x Human Rights Integration (see	  “circles	  of	  influence”	  
exercise above) 

x Patriarchy’s	  negative	  effect	  on	  the	  realization	  of	  
Human Rights 

 
Read More at gycvillage.org : 

x Danny Waldroop’s	  Blog	  Post	  “Standing	  on	  the	  Banks	  of	  the	  River” 
x Ameed	  Abutteen’s	  “What	  would	  a	  holistic	  vision	  of	  the	  American	  Healthcare	  System	  change?” 

 
 
 

 
The opportunity to work within the United Nations 
during the GYC program, as well as hearing 
Shula’s  perspective  on  the  UN  really  renewed  a  
desire to potentially work there for me. As Shula 
said, although the internal framework of the UN 
might  not  be  terribly  efficient,  it’s  the  best  
international organization we have in place, and 
global society would not be able to function as 
fluidly or peacefully without it. 

-- Viveka Hulyalkar, Cleveland, OH 
 

My brief time with the program was 
indeed eye opening and impressive.  The 
participants demonstrated that great 
strides were made over the 3 week period 
and there was a clear understanding that 
there was far more to do. 

--Robert Kesten (PDHRE) 

I’ll	  remember	  Shula’s	  advice	  for	  the	  rest	  
of my life. 

--Erica White 

I learned that Human Rights are 
inherent. (Laws are in place to 
protect.)	  ‘Rights’	  and	  ‘Human	  Rights’	  
are	  not	  interchangeable	  terms:	  ‘right’	  
implies	  verticality,	  whereas	  ‘human	  
rights’	  are	  about	  inclusivity,	  and	  
horizontality.  
-- Sarah Jackson, Canada 

http://www.pdhre.org/
http://www.pdhre.org/
http://gycvillage.org/2012/07/04/standing-on-the-banks-of-the-river/
http://gycvillage.org/2012/07/09/what-would-a-holistic-view-of-the-american-healthcare-system-change/


Volunteer Service with NYC Organizations 
Special Group Outreach Day with NYCCAH 

 

 
 

Above, Eriel McLaughlin and Nina Vershuta, during a Volunteer Session with NYCCAH -- 
alerting community members about government funded Free Meals Programs in Queens. 

 
Watch a video with Viveka, Ameed, and Shezreh doing their outreach for NYCCAH. 

 
Read more about NYCCAH’s	  effective volunteering workshop. 

 
Before we went out to volunteer in the field, we heard a rousing speech 
from Joel Berg, Executive Director of NYCCAH explained to the Global Youth 
Connect delegates the reality of poverty and hunger in America. He spoke of 
vast wealth inequality which results in such statistics as the USA having 
400	  billionaires	  while	  having	  49	  million	  people	  who	  can’t	  afford	  enough 
food (many of them children). Those in the group not from the United States 
(and probably some who were too) were shocked to hear that the United 
States does not define economic rights as human rights.   

– Cher Sprague (Delegate from Florida) 
 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Zva2c-GXB40
http://gycvillage.org/2012/10/21/what-is-the-most-effective-volunteering/


Volunteer Service Organizations and Teams Activities and Accomplishments of the GYC Teams 

 
The Floating Hospital of Long Island City 

x  
x Ameed Abualteen (Palestine) 
x Jude Muyanja (Uganda) 
x Erica White (USA/WA) 

 
 
 
 
 

x Shadowed and assisted a medical doctor  as he worked with 
women and children from a homeless shelter 

x Created the first Floating Hospital newsletter 
x Developed human rights curriculum for families and especially 

children from homeless shelters 
x In addition, the Floating Hospital welcomed all 23 delegates to 

the hospital the morning after we saw a movie about health care 
in the USA at the Human Rights Watch Film Festival 

x Read	  how	  this	  changed	  Ameed’s	  life, and potentially yours!    

 
Kids Creative, Inc 

 
Gisele Bahati (Rwanda) 
Sarah Jackson (Canada) 
Antoinette Stone (NYC) 
Sana Rupani (TX) 
 
 
 
 

x Volunteered as co-counselors for the children in the annual summer 
camp 

x Planned and facilitated a 1hr Human Rights learning session for all 100 
kids of the camp, ranging in ages from 5 – 14. The  session incorporated 
theatre and served as a model for the Rwanda	  program’s similar 
theatre session with children on education and anti-discrimination in 
August 2012. 

 
Children’s	  Defense	  Fund 
 

Tamuz Avivi (Israel) 
Nina Vershuta (NYC) 
Danny Waldroop (Boston) 
Maya Street-Sachs (NYC) 
 
 
 
 

x Volunteered with children from the Concord Freedom School 
x Participated in deep discussions about the cradle-to-prison pipeline 

with CDF staff 
x Visited Brooklyn Movement Center  and participated in dialogue with 

its staff and high school interns about . community boards, community 
co-ops, and how to bring a community together around social and 
legislative matters, including --juvenile justice, prison reform, education 
reform (excessive suspensions, excessive discipline) 

  

http://www.thefloatinghospital.org/main_page.html
http://gycvillage.org/2012/07/09/what-would-a-holistic-view-of-the-american-healthcare-system-change/
http://www.kidscreative.org/
http://www.globalyouthconnect.org/Rwanda%20Program%20Report%20-%20August%202012.pdf
http://www.cdfny.org/
http://gycvillage.org/2012/10/21/dismantling-the-cradle-to-prison-pipeline-one-suspension-at-a-time/
http://gycvillage.org/2012/10/21/dismantling-the-cradle-to-prison-pipeline-one-suspension-at-a-time/
http://brooklynmovementcenter.org/taxonomy/term/7


 
UN NGO Committee on Ageing 

Viveka Hulyalkar (USA) 
Shezreh Mirza (Pakistan) 
Sai Rong (China) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

x Completed phases 1 and 2 of UN mission outreach for UN Open Ended 
Working Group on Ageing (OEWGA) 

x Interviewed high-ranking UN officials and other key human rights 
actors about ageing issues 

x Delegates will be featured in a video shown at the upcoming 
International Day of Older Person (IDOP) on October 11th (in NYC), the 
theme of which is inter-generational cooperation 

x The UN NGO Committee on Ageing also gave a presentation to the full 
GYC in NYC delegation about the human rights challenges facing an 
ageing population 

 
New York City Coalition Against Hunger (NYCCAH) 

Cherilyn Sprague (USA/Florida) 
Alex Majd (USA/CT – Iran) 
Nelson Igunma (NYC – Nigeria) 
Kanal Khiev (Cambodia) 
Maja Pecanac (Bosnia) 
Kate Mallory Novak (NYC-Brasil) 
Carolina Esqueda (Mexico) 
 
 

x Full group training on Effective Volunteering by NYCCAH Staff 
x Conducted summer meals outreach in Queens (this was a full group 

activity involving all 23 delegates; alerting community members by 
handing out fliers and engaging in dialogue about government funded 
Free Meals Programs. Read	  Kate’s	  Blog:	  “Breaking	  Media	  Stereotypes” 

x Worked in community garden/Harlem.	  Read	  “Gardening	  for	  Humanity” 
x Researched, expanded and verified donor and soup kitchen databases 
x Participated in the distribution of leaflets and information about 

prescreening for food stamps in the Bronx. 
 
