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From the Program Director, Miki Jacevic 
 

From June 29 to July 20, 2014, Global Youth Connect led its 10th annual 
program in Bosnia and Hercegovina. The delegation started a day after 
many events commemorated the 100th anniversary of the Sarajevo 
Assassination, which started the Great War on June 28, 1914. That 
horrible tragedy took 16 million lives and forever changed the political 
landscape of Europe and the world. Thus, the 20th century – which gave 
us genocide, concentration camps, mass destruction of religious and 
cultural icons – started with the shots at a corner street in Old Town 
Sarajevo.  Many decades later, the war in the 1990s will bring that same 
destruction back to Sarajevo and Bosnia and Hercegovina, taking 
hundreds of thousands of lives and affecting every citizen of the new 
nation. The Dayton Peace accords, signed 19 years ago, did the most 
important and necessary thing at the time – they stopped the ethnic cleansing and mayhem in the heart 
of Europe. 20th century’s political turmoil started and ended at the streets of Sarajevo and other Bosnian 
towns and villages. But signing a peace accord was only a first step in rebuilding the country. That long 
term process of reconstruction and recovery continues to this day, and offers a great framework for 
experiencing first-hand the progress that has been made, lessons learned along the way, and the many 
challenges that remain.    

The delegation offered a variety of ways to experience these processes most directly, including a week-
long stay in Sanski Most, a town on the frontlines of the war and in the very midst of political transitions, 
yet far away from the capital and the attention of international community, a visit to Banja Luka, the 
political center of the Serb Entity (Republika Srpska), the commemoration of genocide at Srebrenica, a 
field trip to Mostar, the divided city at the heart of the Hercegovina region, and over 20 meetings in 
Sarajevo on democracy, human rights, transitional justice, and other issues relevant to post-conflict 
transformation. 

In creating this report, our goal was to both capture the realities of the country through the lens of this 
delegation, but also to offer insights for how critical it remains for Bosnians – especially the youth – to 

engage with international students. NOTE: We have linked the report to various blog-posts at 
gycvillage.org, including reflections from Melanie Dominski, alumna of our 2010 delegation, who shares 
her reasons for returning to live and work in Sanski Most.  

We hope to inspire readers to become more interested in the country of Bosnia-Herzegovina, 
international peace and conflict studies, and hopefully to apply for our programs in 2015! 

 

Sincerely,  

 

Miki Jacevic  

http://gycvillage.org/2014/12/01/an-american-in-sanski-most/
http://gycvillage.org/2014/12/01/an-american-in-sanski-most/
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Delegation Overview: 
 

 Arrival and Orientation 
 

 Week in Sanski Most, including a workshop; work with CIM, visit to religious 
institutions, orphanage and several NGOs, plus a visit to Vahidin’s village 
 

 A few days in Banja Luka including meetings with the Office of the High Representative, 
Office of the Government of Republika Srpska; Transparency International; Helsinki 
Citizens’ Assembly; GENESIS Youth Project, Perpetum Mobile youth political leadership 
Academy and author and journalist Radmila Karlas 
 

 Commemoration at Srebrenica  (July 10-12) 
 

 Visit to Mostar 
 

 Over 20 meetings in Sarajevo: UN Resident Coordinator; Valery Perry, Public Law and 
Diplomacy Group; OSCE – Amb. Burton, head of OSCE Missions. Bosnian Institute; 
Ministry of Defense; UN office of the International Criminal Tribunal for the former YU;  I 
CAME TO TESTIFY (Movie); Ministry of Security and various agencies; EU delegation, 
Conflict resolution and reconciliation program at a local university; Mennonite Central 
Committee; Atlantic Initiative; Impunity Watch; National Gender Agency; US Embassy; 
USAID; State Court B I H 

 

Program Director’s Acknowledgements: 

Acknowledgments: I want to thank each and every one of the participants for adding their voice to this waving of 
different perspectives and experiences. Particular thanks to Hannah Bailey for her photography!  I also want to 
thank those who made this year’s delegation possible – from our main office in NYC to our partners on the ground, 
especially Center for Peacebuidling in Sanski Most, to all those who helped coordinate many meetings and events 
we were able to organize during the visit. Finally,  and most vitally, is my appreciation for the Bosnian youth – those 
who directly participated in our workshops, those we met with formally, and scores of those we encountered 
informally – this work is for your future, and you provide ongoing inspiration for this program! 
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Short Report on BiH in 2014: Protests, Floods, General Elections 

by Maja Pecanac 
 

2014 has been a turbulent year 
for Bosnia and Herzegovina. 
Protests in February, massive 
floods in May, 2014 general 
elections. After so many years 
of apathy Bosnian-
Herzegovinian citizens have 
raised their voices in February 
2014. When the social protests 
began (and unfortunately 
escalated at its culmination), we 
witnessed confused faces of 

current political structures and 
their raised eyebrows. As if they 
were asking themselves: how 
come these people even dare to 
protest? Haven't we fed them with enough nationalist and low-priced, fake patriotism so they 
don't even think about those important things such as existence, a better life, solidarity and 
cohabitation. How dare them to take the streets and ask for their rights! Who gave them that 
right?  
 