 

 

Vibe Theater Experience 
 
Rose Tuyishime (Rwanda) 
Eriel McLaughlin (USA/NYC/TN) 
 

 
 

x Engaged in Dialogue with the girls in the viBe program 
x Rehearsal with Rwandan comparisons 
x Worked on viBe library 
x Began conversations about linkages between Rwandan and NYC girls 

Since Carolina and I both speak  Spanish, we 
were in front of this large supermarket in the 
Bronx and we could direct  people inside in 
Spanish to check whether they are eligible for 
food stamps. -- Maja Pecanac, Bosnia 
 
 

This program has helped me see how NGOs, the UN, and 
Academics actually apply human rights principles in practice. 
-- Cher Sprague, Florida 

http://www.ngocoa-ny.org/
http://www.nyccah.org/
http://gycvillage.org/2012/10/21/what-is-the-most-effective-volunteering/
http://gycvillage.org/2012/07/19/breaking-media-stereotypes/
http://gycvillage.org/2012/07/11/gardening-for-humanity/
http://www.vibetheater.org/


 

 
Full Group Site Visits and Meetings 

 
Complete List of Full Group Site Visits (in Chronological Order): 
 

o Christen Dobson, International Human Rights Funders Group 
o People’s	  Movement	  for Human Rights Learning (Shula Koenig) 
o Human Rights Watch Film Festival 
o The Floating Hospital 
o Shotgun	  Productions:	  “Band	  of	  Sisters”	  at	  The	  Player’s	  Club 
o New York City Coalition Against Hunger (NYCCAH) 
o Juvenile Justice Project 
o GAIN (Conflict Resolution through Movement Class) 
o Theatre of the Oppressed, NYC 
o Queens Pride House & NYAGRA (Pauline Park, Director) 
o Urban Justice Center/Human Rights Project 
o UN Focal Point on Youth 
o United Nations Alliance of Civilizations 
o NGO Committee on Aging 
o World Council on Churches (WCC) 
o 9-11 Memorial 
o National Museum of the American Indian 
o WBAI 
o Human Rights Watch 
o Institute for Study of Human Rights at Columbia University 
o Detention Watch Network 
o One Voice Movement 
o Children’s	  Defense	  Fund 
o NYC Commission on Human Rights 
o Dunn Development Corp. —  Legacy Houses, Harlem 
o Art for Healing Diverse Communities, Dialog, Gallery 138 
o Robert Slye (Kenyan Truth Justice Reconciliation 
o Commission)  
o Peace.Sudan@gmail.com (Magid and Abdalmageed) 
o Kids Creative (Human Rights Learning Session) 
o LGBT Center in Manhattan (Youth Enrichment Services) 
o F.A.C.E. Class with Robin Dunn 
o WITNESS 



Site Visits: Domestic Organizations/Entities: Yes, there are human rights challenges in the USA, and yes there are 
organizations and individuals in the USA that feel human rights can be used a viable force for change in the USA! 

 
 
Queens Pride House & NYAGRA (with Pauline Park) 

 
 
Human Rights 
of LGBTI 
people 
 
Gender & 
Human Rights 
 
 
Left, Pauline Park 
poses with the 
group in front of 
the Queens Pride 
House offices in 
one of the most 
diverse areas on 
the globe. 

NYC Commission on Human Rights 
 

x Prosecutes Anti-Discrimination Cases in NYC 
x Civil Rights and Human Rights (Theoretical or Practical in USA?) 

 

 
Left Commissioner Gatling, center Deputy Commissioner Dr. Lee Hudson 
 

The Commissioner had mobilized nearly her entire team to address our group, and the 
fruitful dialogue set the tone for subsequent visits in the city, and just walking around the 
city in general. One of the most commonly raised cases is due to discrimination against 
people living with disabilities. For more info or to file a complaint, please visit their 
important website for info. 
 

Juvenile Justice Project (Safe Passages Program) 
x Human Rights of LGBTI Youth 
x Human Right to Equal Access to Justice 
x Read More in on gycvillage.org 

Institute for Study of Human Rights  
at Columbia University 

x The role of universities in the 
promotion and protection of 
human rights 
 
 

Professor Yasmine Ergas (2nd left) hosted the 
session after meeting with Silky Shah  

of Detention Watch Network 

Detention Watch Network 
x Immigration Reform and Human Rights 

Urban Justice Center/Human Rights Project 
x Human Rights Report Card on NYC City Council!  
x Read More in the report on gycvillage.org 

http://www.youthpolicy.org/interculturalblogging/2012/08/05/is-human-rights-a-viable-framework-for-youth-policy-in-the-usa/
http://www.youthpolicy.org/interculturalblogging/2012/08/05/is-human-rights-a-viable-framework-for-youth-policy-in-the-usa/
http://www.queenspridehouse.org/wordpress/
http://www.nyc.gov/html/cchr/home.html
http://www.nyc.gov/html/cchr/home.html
http://www.correctionalassociation.org/pp/about-the-juvenile-justice-project
http://gycvillage.org/2012/10/21/safe-passages/
http://hrcolumbia.org/
http://hrcolumbia.org/
http://detentionwatchnetwork.org/
http://www.urbanjustice.org/ujc/projects/human.html
http://gycvillage.org/2012/10/21/what-human-rights-grade-do-you-give-your-city-council/


National Museum of the 
American Indian 
 

x The human rights 
of historically 
marginalized groups 

x Complexity of 
overlapping human rights 
situations (African-
American and Native 
American human rights) 

x Genocide in the 
Americas 
 

9-11 Memorial 
Instead of finding solace in the place made sacred by 
the tragedy, I found a commercialized tourist 
attraction. The memorial lacks any depiction of the 
events, leading to the absence of grief or hatred. Just 
laughter. There is something unsettling about 
laughter at the grave of thousands. I hope that the 
forthcoming museum captures the essence of 
calamity experienced by New Yorkers and the global 
community alike. Fighting terror with terror has cost 
America more than than a trillion dollars and 
thousands of soldiers and civilians dead in Iraq 

and Afghanistan. The question remains: Whose freedom? Whose ignorance? Whose 
life is worth respecting?   Read  Nina’s  Full  Blog  Here 

 
Dunn Development Corp. 
 

 
 
Legacy Houses, Harlem (low-income housing projects 
by a for-profit company with a double-bottom line) 
 

x Business for Human Rights 
x Human Right to Shelter and Standard of Living 

 
LGBT Center in Manhattan 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Tour and Visit with The Youth Enrichment Services, Y.E.S. 

x History of Human Rights of LGBT people in the USA 
x Dialog session with youth from Y.E.S. about LGBT youth in other 

countries around the world 
x Read “Love	  as	  a	  Human	  Right?” on gycvillage.org 

 

  

After going to the LGBT 
Community Center, I came 
out as a bisexual to some 
of the women in the 
program, and later on to 
the rest of the group. I 
think I am ready to 
embrace myself inside and 
out, as well as advocate to 
break stereotypes and 
prevent discrimination 
against the LGBT 
community. -- Participant 

http://nmai.si.edu/home/
http://nmai.si.edu/home/
http://www.911memorial.org/
http://gycvillage.org/2012/07/08/the-new-attraction-911-memorial/
http://www.dunndev.com/
http://www.gaycenter.org/
http://gycvillage.org/2012/07/11/love-as-a-human-right/


Site Visits to International Human Rights Entities:  
Yes, the human rights challenges in the USA are related to the challenges in other parts of the world! 

 

Human Rights Watch 
 

 
 

x Domestic USA Human Rights Monitoring 
x International Human Rights Monitoring 
x Intricacies of Reporting about Human Rights 

(Challenges and Opportunities) 
x Sharing and questions from youth from 

around the world about the reports 
concerning their countries 

x Read some blog reflection about this visit 
x Many thanks to HRW Communications 

Director Emma Daly, along with Grace Meng, 
& Jessie Graham for the lengthy discussion 
about HRW’s	  work 

 

United Nations Alliance of Civilizations (UNAOC) 
 

                        

             
Director of UNAOC, Marc Scheuer (right), interviewed the delegates about Human Rights 
Learning and its role in intercultural relations. Left, delegate Sai Rong (China) responds. 
 
The UNAOC promotes intercultural understanding at the UN! Read More! 

And read the related Blog from Alex Madj 
 

World Council of Churches (WCC) 
x Human Rights and Disarmament 

One Voice Movement 
x Conflict Resolution(Israel-Palestine) 

http://gycvillage.org/2012/07/02/right-to-vote-right-or-privilege/
http://www.hrw.org/
http://gycvillage.org/2012/07/10/freedom-of-speech-as-a-watch-dog-2/
http://www.unaoc.org/
http://gycvillage.org/2012/10/21/even-the-un-needs-intercultural-programming/
http://gycvillage.org/2012/07/04/the-power-of-a-visual-message/
http://www.oikoumene.org/
http://www.onevoicemovement.org/


WITNESS 
 

 
 

x Video Advocacy for Human Rights 
x Environmental rights and human rights 
x How to advocate for Human Rights in the USA 

– without	  saying	  “human	  rights” 
 

Robert Slye (Kenyan Truth Justice Reconciliation Commission) & 
Peace.Sudan@gmail.com (Magid and Abdalmageed) 

 
       Jude (Uganda) with R. Slye                            Rose(Rwanda) with Magid and Abdalmageed) 
 

x Healing and Justice in Post-Conflict Situations 
x Role of the arts in the promotion of social harmony 
x Relationship between activism in NYC and human rights protection in 

Sudan (Nuba Mountains region) 
x Importance of the International Criminal Court 

 
UN Focal Point on Youth 

x Role of the UN in Protecting and Promoting 
the Human Rights of Youth 

 

Blue Marble Ice Cream 
Business for Human Rights 
 

(Right) Ameed from Palestine with Gisele from 
Rwanda, at the Blue Marble shop in Brooklyn, with a 

picture	  of	  the	  Rwandan	  women’s	  cooperative	  ice	  
cream venture supported by Blue Marble in Rwanda.  

Christen Dobson, International Human Rights 
Funders Group & GYC Alumnus 
• Careers in Human Rights 

  

http://www.witness.org/
http://www.tjrckenya.org/
http://www.unworldyouthreport.org/index.php?option=com_k2&view=itemlist&task=user&id=62%3Aunfocalpointonyouth&Itemid=68
http://www.bluemarbleicecream.com/
http://www.ihrfg.org/
http://www.ihrfg.org/


Site Visits to Media and Arts Related Organizations: 
What is the relationship between Human Rights, Journalism, Film, Theatre, and Creativity in General 

 

WBAI 
 

 
 

Kathy Davis (right) briefs the delegates about WBAI 
and her radio program on health care. 
 

x Human Right to Free Speech (Free Media) 
x Influence of for-profit corporations on media 
x Role of Media in the Promotion and Protection 

of Human Rights (e.g. Health) 

 

Human Rights Watch Film Festival  
 

 
 

Watched the	  film	  “Escape	  Fire”	  &	  participated	  in	  Post-Film Discussion 
 
Read More from the Participants: 

x Viveka	  Hulyalkar’s	  Healing Health Care? 
x  The Human Right to Learn about Health? 
x The Paradigm	  of	  Women’s	  Rights	  in	  America? – About “Words of 

Witness,” another film at the Festival, attended by Erica White. 
 

Theatre of the Oppressed NYC 
 

x Human Right to Standard of Living (which relates to Cher’s	  Blog) 
x Human Rights & the Arts 
x Human Right to Free Speech 

 
GYC Delegate Rose Tuyishime, a theatre for social change practitioner from Rwanda, watches the 
rehearsal	  of	  TONYC’s	  flagship	  forum	  theatre	  team,	  Concrete	  Justice,	  performing	  a	  scene about the 

oversights of the welfare system. 

http://www.wbai.org/
http://gycvillage.org/2012/10/21/radio-for-human-rights/
http://ff.hrw.org/about
http://gycvillage.org/2012/07/03/healing-health-care/
http://www.youthpolicy.org/interculturalblogging/2012/08/08/the-human-right-to-learn-about-health/
http://gycvillage.org/2012/06/28/the-paradigm-of-womens-rights-in-the-united-states/
http://www.theatreoftheoppressednyc.org/
http://gycvillage.org/2012/07/03/economic-rights-are-human-rights/


Art for Healing Diverse Communities 
At  Gallery 138 (with presentations from Brookie 

Maxwell, Rose Tuyishime & Maja Pecanac) 
 

 
 

x Arts for Memorialization of Genocide 
x Role of the Arts in overcoming the legacy 

of multiple human rights abuses 
  

F.A.C.E. Class with Robin Dunn 
 

 
 

Strategies/options for maintaining personal wellness as an activist 
 

 
“Band	  of	  Sisters”	  	  – 
Shotgun Productions 

x Women’s	  
Human Rights 
x Use of force 

 
Global Arts Initiative (GAIN) 

x Conflict Resolution  
x Human Rights & the Arts 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     
GAIN Photo Credit: G. Courvoisier  

http://gycvillage.org/2012/10/21/art-for-healing-diverse-communities/
http://www.gallery138.com/
http://www.shotgun-productions.org/
http://www.shotgun-productions.org/
http://www.shotgun-productions.org/edu_mission.php


Processing & Sharing the Learning: 
Blogging, Theatre, & Public Dialogue 

 
We broke into two teams (blogging and theatre) to 
process what we were learning and observing.  
 
With materials and lesson plans created by Laura 
Heaton and Frank Fredericks, participants trained in 
social media and then blogged on-line at 
gycvillage.org and youthpolicy.org. 
 
As part of the program, we discussed the issue of Freedom of Speech and the role of the media 
in the promotion and protection of human rights. Delegates were not only encouraged to 
practice writing opinionated blog pieces about their experiences, but also to write more 
journalistic stories from a more objective stance. Read an example. 
 