Well, this right was given to them due to the fact that as much as they are being hypnotized by 
the 20-year-old mantra of nationalism and the rhetoric of fear and hatred, empty stomachs, 
lack of employment, general corruption in all spheres of daily life, gave B-H citizens the strength 
to overcome the political strivings to keep them in a hopeless limbo forever.  B-H psychologists, 
sociologists, writers, intellectuals mostly agreed and said that these event were supposed to 
happen a lot earlier but they welcomed them even if it was a late reaction.  Befallen B-H 
citizens decided to act. The current hopelessness of B-H society and indifference of BH 
politicians to solve any substantial problems triggered the outrage. And rightly so. For the first 
time after the signing of the Dayton Accords, the citizens of both entities showed solidarity 
among themselves.  This was especially painful to the local quasi-nationalists, who have filled 
their pockets with money over the years by keeping live that now already boring and tiring 
moldy-hate story. Citizens throughout BiH were briefly reunited by the desire for a better life 
and a better tomorrow.   
 
“Bosnian spring”, as some call it, did not last long and did not achieve tremendous results or 
made a huge difference. But B-H protests have shown the strength that citizens actually have. 
Politicians have underestimated the citizens, and in return they got a warning. Of course, the 

A protester outside a government building in Tuzla, Bosnia-
Herzegovina, during protests over job losses. Photograph: Dado 
Ruvic/Reuters. 
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elections this year are an opportunity for the citizens to exercise their right to change the ruling 
structures. Protests have, hopefully, been the prelude, an overture to the changes that are so 
necessary to this society.   
 
Another blow struck Bosnia this year. In 
mid-May 2014, Bosnia and Herzegovina 
was hit by massive flooding after rainfall, 
which overcame records of the last 120 
years.  Over a million people were 
affected by flooding, almost 90,000 were 
displaced, and 25 casualties were 
recorded. The severe and widespread 
rains triggered over 3,000 landslides. 
Floods and/or landslides hit 75,000 
houses, of which 25,000 were severely 
damaged or destroyed, and also caused extensive damage to livelihoods, health and water and 
sanitation facilities. The devastating floods inflicted damages of €2bn (about 15% of the 
country’s GDP). 
 
Finally, on 12 October 2014 general elections were held in Bosnia and Herzegovina. The voters 
elected representatives for the country’s three administrative levels: the state as a whole, the 
two ‘entities’ in which the country is divided and the 10 cantons corresponding to one of the 
‘entities’. At the state level, they will vote for both the President and the members of the House 
of Representatives. At the ‘entity’ level, the Republika Srpska (RS) will vote for its President, 
Vice-President and members of the RS National Assembly, while the Federation of Bosnia and 
Herzegovina (FBiH) will elect the members of its House of Representatives. Finally, the FBiH will 
vote for its 10 Cantonal Assemblies.  
 
After protests in February and the general dissatisfaction of citizens with political structures, 
after their requirements for substantive changes, and after a shocking flooding that was a 
major blow to anyway slim BiH economy, the importance of these elections is great and the 
stakes are high. Some wonder whether the elections would change anything, some put all 
hopes on them. Let's wait and find out tonight. Tailoring of BiH future is in the hands of its 
citizens. And Europe has already been waiting too long for us. The question is if soon she will 
get bored. 
 

CLICK HERE TO READ MAJA PECANAC’s FOLLOW UP BLOG-POST  
REFLECTING ON THE RESULTS OF THE ELECTIONS FROM OCTOBER 2014 

 
  

http://gycvillage.org/2014/12/01/and-they-should-get-more/
http://gycvillage.org/2014/12/01/and-they-should-get-more/
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Orientation Days in Sarajevo: After an orientation 

session with Miki Jacevic, our first meeting was with 

Small Steps, an organization supported by the 

American Embassy in Bosnia which is dedicated to an 

interfaith vision of peace and nonviolence through a 

pluralistic civil order.  We had an engaging discussion 

with the director of the organization, Amra Pandžo, 

who shed some light on several of the challenges facing 

Bosnia and Herzegovina, ranging from the important 

role of women in peace building capacities to the 

development of inter-group dialogue and 

understanding. After our meeting with Small Steps we were treated to a presentation by Maja Pecanac, 

a previous GYC Alumni currently working with the prosecutor’s office in Sarajevo.  Maja introduced us to 

the multilayered and convoluted constitutional structure of Bosnia and Herzegovina — an arrangement 

rooted in the 1995 Dayton Accords which effectively ended the war in Bosnia, but left the country with a 

dysfunctional political system.  Finally, we ended our first day in Sarajevo at an Irish Pub to watch the 

France-Nigeria World Cup match. 

 
Introduction to Sanski Most (Kevin Gillespie):  
On our second full day, we travelled to Sanski 
Most to spend a week with the Center for 
Peace Building (CIM), a grassroots 
organization set up by Vahidin Omanovic and 
Mevludin Rahmanovic, two local imams who 
took it upon themselves to help empower 
people to work through their traumas and 
transform Bosnia’s post-war society in positive 
ways through initiatives such as Peace Camps 
and Interfaith Peace Work.  On our way to 
Sanski Most we stopped briefly in Travnik so 
that we could hike to the Fortress Stari Grad, a 
15th Century castle which acted as the seat of 

the old Bosnian Kingdom.  Upon arrival in Sanski Most, we were taken on a tour of the town by Melanie 
Dominski, the Program Manager for CIM and previous GYC alumni. On Wednesday, we first were 
introduced to Bosnian coffee, which we were all hooked on by the end of the trip! Wednesday was filled 
with introductory games and activities that participants in CIM’s Peace Camps perform. We also had an 
interesting presentation on Transitional Justice. It was also an incredibly hot day in Sanski Most, so we 
decided to go swimming in the Sana, which is the river from which the town derives its name.  We spent 
the evening by the river, making friends with the locals who were a very lively bunch! 
 

file:///C:/Users/mjacevic/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.Outlook/PML0YICL/gycvillage.org
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Site Visits in and around Sanski Most (Kathleen McCrudden) Our second day in Sanski Most began with 
an experience that I believe many of us will carry with us for the rest of our lives, a visit to the Sejkovaca 
Identification Center, where bodies unearthed from mass graves, deposited after massacres during the 
civil war, were taken in order to be identified. This grueling and distressing process was still continuing, 
many years after the conflict had ended, and we encountered families who were only just receiving 
confirmation of the death of their loved ones. The remainder of the day, in contrast, was concerned 
with a more positive objective - getting to know the Centre for Peacebuilding (CIM), its mission and the 
people who worked tirelessly to bring it about. Especially hard-hitting was the story told by Mevludin, 
one of the two imams who headed the NGO, about his own personal journey. From experiencing the 
civil war as a small child, and growing up in the hatred and suspicion of Serbs that was often the 
unfortunate result of ordeals during the war, he managed, after a long struggle; to put aside these 
feelings in exchange for the love of all humans that so characterized the work of CIM. This love and 
genuine affection shared by those involved in CIM was very much in evidence when we attended the 
practice of a choir run by the organization, unusually peopled by young people from Muslim, Catholic 
and Orthodox backgrounds. This feeling of goodwill lasted well into the night, as many of those from the 
choir joined us for an evening at Palazzo, a riverside bar that was very popular among the young people 
of Sanski Most. 

The following day, we had an eye-opening stereotype and 
identity workshop from Vahidin, designed to demonstrate to 
young people the danger of forcing a single label on an 
individual (for example, ‘Serbs’ or ‘Muslims’). After this, we 
were taken to visit two of the religious establishments of the 
town - the Catholic Church and the Mosque. The visit to the 
Mosque, in particular, proved eye-opening, with Vahidin and 
Mevludin willing to answer any of our questions, however 
delicate, about their faith, and the young Muslim girls who 
accompanied us providing a fascinating female perspective. 
Very kindly, they offered to take us with them to Friday prayer 
that evening, which provided for me one of the highlights of 
the trip - greeted very kindly by the Muslim women; we were 
instantly accepted and led in prayer. We were also privileged to 
hear the Qur’an recited by a cantor from Turkey, who had 
learnt the holy text by heart over long years of study.  
 

 
 
The next day proved a difficult day emotionally for many of the 
group. We began by visiting a foster home, one of the very few 
available in Bosnia, which took in children who had experienced 
severe domestic abuse. In this case, there were two little girls, 
who were sisters, and some older boys. Although the homes 
were well-equipped, compared to what the young people might 
experience in a state care facility, and the foster parents 
obviously very dedicated to the children, playing with them and 
getting to know their stories was heartbreaking, especially as 
we had to leave after only a few short hours.  

http://gycvillage.org/2014/12/01/identification/
http://gycvillage.org/2014/12/01/identification/
http://gycvillage.org/2014/12/01/a-wind-of-spirituality/
http://gycvillage.org/2014/12/01/a-wind-of-spirituality/
http://gycvillage.org/2014/12/01/a-wind-of-spirituality/
http://gycvillage.org/2014/12/01/a-wind-of-spirituality/
http://gycvillage.org/2014/12/01/a-wind-of-spirituality/
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Vahidin brought us to see the graveyard that housed those who lived in his village who had been killed 
in the war, including the final resting place of his childhood best friend. The fact that an overgrown 
cemetery was all that there was to commemorate these people, and that this was replicated all over 
Bosnia Herzegovina, showed the tragic reality of a country that was trying desperately to forget its past 
without taking steps to deal with the trauma that it had caused. From here, we were taken to the spring 
of a river, where we ate fresh fish and drank the cool, clear water. The day ended with a trip to Vahidin’s 
home, where we were greeted kindly by his children and wife, who had prepared a delicious spread of 
cakes and Bosnian coffee for us, despite the fact that the whole family was fasting. 
 