 

 
I was entirely impressed with the commitment, energy, 

and openness of these young people. The scene with the 
dance about isolation in solitary confinement, and then 

blog posts, particularly those about the health care 
system and the 9-11 memorial, and then hearing their 
feedback about the program really showed how much 

change this process inspired in this group of people.  
-- Becca Lynch, Theatre of the Oppressed NYC 

 
 
 

 
Debriefing After Site visits to creating the text                        Image Theatre Exercise on Economic Mobility 

 I learned about Cece McDonald, a 
transgendered woman being sent to a male 
prison. It was a very sad story, and I felt the 
urge to study more about it and to bring it to 
the stage through Cambodian Classical dance. 
Now I hope to form the first dance group for 
human rights in my country. 

-- Kanal Khiev, Cambodia 

With the blogging group, I got to 
understand the real meaning of a blog, 
how it is done, why it is done, how to 
publish it, share it, etc. I think it 
initiated a good start for me as a future 
blogger, in the field of medicine and 
health, and politics maybe.  

http://www.thedailybeast.com/contributors/laura-heaton.html
http://www.thedailybeast.com/contributors/laura-heaton.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/frank-fredericks/
http://gycvillage.org/2012/07/10/freedom-of-speech-as-a-watch-dog-2/
http://gycvillage.org/2012/10/21/what-is-the-most-effective-volunteering/
http://www.theatreoftheoppressednyc.org/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iuS367UQIZQ&feature=endscreen&NR=1
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iuS367UQIZQ&feature=endscreen&NR=1


Final Dialogue 
 
The Final Public Dialog was held on July 12th, 2012 at the Community Church of New York. Delegates from 
the blogging team rose to speak about what inspired them during the program, reciting passages from their 
work— a few of which are even now featured on youthpolicy.org. The theatre team followed with a 
dramatic performance (Watch Video), acting out several original scenes that reflected themes we 
encountered during the delegation. Our delegation was thrilled that so many audience members, many of 
which were representatives from organizations we visited, were so eager to listen and dialogue about 
human rights. The post-presentation open forum with audience members that followed touched on issues 
of immigration, cultural exchange, LGBTI human rights, the role of the arts and media in the promotion and 
protection of human rights, and the role of the NY City Commission on Human Rights in protecting 
individuals from discrimination in NYC. It was an indication that	  GYC’s	  work	  is	  unique/needed.	  Read	  more! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
The final event really opened my eyes as to the struggle of freedom of movement in and out of one's country.  As a 
sociologist I am aware of the human rights issues and violations throughout the globe but it is so easy to forget, 
living in the USA, how even our own rights can be violated on a daily basis. There are so many individuals that do not 
realize just what a human right is, so to have a group of young professionals come together and reiterate that 
message was very refreshing. The event was so enjoyable. It is great to see the respect and the bond created between 
a group so diverse. I also really loved the dialogue about how human rights can be a very personal issue and we can 
preserve the dignity of others just by respecting each other.  Thank you for the opportunity to learn and listen. -- 
Kathleen Oswald | AmeriCorps VISTA Volunteer Coordinator, New York City Coalition Against Hunger, 
Moving Society Beyond the Soup Kitchen 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iuS367UQIZQ&feature=endscreen&NR=1
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iuS367UQIZQ&feature=endscreen&NR=1
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iuS367UQIZQ&feature=endscreen&NR=1
http://www.youthpolicy.org/interculturalblogging/2012/08/05/is-human-rights-a-viable-framework-for-youth-policy-in-the-usa/


Visiting Delegate Biographies: 
 
Ameed Abualteen (Palestine) 
AMEED video about why he wanted to be in the program: 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hYakSxJXz9k&feature=youtu.be 
Ameed Abualteen is a dynamic 18 year old Palestinian man who 
recently graduated from the United World College of the Atlantic 
in the UK and  currently  studying  at  NYU’s  Abu  Dhabi  campus. 
UWCs are well-known as colleges (high-schools) that are highly 
international, and aim to produce a special generation having 
leadership skills and international understanding. At the UWC, 
Ameed has participated in many workshops and conferences at 
the college related to peace and conflict, and he will be leading a new conference this term about non-violent 
protesting. Ameed has participated in numerous cross-cultural youth forums to-date, such as Seeds of Peace 
and Building Bridges for Peace. Ameed has recently started a video project that will compare what young 
Palestinians think are their rights and what they describe as their dreams. He hopes to be able to record similar 
responses from the participants at the GYC summit in NYC in 2012 and to make a compilation video. He has a 
strong desire to be a medical doctor working with Doctors without Borders, and would relish the idea of being 
placed in a volunteer experience in NYC with any organization working in the medical field (e.g. the Floating 
Hospital of Long Island City). 
 

Tamuz Avivi (Israel) 
I am a national service volunteer at the UNHCR. As part of my 
service I work in collaboration with the Israeli government 
(particularly the Ministry of Interior and the Ministry of Justice) 
in securing the implementation of refugee law and insuring 
that these ministries are performing their tasks according to 
the UNHCR guidelines and international standards for 
protection of asylum seekers and refugees. One of the 
challenges I face with the UN Refugee Agency is identifying 
persons who are entitled to a refugee status; this includes 
meeting asylum seekers face-to-face in prisons, aiming on a 
daily basis to provide decent shelter for them. My work with 
the vulnerable asylum seekers population has only extended my interest in human rights and inspired me to be 
active in all fields in order to eliminate injustice. During my spare time, I volunteer at the African Refuge 
Development center in Tel Aviv, where I teach refugees and asylum seekers Hebrew. Living in the Middle East, 
where the Israeli-Palestinian conflict is ever- present, has motivated me to begin studying contemporary Islamic 
civilization in order to have a better understanding of the Arab and Muslim worlds. My current goal in life is to 
make a contribution in the field of human rights, in an international or a national legislative capacity. By 
participating in the delegation, I hope learn about methods and means that can make a difference and 
ameliorate human rights conditions both locally and globally - How to trace and analyze human rights breaches 
and deal with them. I wish to have a better understanding of how can a young person use the media and work in 
collaboration with NGOs and governmental bodies to create a more positive environment and tackle human 
rights concern. I wish to gain more insight about the human rights challenges in the US and Rwanda.  
 

Gisele Bahati (Rwanda) 
A 21 year old GYC Alumnus from Rwanda, Gisele is a second-year university student at the Akilah Institute for 
Women (founded by GYC Alumnus Elizabeth Dearborn Davis) studying hospitality and leadership. Gisele lives in 
Kigali with her aunt and 4 cousins because she was orphaned at a young age. She spent 2 months in the United 
States studying the American hospitality industry. She visited many places including New York City, Chicago, 
Philadelphia, and Florida. During her first trip, she made an appearance on the Daytime television show 

Watching Escape Fire and volunteering 
at the Floating Hospital have shaped 
what type of doctor I want to be, and 
why I want to become a doctor.   

-- Ameed 

The presentation on the "Cradle to 
Prison Pipeline" has really made me 
understand the discrimination that 
still exists in American society, which 
to me was surprising. I was unaware 
that New York, to this day, still faces 
human rights violations, poverty and 
to some extent racial discrimination.  

-- Tamuz 
 



explaining  aspects  of  hospitality  in  Rwanda.  She  also  attended  a  speaker’s  panel  at  Columbia  University  relating  
to education in Rwanda. After her trip to the USA, Gisele participated with Global Youth Connect in Rwanda as a 
Rwandan host participant, in order to expand her knowledge on human rights, especially as it relates to women. 
Currently she is working on an action project at her school focused on educating communities in Rwanda about 
the benefits of family planning from a children’s  rights  perspective. 
 

Sarah Jackson (Canada) 
At 20, Sarah is a third year student majoring in Sociology at the 
University of Alberta. In the future she hopes to either pursue 
graduate studies in Sociology, or focus on Arts Education (and 
emerging health-related fields such as Music Therapy). In the past 
she has done work with the Bissell Centre, an organization whose 
vision is to eliminate poverty in the community. She attended 
SUNIA (Seminar on the United Nations and International Affairs), 
a program whose aim is to foster an understanding of political, 
economic, and social aspects of global interactions. She was also a 
participant in the 2011 Global Youth Assembly, a forum designed 
by the John Humphrey Center for Human Rights to bring together 
youth from diverse backgrounds to explore different social issues. 
More recently she has become involved with the Ainembabazi 
Children's Project, an organization that works to enhance 
educational opportunities for children in Uganda through the 
creation of self-reliant communities. 
 

Shezreh Mirza (Pakistan) 
Shezreh is an International Undergraduate at Michigan State University in Economics with an additional major of 
Political Science, graduating in May. She has interned with the Parliament in Pakistan, working on a bill 
regarding home- based workers and volunteering to help run the 2010 National Convention of Women 
Parliamentarians that involved women parliamentarians from all over Pakistan other South Asian nations. 
Shezreh is very proud of the fact that an historical declaration was announced at the culmination of the 
convention, to give women a strong voice and a vital role in peace building, security and reconciliation. Her 
greatest inspiration and source of motivation are her parents, as they are Doctors, Industrialists and Politicians. 
Shezreh spent much time in 2003 and 2011 assisting with disaster relief efforts when flooding hit her parents’  
constituencies in Badin, Pakistan. Having done extensive research on refugee populations in Pakistan, after 
graduation, she plans to work with the UNHCR, to help women refugees in camps who face similar problems and 
to make sure their needs are met. She wishes to bring the lessons learned in the GYC program back to her 
nascent democracy, particularly so as to benefit women, children, and refugees. 
 

Jude T. Muyanja (Uganda/Boston) 
Born and raised in Uganda, Jude Muyanja is a 30 year old human rights advocate living in the Greater Boston 
area. He recently finished a one year internship concerning global human rights advocacy at the Carr Center of 
Human Rights Policy (Harvard Kennedy School). Jude has also spoken at Harvard's Hauser Center of Justice and 
Human Rights and was invited to speak at a law and social change student discussion group at Harvard Law 
School concerning the state of gay rights in Uganda. He is organizing an event sponsored by the Human Rights 
Program  at  HLS  on  “The  State  of  Uganda's  Gay  Rights:  One  year  after  the  death  of  David  Kato.”  He  hopes  to  
share the outcomes of this discussion with participants at this year's Summer Program, as well as explore the 
connection between theater and human rights at the Program. Jude plans to enroll in a Master of Laws program 
this fall. In March 2008, when Jude came to the USA, he had just previously interned with Uganda's most 
influential human rights organization, the Uganda Human Rights Commission. He was also pursuing a Post 
Graduate Diploma in Law at Uganda's Law Development Center. Prior to that, Jude had been a leader at all the 
schools he attended. Jude obtained a Bachelor's of Laws degree from Uganda Christian University, where he 
held the student leadership position of Guild Speaker, an opportunity that developed his national political and 

In sum, the most important skill I 
have learned is patience. While it 
sounds like an innate quality, 
working with extremely diverse 
individuals from different cultural 
backgrounds proved to me a 
challenging, but rewarding 
experience. This program has 
definitely facilitated cross-cultural 
communication, which I hope to 
continue to expand in my future 
endeavors.  

-- Sarah 



civil rights conscious awareness. As Guild Speaker, Jude led 30 student leader colleagues to visit the Speaker of 
Uganda's National Parliament. He also led 12 student leaders to visit Northern Uganda's Internally Displaced 
Camps  (I.D.Ps).  Jude’s  long  term  main  area  of  interest  is  international  justice  and  politics  with  African  Refugees  
being a specific focus. He hopes to mentor and promote young up-and-coming human rights leaders in Uganda. 
He hopes that his writings will inspire and promote advocates for human rights in Sub-Saharan Africa. He is 
presently a volunteer at his church's homeless ministry in Boston. He likes dancing Maganda (Ugandan), playing 
ping pong and pool. 

 
Sai Rong (China/USA) 
Sai double majors in Communication and French, with a minor in Economics. She is currently finishing her last 
semester of studies, back in the US after studying abroad at la Sorbonne in Paris, France, Graduate Institute of 
Geneva and interning at the International Labor Organization in Geneva, Switzerland. As a Chinese national 
having studied and worked in different continents during the past seven years since high school, she has 
extensively learned through both academic and professional experiences how to work with people with 
different cultures and from diverse social backgrounds. During a first internship in Switzerland a few years ago, 
she worked closely with the founder and CEO of World Women Summit Foundation in Geneva, Switzerland, 
which provided her with the opportunity to deepen her understanding in human rights as WWSF serves as an 
international humanitarian NGO which promotes women and children's rights and the UN development agenda. 
A second internship at the International Labour Office (ILO) Headquarters in Geneva helped her to get a 
concrete sense of the challenges related to Human Right, specifically related to the work conditions abuses 
around the world. In 2012, in addition to her studies, Sai will be woking with Palouse Habitat for Humanity in 
Guatemala to serve the local neighbors in need by helping to eliminate poverty housing, and during her time 
back to China for visits, she intends to volunteer as a Chinese and English instructor for children in Chinese rural 
areas. By participating in the delegation she hopes to gain valuable experience on conflict resolution, to better 
understand the role of human rights organizations especially the ones in the field, to develop knowledge of the 
post-conflict transition and social justice, to learn how to apply her own international and cross-culture 
backgrounds into helping raising local awareness and contributing in human rights in post-conflict societies or 
anywhere that human rights issues occur. Sai hopes to gain more delegation experience and furthers her studies 
with a master degree in International Affairs and Law. 

7 
Cherilyn Sprague (USA)  
Cherilyn is finishing her undergraduate degree 
in Sociology at the University of South Florida 
in Tampa, Florida, graduating in May 2012. She 
has a specific interest in environmental justice, 
sustainability, and environmental rights as 
human rights (such as access to water). She is 
planning on using the year after graduation to 
research programs in Environmental Sociology 
and sustainable development in order to 
complete her Ph.D. in this field, ideally at a 
school close to the NYC area. In the past she 
has belonged to Girl Scouts-USA, volunteering 
for programs helping underprivileged Girl 
Scouts experience camping and nature. She 
hopes to use her knowledge about social 
institutions and community organizing to help 
her in the program, while at the same time 
continuing her understanding on how to use 
this knowledge in application and how to implement real change in communities. Following the program in NYC, 
Cherilyn hopes to continue her pursuit of the right graduate school while working in non-profits that focus on 

Cherilyn and Kanal (left) with Manny and Eric, on LGBT Pride 
Day. Manny and Eric were also GYC Homestay Host Fathers 



environmental issues, specifically environmental justice, so she can change lives while gaining information that 
will be valuable for future research. 
 