On Sunday, we took a tour of Fenix Centar, 
which was created in 1997 and provides a 
variety social support services to vulnerable 
groups within the community, such as women, 
seniors, those with special needs, and those 
that require financial assistance. We enjoyed a 
delicious meal that was prepared by Fenix’s 
soup kitchen with vegetables grown in its 
vegetable garden, which we earned by helping 
out with some weeding in Fenix’s orchards. We 
then learned about the inspirational story of 
the role that Fenix played in the community to 
help families to get back on their feet after the 

conflict, and the ongoing challenges that Fenix faces in filling gaps in essential services that the 
government has been unable or unwilling to provide in the community.   
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We had the opportunity to visit the town’s Orthodox Church and learn about the challenges that non-
Bosniak communities faced during and after the conflict. We were inspired to hear about the 
instrumental role that the priest had in re-building trust and tolerance between the religious 
communities.  

We had the opportunity to attend a practice session 
for traditional Bosnian folk dancing, and were able to 
participate and learn some of the steps! 
 
July 8th was our last morning in Sanski Most. It was 
an early morning, but Vahidin and Mevludin arrived 
at the hotel to see us off. It was very sad to leave 
them after a whole week of workshops and 
conversations and visits. We loaded onto the bus for 
our two hour drive to Banja Luka in the Republika 
Srpska.  

 
 

**Read more about the 48 hours of meetings in 
Banja Luka, Republika Srpska, on GYCVillage.org: 
including the Office of the High Representative; 
Genesis (Puppetry); Transparency International  

& Republika Srpska’s Gender Center ** 
 

http://gycvillage.org/2014/12/01/48-hours-in-banja-luka/
http://gycvillage.org/2014/12/01/48-hours-in-banja-luka/
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Srebrenica 

On Friday July 11 the GYC delegation attended the 19th Anniversary of the Genocide in Srebrenica. 
Thousands of people flooded the Srebrenica Genocide Memorial to commemorate the massacre in 
which over 8,000 Muslim men and boys were killed by Serb forces near the end of the Bosnian War. 
 However, this was not simply a memorial ceremony; it was also a traditional Islamic Janazah, or burial 
ceremony.  Nearly 200 bodies of the victims which had been exhumed from mass graves throughout the 
previous year were brought to the site in order to be buried with their comrades.  Close family members 
and friends were in attendance to carry the coffins of their loved ones to their final resting places on the 
hill.  I will never forget one particularly moving part of the ceremony in which one man buried three of 
his brothers whom he had lost at Srebrenica 19 years ago, never having the chance to say goodbye until 
now.  Across the memorial — which was filled with thousands of similar graves — nearly 200 other 
families were completing the same somber task.  While the ceremony was at times often sad and 
moving, it was also living proof of the continued cultural vibrancy of the Bosnian people, and a will to 
celebrate life in the face of tragedy.  No one there that day could ever possibly forget the heart 
wrenching scenes played out on the hillside, and it is certainly a day that will live with me for the rest of 
my life. (Kevin Gillespie) 

Read more Reflections on Srebrenica by Aviva Silburt  

& Aurelie Servalie’s ‘Do you want to stay or survive?’ 

http://gycvillage.org/2014/12/01/reflecting-on-srebrenica/
http://gycvillage.org/2014/12/01/do-you-want-to-stay-or-to-survive/
https://globalyouthconnect.files.wordpress.com/2014/12/6-srebrenica-l.jpg
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Back in Sarajevo 

 
First, what does a weekend "off" in Bosnia look like on GYC Delegation? 

 
Our first meeting was with Yuri Afanasiev, UN Resident Coordinator and UNDP 
Representative in BiH, who spoke about the complexity involving EU and NATO 
accession and border patrolling and asylum issues and how the current 
approach is containment and prevention. Next, we met with Valery Perry, 
former head of the education initiative at OSCE and Public Law & Diplomacy 
working group, she gave a great overview of the constitutional reform efforts 
and the Sejdic and Finci v. BiH case that was brought before the ECHR in 2009, 
which ruled a violation of Article 14 of the Convention. The final meeting of the 
day was with Ambassador Fletcher Burton, Head of the OSCE Mission to BiH, he 
provided an overview of the OSCE and some of the current projects. He 
showed some of the recently created web-based tools, such as the hate 
incident reporting tool, which is a website where citizens can report both 
incidents but also promote peaceful gatherings and initiatives, and the War 
Crimes Map, which provides a mapping of the currently prosecuted war crimes 
by location and outcomes. 
 
The US Embassy  
Khanh Nguyen, the acting Political Chief at the U.S. Embassy in Sarajevo, spoke 
with the delegates about the role that the U.S. Embassy plays in Bosnia and Herzegovina. The United States wants 
to see a Bosnia that is democratic, prosperous, and integrated into Euro-Atlantic institutions. The U.S. official 
policy is that Bosnia and Herzegovina needs to enter into both North Atlantic Treaty Organization and the 
European Union. In order to do these things, there are specific requirements that the country must meet. Nguyen 

When it came to career advice, 
his biggest warning was that a 
life in international development 
came with a lot of sacrifices and 
it was important to understand 
this when embarking on a career 
in it. His words of advice had a 
lasting impression on me and 
many other members of our 
group, and this meeting certainly 
stood out to me as was of the 
most memorable.  

Cameron Macaskill  

Read more Most Memorable 
Moments on GYCVillage.org! 

 

http://gycvillage.org/2014/12/01/a-weekend-off-in-bosnia/
http://gycvillage.org/2014/12/01/some-most-memorable-moments-bosnia-july-2014/
http://gycvillage.org/2014/12/01/some-most-memorable-moments-bosnia-july-2014/
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elaborated on America’s diplomatic initiatives active in Bosnia to help the country meet these goals. Nguyen also 
answered questions about working for the U.S. State Department in East Timor and his day-to-day responsibilities 
as the acting Political Chief at the Embassy. The Embassy works with the Office of the High Representative on a 
daily basis communicates with the Bosnian Islamic Community, funds demining activities, and engages with 
Bosnian political leaders to encourage them to make decisions, among many other things. Most challenges that 
the Embassy faces arise from dealing with the most complicated government ever formed. Bosnia currently has 3 
State presidents, 2 entity presidents, 144 ministers and 5 legislative bodies. The extreme complexity of the 
government greatly hinders progress toward a better future for Bosnia. 
 
US AID: The U.S. Agency for International Development (USAID) is an arm of the U.S. Government that provides 
relief and development assistance to countries all over the world. Jasna Kirlalic, a representative of USAID, spoke 
to the delegates about the organization’s work in Bosnia since the mission began in 1995. Approximately 1.6 billion 
dollars from the U.S. Government has been used by USAID to improve the lives of the Bosnian people. USAID is 
comprised of two sectors. The first, Economic Development, focuses on development of private enterprise, fiscal 
reform, financial sector reform, and legal and regulatory reform. The second sector, Democracy and Governance, 
focuses on rule of law, better governance, strengthening civil society, political pluralism and election support, and 
providing assistance for free and independent media. USAID currently has 33 projects in Bosnia and is very active 
in communities all over the country.  
 

 
 
Sabina Cehajic-Clancy teaches political psychology in the Department of Political Science and International 
Relations at the Sarajevo School of Science and Technology, the first private university in Bosnia and Herzegovina. 
Soon she will be launching an interdisciplinary and internationally accredited Master’s program in Conflict Analysis 
and Reconciliation. This program will be the first of its kind in the region and is sure to be a great success. Sabina 
talked to the delegates about different research projects she has done as well as those she is currently pursuing. 
She believes there is not enough psychological research regarding the International Criminal Tribunal for the 
former Yugoslavia (ICTY). Sabina is particularly interested in what it takes to influences peoples’ perceptions about 
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the other ethnic groups and get to the point where people believe that they can trust each other and be friends 
again. She attempts to go beyond peoples’ emotions, perceptions and beliefs to examine the foundation of why 
people feel the way they do. Much of her research on this is done in high schools, which provides a high level of 
heterogeneity for her studies. She goes into classrooms, presents students with different scenarios and measures 
their responses. Sabina also has a line of research where she evaluates Non-Governmental Organizations (NGOs) 
that focus on reconciliation. Many NGOs don’t consult academic research before implementing interventions so 
there is a large disconnect between what NGOs are doing on the ground and what academic research is finding. 
Many NGOs do the work but don’t evaluate their facts to see if their programs are effective. Sabina approaches 
NGOs and helps them do just that so they can inform the design of future programs. Sabina left the delegates with 
a lot to think about. One of the most memorable things she said is that changing people’s beliefs is hard, but 
changing or recreating a social norm is easier and over time social norms are able to change peoples’ beliefs. 
Sabina also told the delegates “You have to actively remember to forgive.”  
 