Rose Tuyishime (Rwanda)  
ROSE’s  Pre-Program video: http://vimeo.com/36177753 
Rose Tuyishime is a joyful 26 year old Rwandan woman specialized in 
using theatre to spark dialogue among youth about crucial social 
issues, particularly public health, domestic violence, stigma and 
discrimination. With a high school background in sciences,  Rose’s  
experiences working on public health issues have led her to pursue a 
bachelor's degree in Development Studies from the University Libre 
du Kigali. Through her work with local and international NGOs (such 
as Population Services International) Rose has received professional 
training on Behavior Change Communication, Strategic 
Communication, Peer Education, Interactive Theatre and Theatre for 
the Oppressed. She is a confident public speaker and has 6 years experience working with out of school and 
school youth as well as with associations of People Living with HIV/AIDS. Rose also volunteers with orphanages 
especially to help with Sexual and Reproductive Health education. Rose is on the Global Youth Connect alumni 
committee in Rwanda, and she has been a vibrant force in both the workshops and volunteer fieldwork since 
she first went through a GYC program in 2009. During her time in the New York City program, Rose is interested 
in volunteering with the organizations that are using the arts in their crucial human rights work. 

8 
Danny Waldroop (USA) 
Danny is a high school student at the United World College-USA, an international school located in New Mexico 
with a strong social justice and conflict-resolution focus. Currently, he is involved in setting up a restorative 
justice program in the nearby town of Las Vegas and creating a weekly interfaith meeting. Before coming to New 
Mexico, Danny went to high school in Massachusetts where he co-founded Youth of Massachusetts Organizing 
for a Reformed Economy (YMORE), an organization which brings together teens from the Greater Boston Area to 
fight for issues such as youth jobs funding. Danny has also attended the Seeds of Peace Program in 2010, a 
program which engages Israeli, Palestinian, and American students in dialogue sessions and has worked at the 
City  School’s  Summer  Leadership  Program,  a  course  in  which  urban  and  suburban  teens  discuss  issues  of  race,  
gender, class, and sexual orientation. 
 

Maja Pecanac (Bosnia) 
Maja is inspired to use her academic, legal, and  artistic  backgrounds  to  strengthen  Bosnia,  which,  as  she  says,  “is  
still  very  much  in  the  midst  of  healing,  reconciliation  and  reconstruction  at  all  levels.”  Maja  graduated  from  the  
Faculty of Law in Sarajevo from University of Sarajevo and has already gained much practical experience in the 
legal  field  including  work  in  court,  with  defense  attorneys  and  in  prosecutor’s  offices  as  well  as  in  non-
governmental organizations such as the United Nations Population Fund and SOS Kinderdorf International. She 
is currently working as a Legal Assistant for the USAID Parliamentary Strengthening Project in Bosnia and 
Herzegovina. She works on projects that provide legal aid -- equal access to justice without discrimination on any 
grounds -- to people seeking protection of their rights. She is a member of the First Gymnasium team working on 
projects such as Illegal Construction Work in City of Sarajevo and The Departure of Youth from Bosnia and 
Herzegovina, sponsored by The Institute for the Study of Civil Society (CIVITAS). She is the recipient of the 
MAEC–AECID Spanish language and Culture Scholarship Program at the University of Málaga, Spain and the 
recipient of the Mediterranean International Short Story Award organized by Forum Femmes Méditerranée de 
Marseille. She is fluent in English and Spanish (both writing and verbal skills; holding TOEFL and DELE 
Certificates), and has a basic knowledge of French. Maja was born in Sarajevo and lived her whole life there but 
she has always wanted to broaden her experience in the United States so that she can later be able to help and 
serve Bosnia. She is also an actress. She is a member of the Youth Poet Theatre Juventa: actress in the play 
Golden Moment of Eternity by Jasna Diklic, Bosnian director and theatre manager; and a guest actress in the 

The other country I learned the most 
about during the program was 
Rwanda thanks to Rose. I learnt 
more facts about the genocide, the 
diversity there, the social and 
political limitations, the type of 
living, some African internal previous 
and current conflicts.  

-- Participant 
 



Mexican play Monsters and Prodigies: A History of the Castrati directed by Claudio Valdés Kuri and written by 
Jorge  Kuri  for  Mexico  City’s  internationally  acclaimed  Teatro  de  Ciertos  Habitantes.  She  is  26  years  old. 

 
Kanal Khiev (Cambodia) 
Kanal is a GYC Alumnus who obtained his bachelor degree of Law in 2005 from Royal University of Law and 
Economic , one of the best public universities that provide the first law degree in Cambodia. In 2008, he got a 
Master of Law (LLM) from Pannasastra University of Cambodia, an international university that is taught in 
English. During his master degree class, he was selected as an outstanding student and sent to volunteer with 
Cambodian Defender Project for 6 months under Legal Clinic, Criminal Law session. From 2005- 2007, he 
volunteered with local NGOs such as Women for Prosperity that aim to empowerment women in communities, 
and Working Group for Weapons Reduction (WGWR) where he was ranged as volunteer team leader. With 
WGWR, he was trained in Law on Domestic Violent and responsible to share this knowledge to university 
students in Peer Sharing project. From 2007-2009, he was offered a full time job with Legal Aid of Cambodia in 
Juvenile Litigation Project. With this project, he hold position as legal assistant which he assists 5 lawyers to help 
child defendant. With his two years work, he help to find a justice to more than 4oo children. From 2009-2011, 
he was employed as lawyer assistant with Samreth Law Group, the only public law firm in Cambodia. His role 
was to investigate environmental issues, help other NGO to review environmental impact assessment reports, 
and assist lawyers in providing a free of charge legal service both consultation and representation in court. Due 
to his great challenge in work, he was offered a scholarship by Earth Right-Mekong School in Chiang Mai, 
Thailand. Within 6 months scholarship, he was trained to be a human right activist with the outcome of one 
report  called  “Public  Participation  issue  in  Environment  Impact Assessment in Cambodia: case study the 
proposed  coal  power  plant  in  Sihanoukville  province.”  This  report  was  about  the  comparison  between  public  
participation in policy and reality, and the connection between environmental issue and human right issue. This 
report is selected to publish under Mekong School Journal. Currently, Kanal is a scholarship recipient at 
Chulalongkorn University of Thailand.  