Randy Puljek Shank – Mennonite Central Committee (MCC) Randy Puljek Shank met with the delegates as a 
representative from the Mennonite Central Committee (MCC). MCC works in over 50 countries and offers relief, 
development or peacebuilding work in even more places. MCC not only provides aid in response to crisis, they also 
have the capacity to do sustained aid work with a long term perspective. MCC helped Bosnia in the 1980’s when an 
earthquake affected the region and has maintained ties with the country. The established presence of MCC in 
Bosnia before the war has had a positive effect on the success of their post-conflict programs. Randy provided 
some more insight about why MCC is so successful in Bosnia. He told us about an attempted program aimed at 
working with Bosnian clergy, but because there was not enough local ownership MCC decided not to pursue the 
plan. Randy said, “this is key, the ability to not do things and to stop doing things”. MCC knows the early warning 
signs of a failed program and this enables them to avoid wasting resources on doomed projects. The organization’s 
resilience and success is rooted in its foundational values, local legitimacy, flexibility and unyielding focus. Randy 
also reminded us to “never doubt that a small group of thoughtful, committed citizens can change the world. 
Indeed, it is the only thing that ever has”.  This encouraging quote from Margaret Mead was especially relevant to 
the delegation since they are also a small group of thoughtful, committed citizens.  
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Kurt Bassuener – Coalition 143: Kurt Bassuener is a senior advisor for Coalition 143 (K-143), a non-profit 
organization working to empower citizens by promoting municipalization as the solution to Bosnia’s problem of 
too much bureaucracy. Bassuener is also the co-author of the Municipal model of government Coalition 143 is 
advocating. There are 143 municipalities in Bosnia and Herzegovina and that is how the organization got its name. 
Kurt started working on the munipicization model with his partner Bodo Weber, when he was working with the 
Office of the High Representative. They designed a system of government for Bosnia with no middle layer of 
government, i.e. no cantons and no entities. The system would just consist of municipalities and the state 
government. They gained support from the Norwegian embassy in 2009 to develop their idea into an actual model 
that could be analyzed and proposed. They used Denmark as an example of where a system like theirs was actually 
working and it helps that Denmark is only a little bigger than Bosnia. K-143 has experienced some of the same 
obstacles as MCC regarding a lack of local ownership when it comes to advancing their plans. Bassuener said it was 
easy to build the Coalition but the challenge has been getting it to act because no one wanted to take on 
responsibility for what needs to be done and go do it. K-143 officially launched their Municipalization Model into 
the public sphere in June 2014. The official press releases can be found in English and Bosnian at www.k143.org. 
 

 
 
State Court:  The delegates had the opportunity to visit the National Court of Bosnia and Herzegovina. The Office 
of the High Representative established this unique court in 2000. The court currently has 52 judges and 8 
courtrooms. A bench of three judges tries defendants. The court is comprised of two sections: Section one tries 
War Crimes while Section two handles Organized crime, corruption and murder. Bosnia is the only country in the 
world to have a section of the national court exclusively devoted to war crimes. Unlike the International Criminal 
Tribunal for the Former Yugoslavia (ICTY), the National Court of Bosnia does not have a time-limited mandate. The 
war crimes section of Bosnia’s national court primarily handles the overflow of cases that the ICTY does not have 
the time or capacity to try. The National Court plays a large role in establishing rule of law and creating cohesion of 
standards among the various courts that exist within Bosnia.  
 
  

http://www.k143.org/
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Biographies of the Participants  
 

Hannah Bailey 
 
Hannah is a sophomore majoring in International Relations with a focus on Cultural Identity and Ethnic Politics at 
High Point University in North Carolina. During the 2014 fall semester, she will be pursuing a regional 
concentration on South-Eastern Europe at Karl-Franzens University in Graz, Austria. She also plans to study at the 
Lorenzo de Medici Institute in Florence, Italy during the 2015 spring semester. Hannah is the president of her 
university’s Model United Nations club and has led the team to several conferences including the Georgetown 
National Collegiate Security Conference and the Harvard National Model UN Conference. Hannah’s passion for 
peacebuilding in post-conflict countries began when she participated in three mission trips to Gornji Vakuf-
Uskoplje, Bosnia. On those trips she volunteered at the Omladinski Youth Center leading arts and crafts for the 
local children. The goal of these mission trips was to encourage interaction between children from different ethno-
religious backgrounds. Hannah’s other activities include painting, photography, playing the violin and the cello. She 
is interested in how the visual and performing arts can be used to bridge the gaps left after conflict. Participating in 
the Conflict Resolution Delegation will allow her to return to Bosnia and gain valuable experience with NGOs 
working in the area. Upon graduation from High Point University in 2016, Hannah hopes to pursue additional 
education in Peace Studies, Conflict Resolution or International Development. 
 

Kevin Gillespie 
 
Kevin is a first year law student at Osgoode Hall Law School in Toronto, with an interest in constitutional law and 
state-building.  He has a double major in political science and philosophy from the University of Calgary, where he 
swam on the varsity swim team for several years.  Kevin is the Chair and Founder of the Osgoode Constitutional 
Law Society, and volunteers as an administrative caseworker with the Community and Legal Aid Services Program 
(CLASP). By participating in the Conflict Resolution Delegation to Bosnia, he hopes to learn more about the process 
required to build a strong, viable state which recognises and protects human rights and the rule of law.  Kevin 
would like to eventually work with the government in some capacity, potentially as a legal adviser or policy 
developer, or work with an NGO specializing in international development. 
 
 

Arpi Grigoryan 
 
Arpi is a third-year undergraduate in international studies at the Croft Institute, University of Mississippi, with a 
regional concentration on Europe and a thematic concentration in governance and politics. Outside of class Arpi 
spends time working with youth organizations and non-profit projects both in the US and Armenia, which led her 
to becoming a Peacebuilding Commission delegate for the Model UN team, and the International Fundraiser for 
EYP Armenia. This summer she hopes to further develop her skills in writing grant proposals to facilitate and 
manage various civic and educational events directed towards all types of development in Armenia. By becoming a 
delegate in Bosnia, Arpi hopes to understand what private citizens can do to achieve change and raise mass 
consciousness regarding current issues, which will be useful in her other endeavors.  
 
 

Sierra Kraft 
 
Sierra is pursuing a Masters of Arts in Human Rights at Columbia University in New York City, NY. She previously 
completed a Masters of Arts in Nonprofit Management at the College of Notre Dame in Baltimore, MD and a 
Bachelor of Arts in Philosophy and Nonprofit Leadership at the University of North Dakota in Grand Forks, ND. 
Sierra currently works at the Council on Accreditation (COA) as an Accreditation Coordinator, where she assists 
child welfare and international adoption agencies to implement best practices and ultimately become accredited. 
Prior to working with COA, Sierra worked for seven years in several NGOs who held the U.S. Reception and 
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Placement Program contract with the U.S. Department of State, as a program evaluator, logistics coordinator, 
employment specialist and case manager assisting refugees and immigrants begin a new life in the United States. 
Following the delegation, she hopes to continue studying and working in the field of forced migration and better 
understand the root causes of conflict and the affects of conflict resolution on globalization. 
 

Cameron Macaskill 
 
Cameron is a rising sophomore at Case Western Reserve University in Cleveland, OH. She is double majoring in 
English and international studies with a focus on human rights and women's empowerment in developing 
countries. At her university she is heavily involved with her Model UN team, most recently being part of the Legal 
Committee at the Harvard Model UN conference this past semester. She is also part of the Global Ethical Leaders 
Society at CWRU which meets to discuss ethical issues in small groups and plans campus-wide events to encourage 
all students to think and live ethically on a global scale. After finishing her undergraduate degree, she hopes to 
continue on to graduate school pursuing further studies on human rights before working on communications and 
advocacy campaigns for NGOs. She is excited for her first exposure to such a hands-on learning experience. 
 

Kathleen McCrudden 
 
Katie is currently completing the final year of her undergraduate degree, reading history at the University of 
Cambridge, UK. She has a particular interest in political history, and next year will be undertaking graduate degree 
in the History of Political Thought. She spent a month of last summer in Kathmandu, Nepal, working for a local 
women's rights NGO, which is where her particular interests lie. In the future she hopes to work in the field of 
human rights, and by participating in the Bosnia programme wants to gain some experience in tackling human 
rights issues in post-conflict countries. She also is looking forward to comparing her knowledge of the recent 
conflicts and subsequent peace-building efforts in Ireland to the Bosnian experience. She has both a personal and 
academic stake in this subject, having family in Belfast and subsequently studying the experience of minorities in 
Ireland as part of her degree at Cambridge. 
 

Aurélie Servalie 
 
Hailing from France, Aurélie (22) is convinced that theoretical studies must be balanced with practical experiences. 
Thus, while pursuing a Bachelor degree in International Relations with a multidisciplinary curriculum, she had the 
opportunity to carry out different works placement, such as in the Protocol Section of the US Embassy in Paris or 
within the Diplomatic Academy of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs in the Kyrgyz Republic.  In her spare time, she 
attended Model United Nations events and was selected to participate in the organization and implementation of 
the Paris International Model United Nations (PIMUN) 2014, as an Assistant Secretary General in the financial 
section. She is highly motivated to be part of this active program in Bosnia and hopes it will allow her to clearly 
catch sight of the conflict management and resolution specialisation more concretely with the appropriate tools 
before to start her graduate degree in Peace and Conflict within St Andrews University next year.  Her primary 
objective after the Masters degree will be gaining field experience, by working in an NGO for example, but 
ultimately she would like to work for an organization like the OSCE, which is a reference as a mediator in 
unresolved conflicts, or the Ministry of Foreign Affairs in France, within the crisis centre.  
 