 
 
Carolina Esqueda (Mexico) 
Carolina is a psychology undergraduate student at ITESO University in Guadalajara, Jalisco, México. She is 
currently working as an intern with Irma Potes on experiential education programs and as a group facilitator in 
diverse settings related to human development. Carolina is also a member of "Grupo Norte", a group focused on 
personal growth and human development. During her high school years, Carolina volunteered at the orphanage 
"Los Pinos" and "Casa Hogar", government hospital with children who suffer from cancer and severe burns, and 
at the school "Escuela para niñas ciegas" for blind girls. By participating in Global Youth Connect, Carolina hopes 
to deepen her knowledge in the international guidelines of human rights to compare and contrast how they are 
being exercised in Mexico. Carolina is looking forward to becoming a member of the AEE organization, inspire 
youth, through seminars, to fight ATOD (Alcohol, Tobacco, and Other Drugs), and make mexican women aware 
of their human rights to seek equity of gender. 
 

Viveka Hulyalkar (USA -- Cleveland, OH) 
Viveka is a first-year undergraduate at Brown University in 
Providence, RI, where she will probably major in International 
Relations. In her spare time, Viveka volunteers as a tutor for a 
Bhutanese refugee through Brown Refugee Youth Tutoring and 
Enrichment, serves as a member of Brown University's Model 
United Nations delegation, and also works as a tour guide. 
During her sophomore year in high school, she founded an environmental club that installed motion-sensing 
light switches and started a solar initiative that provided 17% of the school's electricity needs by the time of her 
graduation. Viveka also helped teach English and renovate a school for girls in Guatemala in the spring of 2009 
and conducted research for EarthWatch during the summer of 2009, studying the effect of global warming on 
the Bahamian coral reef. By participating in GYC, Viveka hopes to further develop her action planning and 

Domestic, sexual, and other forms of 
abuse against women represent one 
of the largest human rights abuses in 
American society.  

-- Viveka 
 



community organizing skills for larger-scale projects. Following her time with the delegation and after 
graduation, Viveka is committed to generate social change but is unsure in what capacity she will do so as of yet. 
 

Erica White (WA) 
Erica White is pursuing an undergraduate degree in International Studies with a minor in Gender Studies and 
Peace Studies at Adelphi University in Garden City, New York. While in school, she has interned with the Arthur 
Ashe Institute for Urban Health in Brooklyn, New York, where she taught high-school sophomores about health 
disparities  among  minority  groups  within  New  York’s  five  boroughs.  Erica  traveled  to  Costa  Rica  in  January  2012  
to study peace building and stable development, and she hopes to study abroad in Morocco the spring 2013 
semester.  After  graduation,  Erica  would  like  to  join  the  Peace  Corps  and  study  women’s  and  children’s  rights  in  
the Middle East and North Africa. 

 
 

Local NYC Delegate Biographies: 
 

Kate Mallory Novak (Brazil/NYC) 
Born and raised in Sao Paolo, Brazil, Kate now hails from NYC and is a junior at Florida Atlantic University, in 
Boca Raton, FL. She has a deep passion to help eliminate and prevent the kinds of devastating poverty she 
observed as a child in Brazil. After obtaining  her  Bachelor’s  Degree  in  2013,  Kate  aspires  to  earn  a  Master’s  
Degree in international development (socio economic development of less industrialized countries), and to 
eventually work for the United Nations. At FAU, Kate is the Secretary of the Multicultural Club, a member of the 
College Republicans, the UN Diplomacy Honors Program, and the debate club, and she volunteers at Young at 
Art,  a  children’s  museum.  At  Beargivers,  she  assists  in  organizing  charity  events  for  underprivileged  children,  and 
helps to set up related artwork exhibitions. During the GYC in NYC program, she hopes to connect with other 
like-minded youth to discuss common paths to advance humanitarian global politics. 
 

Alex Madj (USA) 
Alex is a Political Science Major and a History  Minor  at  Drew  University,  where  he  is  also  a  member  of  the  Men’s  
Lacrosse team. Of Iranian descent, Alex attended Darien High School where he was a member of the Varsity 
Lacrosse, Soccer, and Debate teams. In his spare time, Alex coaches youth and high school level lacrosse. In high 
school, he volunteered for the community service program called Shoveling for Seniors. In this program, 
students shovel snow for senior citizens. He also participated in two study abroad programs in Oxford and 
Barcelona. In these programs he studied International Politics, Spanish, British Parliamentary Debate, and 
Expository Writing. By working with Global Youth Connect, Alex hopes to learn more about how to help people 
stand up for their human rights, and how to help communities less fortunate than the ones he grew up in. Most 
importantly, he wants to be apart of the change that GYC hopes to make. After graduating, Alex hopes to attend 
graduate school to further study Political Science, and eventually work with the United Nations. 
 

Maya Street-Sachs (Brooklyn, NY) 
Maya will be a senior at The Beacon High School in Manhattan next year. In her spare time she likes to play 
Ultimate Frisbee, do yoga, dance, paint, and do fun things around the city. She also volunteers once a week with 
an organization called FreeArts NYC teaching art to under-privileged children in Harlem. She got interested in 
Human Rights and International Relations when she started doing Model UN three years ago, and it has since 
been a big part of her life. Maya participated in the Brown Leadership Program two summers ago and took a 
class on Human Rights which really got her interested in these sorts of topics. Maya has also volunteered with 
the Added Value Farm in Red Hook, Brooklyn, which promotes sustainable development in New York, NY. She is 
fascinated by current events and is very excited to get to know all of the people participating in GYC and to more 
fully understand the injustices and achievements in other parts of the world represented in the program. 
 



Eriel McLaughlin (Massapequa, NY) 
Eriel is a Junior studying International Affairs and Sociology for her Undergraduate Degree at East Tennessee State University. She 
plans to apply to several Graduate Programs for Theological Studies, and is planning to apply to Emory's Masters Development 
Practice as a joint degree with Theological Studies. She wants to study the correlation that religion has in women's rights and how 
a woman views her place. She hopes to study women's roles in religion and to learn how to implement sustainable programs in 
difficult environments such as abject poverty and environments where there is sex discrimination. Eriel has volunteered with 
AmeriCorps and tutored children in reading on a Native Reservation (Coleville Tribe). While with AmeriCorps, she also volunteered 
with the literacy council, and learned that of an illiterate population, most were women. This fueled her interest in 
the fight for equality among women, even in this day and age, in the United States. She also volunteered as a Girl Scout leader to 
try to be an example and to teach girls how to cultivate healthy self esteem. She plans to work with organizations promoting 
equality among the sexes, world wide, and among immigrants. She is still finding her way to do that, but hopes that graduate 
school will open more doors. Her wish to join the Global Youth Connect Human Rights program is fueled by her thirst for more 
knowledge regarding women's rights globally, as well as domestically. Taking part in the GYC program, Eriel hopes to learn about 
grassroots movements in this country, and how to take part in global organizations as well regarding human rights generally and 
specifically in regards to women's rights and the fight for equality in environments of poverty and governments that are not 
necessarily democratic. 
 