 

Aviva Silburt 
 
Aviva is currently working as a policy analyst in intergovernmental affairs with the Government of Canada, Ministry 
of Environment. She completed a Master of Arts degree in International Affairs at the Norman Paterson School of 
International Affairs, Carleton University, Ottawa, Ontario, Canada, focusing on conflict analysis and conflict 
resolution. Since completing this program, she has become involved with several organizations human rights and 
conflict related issues, including the United Nations Women National Committee of Canada, where she worked as 
National Manager to advance gender equality and women’s empowerment, and Shout Canada’s Reflections on 
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Rwanda program, where she was a program participant in 2013 and is currently working to expand the 
organization’s reach. She is thrilled for the opportunity to participate in the GYC Bosnia delegation and hopes to 
gain on-the-ground insight into the perspectives of different groups that were affected by the conflict, the realities 
of the post-conflict justice and reconciliation process, and share in this life-altering experience with other 
passionate and like-minded young adults. Aviva hopes that this experience will help develop her skills and capacity 
to branch into a career in peacebuilding.  
 
 

Program Staff 
 
Mirsad "Miki" Jacevic 
Program Director 
 
Miki is a human rights activist and peace program specialist from Sarajevo, Bosnia and Hercegovina.  He is a co-
founder of Global Youth Connect has organized and led GYC programs in Bosnia for the last five years.  In addition, 
Miki works full-time as a deputy director at the Institute for Inclusive Security where he oversees policy efforts 
aimed at including civil society representatives in formal and informal peace processes.  Before the war in Bosnia, 
Miki headed the UN Youth Chapter and was president of the local committee of AIESEC, the largest student 
association in the world.  During the war, he was involved in numerous projects to ease the suffering of youth and 
the elderly.  In 1994, he founded and directed Collegium Bosniacum, an organization of Bosnian students in 
Europe. Out of the work grew the initiative, Academic Lifeline for Bosnia Hercegovina, which aimed at rebuilding 
the country’s academic institutions. In 1995, Miki headed the Vienna office of the World University Service, dealing 
with education issues in troubled regions. During this time, he also lived and worked in South Africa, Northern 
Ireland, Palestine, and Central American countries.  Miki has consulted with many conflict resolution organizations, 
including Search for Common Ground, where he led efforts to develop child soldiers programs.  He has led several 
delegations of international activists and conflict resolution practitioners to various post-conflict settings, including 
the Balkans, Northern Ireland, South Africa and Guatemala.  Miki holds a Master of Science degree in Conflict 
Analysis and Resolution from George Mason University, where he is currently a doctoral student. He teaches in the 
Conflict Transformation Across Cultures Program, (CONTACT) Summer Peace building Institute at the School for 
International Training in Brattleboro, Vermont.  He is married to Guatemalan human rights activist Eva Morales, 
and they live with their two children in the Washington, DC area. 
 
 
 
Vahidin Omanovic 
Director, Center for Peacebuilding 
 
Vahidin is a founder and director of the Center for Peacebuilding, a non-political, non-governmental organization 
based in Sanski Most, Bosnia and Herzegovina. In 2014 he and CIM were awarded the Tomorrow’s Peacebuilder 
Award by the BBC in London, U.K. He has worked as a liaison, trainer, and project manager for the organization 
whose goals are peacebuilding, reconciliation and the prevention of violence. Vahidin has designed and facilitated 
workshops and interpersonal dialogue groups, taught non-violent communication and conflict transformation, 
supervised personnel, created budget and grant proposals, and trained youth camps in Macedonia, Kosova, and all 
across Bosnia and Herzegovina. He holds a masters degree in International and Intercultural Management from the 
School for International Training in Vermont and a Professional Certificate in Intercultural Peacebuilding. Vahidin is 
also an Imam, and he graduated from Islamic theological school with an Imam, Teacher, and Preacher Diploma in 
1998. Before establishing the Center for Peacebuilding, he worked as a foreign language instructor in primary and 
middle schools, an administrative assistant to the Bosnian Army. During the war in Bosnia, while still in his teens, 
he served as a counselor, liaison, teacher and religious leader at refugee camps in Slovenia.  Vahidin has given 
numerous presentations on Bosnia and Intercultural Conflict Transformation in numerous European countries and 
the United States.  Vahidin is fluent in Bosnian, English, Arabic, and Slovenian, and has strong conversational skills 
in Spanish, Italian, Turkish, and Russian.   

http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p02b23k8
http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p02b23k8