Nina Vershuta (Brooklyn, NY)(Born in Russia) 
Nina  Vershuta  is  pursuing  her  Bachelor’s  Degree  in  Criminal  Justice  and  Sociology  with  a  minor  in  Business  at  University  at  Albany. 
She interns at the New York State Senate as a Session Assistant to Senator Diane J. Savino and works closely with the Senate 
Children and Families Committee in the legislative and budgetary process. At a young age, Nina immigrated to New York from 
Russia, where she was exposed to social inequalities and economic hardship. The struggle to live without a voice inspired Nina to 
dedicate her career to be a voice for disadvantaged groups in America. Nina has previously worked as a legal secretary at Tooma 
& Ozisik, LLP, where she worked on immigration petitions to unite families in America. Furthermore, she has assisted the Center 
for Excellence in Aging and Community Wellness at University at Albany in the collection of research data for a state-wide public 
health program, Living Healthy. Nina has been a long-time liaison for American Heart Association and American Red Cross in 
raising public health awareness and fundraising in the Albany region. By participating in the Human Rights in the USA Program, she 
hopes to share her intercultural experience with other students to unite international fronts and achieve peaceful change to 
extend human rights initiatives. Nina in planning on attending law school to bring justice to vulnerable populations and influence 
policy makers both in America and abroad. 
 

 
Nelson Igunma (Brooklyn, NY) 
Nelson is currently  taking  classes  in  New  York  City  in  pursuit  of  his  bachelor’s  degree  after  two  years  in  California  and  Illinois.  He  
currently works for the Cypress Hills Local Development Corporation as an assistant in one of their college access programs and 
for Henry Street Settlement as a Peer Educator and Workshop Facilitator. In his spare time, he is an adviser for YouthAssets, a 
fledgling  nonprofit  that  works  with  AIDS  orphans  and  young  heads  of  household  in  Swaziland.  By  participating  in  this  year’s  
program Nelson hopes to increase his skills in program development, implementation, and evaluation; he is also looking to gain 
insight into how to fundraise effectively and pursue meaningful strategic partnerships in the nonprofit sector. Following his 
graduation, Nelson looks forward to attending law school and working on efforts to develop the social capital of marginalized and 
vulnerable populations around the world. 
 

Antoinette Stone (NY, NY) 
Antoinette Stone is currently a junior attending The James Baldwin High School. She was born in Jamaica and moved to New York 
City when she was five years old. She currently lives in Brooklyn, NY with her mother and her younger brother. In school she has 
participated on the mock trial team, poetry writing club and the fairness committee, which gives students and teachers a safe 
space to talk if they feel one of our schools core values has been violated. She is very passionate about educating her peers about 
global issues as climate change. She has participated in activism, as protesting against the recent Trayvon Martin shooting in 
Florida. She has even gone on to broaden her horizons as talking with members of the Council on Foreign Relations. Along with 
these opportunities she was also able to travel to Thailand on a five-week program performing community service. In her spare 
time she likes to read, step, hang with friends and watch movies. I am interested in participating in this program because I believe 
human rights are essential to everyone. No one’s rights should be taken away from them. Through this program I will be able to 
affect change and help to bring awareness and maybe change something that may have been taught never could happen. As a 
young person  you  tend  to  feel  that  you’re  helpless  because  since  you’re  young  no  one  will  listen  to  you,  but  I  have  come  to  realize  
it has always been young people that have changed the world. During the Civil Rights Movements it was young people’s passion 
that forced a change in the laws and the revolutions in the Middle East last year were lead by young people. GYC will teach me 
about Human Rights issues all across the world and what action can be taken against these injustices. Also, I will gain the 
experience of working with other people from different countries and participating in a volunteer program where I can donate my 



time to an amazing cause. As a young leader I am very good at motivation, public speaking, and conflict resolution. Within my 
team I know I will be able to lead and get everyone to work together. I am very well at getting along with other people so I know I 
will be able to work well with my team. I know how to articulate my ideas so if given I can speak about them in a clear and concise 
matter. Lastly, if there is ever a conflict for example, we are debating a controversial issue I know I will be able to let both parties 
understand where the other is coming from. 
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Staff Biographies: 
 
Jesse  Hawkes, GYC Executive Director  
  
Jesse  is  a  social  activist,  professional  actor/singer,  theatre  director,  writer,   researcher,  and  youth  development  
programmer.  Jesse  has  served  as  GYC's   Executive  Director  since  2009,  and  has  also  been  GYC's  Rwanda  Program   
director  since  2007,  organizing  over  15  human  rights  learning  and  action  youth   summits  in  collaboration  with  local  
Rwandan  partner  organizations.  Jesse  has   performed  in  over  forty  plays,  ranging  from  Shakespeare  to  musicals  and  
opera,   working  with  companies  such  as  the  National  Shakespeare  Company,  the   Williamstown  Theatre  Festival,  
the    American    Repertory    Theatre,    and    the  Living  Theatre.  In  fact,  it  was  in  a  musical  about  children’s  fears  of  war,  when 
he was 8 years old he  was  8  years  old,  that  Jesse  was  first  introduced  to  the  concept  of  human rights. The 
production  led  him  to  sing  for  children’s  right  for  life  and  peace    in      Vermont,    USA,    Europe,    even    the    USSR.    After    
receiving  his  BA  in  History  from   Harvard  University  in  1999,  Jesse  continued  his  performance  career  based  out   of  
NYC  for  two  years  and  soon  began  to  pursue  a  life--‐-‐long    dream    of    contributing      to    community    development    
through  theatre  projects  in  other  parts  of  the   world,  starting  in  Haiti  and  then  South  Africa.  Jesse  lived  and  
worked  in  Kigali,   Rwanda  for  six  years,  where  he  co--‐-‐founded    Rwandans    Allied    for    Peace    and      Progress    (RAPP).    
With  RAPP,  Jesse  created  RAPSIDA,  an  HIV  prevention  program   for  over  sixty  Rwandan  high  schools  and  
communities,  utilizing  a  combination  of   innovative  theatre  methods,  peer  education,  and  outreach  activities.  He  
has   written  radio  mini--‐-‐series,    directed    five    short    films,    and    written    films    for    social      change.    In    2009,    Jesse    re-
-‐-‐located    to    NYC,    where    he    is    thrilled    to    be    running  Global  Youth  Connect,  expanding  the  programming  to  the  
“developed”  world! 
 
Naimah Hakim, NYC Program Assistant 
 
Naimah  Hakim  is  a  rising  sophomore  pursuing  her  A.B.  from  Princeton  University   where  she  plans  to  concentrate  
in  the  Woodrow  Wilson  School  for  Public  and   International Affairs. During her high school  years,  Naimah’s  interest  in  
human rights  was  inspired  by  her  work  heading  a  group  known  as  Students  United  for   Cultural  Awareness  (SUCA)  
as  well  as  a  memorable  student  event  she  took  part  in at  the  United  Nations.  She  is  simply  thrilled  to  join  Global  
Youth  Connect  and  gain   experience  with  nonprofit  initiatives  to  educate  and  inspire.  At  Princeton,   Naimah  can  
often  be  found  cultivating  her  undying  love  for  performance  through   the  Program  in  Theatre  or  singing  with  the  
Glee  Club.  Currently,  she  is  also   working  on  a  project  to  inform  students  about  issues  related  to  mental  health   
awareness.  In  the  future,  Naimah  hopes  to  travel  the  globe  and  put  her  studies  of   foreign  languages  to  the  test. 
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